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1. Purpose of the JDS

The purpose of the JDS program, Japan’s Grant Aid for Human Resource Development Program, is to offer 
the research opportunities to the prosperous young scientists, business persons, and government officers, who 
may take the official initiative in their home countries, at the higher educational institutions such as Kyushu 
University. The objective of this program is to develop strong human resources, build a stronger personal and 
institutional collaboration, and furthermore, enhance the prospective relationship between Japan and their 
home countries.

The JDS program at the Graduate School of Bioresource and Bioenvironmental Sciences at Kyushu 
University has launched in 2001. In 2013, 28 students from four countries, namely Lao PDR, Vietnam, 
Cambodia, and Myanmar, are enrolled. They study and conduct research in the individual laboratories in our 
graduate school, and prepare the master’s theses in English and present them at the end of the program period.

2. Enrolled JDS students in 2013
Name Nationality Laboratory Supervisor

2011 Entrance

KHAMPHILAVANH BounEua Lao PDR Food and Agricultural Policy ITO Shoichi, Professor

PHRANAKHONE Pangna Lao PDR Agricultural and Farm Management NANSEKI Teruaki, Professor

SODOUANGDENH Somsanouk Lao PDR Forest Ecohydrology (University Forest) OTSUKI Kyoichi, Professor

HOANG Dinh Chieu Vietnam Aquatic Field Science YOSHIKUNI Michiyasu, Professor

NGO Minh Hai Vietnam Food Marketing FUKUDA Susumu, Professor

NGUYEN Thi Quynh Chi Vietnam Environmental Life Economics YABE Mitsuyasu, Professor

NGUYEN Thi Thinh Vietnam Food and Agricultural Policy ITO Shoichi, Professor

NONG Thi Hue Vietnam Crop Science IWAYA-INOUE Mari, Professor

THIEU Thi Phong Thu Vietnam Plant Nutrition YAMAKAWA Takeo, Assoc. Professor

CHIM Kosal Cambodia Forest Management MIZOUE Nobuya, Assoc. Professor

KOUN Pich Cambodia Environmental Life Economics YABE Mitsuyasu, Professor

THUCH Phalla Cambodia Forest Management MIZOUE Nobuya, Assoc. Professor

Kyi Moe  Myanmar Plant Nutrition YAMAKAWA Takeo, Assoc. Professor

Myo Zaw Myanmar Tropical Crops and Environment (Institute of Tropical Agriculture) OGATA Kazuo, Professor

Tual Cin Khai Myanmar Forest Management MIZOUE Nobuya, Assoc. Professor

2012 Entrance

INTRAVONG Chanthy Lao PDR Food and Agricultural Policy ITO Shoichi, Professor

BUI Thi Nha Trang Vietnam Insect Natural Enemies TAKAGI Masami, Professor

DONG Dao Dung Vietnam Food Marketing FUKUDA Susumu, Professor

LE Thi Thu Huong Vietnam Food and Agricultural Policy ITO Shoichi, Professor

NGUYEN Thi Huong Vietnam Agricultural and Farm Management NANSEKI Teruaki, Professor

TRAN Thi Thu Duyen Vietnam Environmental Life Economics YABE Mitsuyasu, Professor

CHEA Sokhen Cambodia Postharvest Science UCHINO Toshitaka, Professor

HUN Sothy Cambodia Forest Ecohydrology (University Forest) OTSUKI Kyoichi, Professor

PHON Sovatna Cambodia Bioproduction Engineering INOUE Eiji, Professor

Thant Sin Kyaw Myanmar Tropical Crops and Environment (Institute of Tropical Agriculture) OGATA Kazuo, Professor

Thein Saung Myanmar Forest Management MIZOUE Nobuya, Assoc. Professor

Thein Zaw Myanmar Reproductive Physiology MIZOUE Nobuya, Assoc. Professor
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3. Requirements for Qualification and the Description of the JDS program
The required qualifications for applicants are as follows:
(1) Academic requirement: Bachelor’s degree or equivalent must be or expected to be awarded by the time 
they are enrolled in the JDS program.
(2) Language skill: Non-native English speakers must hold a sufficiently high score of official qualification 
test such as TOEFL, TOEIC, or the Cambridge Certificate.
(3) Health: An applicant has to be certified to be both physically and mentally healthy by a qualified and 
recognized physician.

Program description and degree awarded
JDS program consists of lectures, seminars, and thesis writing. Students are required to obtain 30 hour 

credits with a minimum required grade of 60% during the two-year program period. Master of Science (MSc) 
will be awarded in the completion of a master thesis.

4. Course Description of special course (Master’s Course)
     The Graduate School of Bioresource and Bioenvironmental Sciences offers the special course, the International 
Development Research, which only opens for international students.  The new semester for the special course 
begins fall semester on October 1 each year followed by the spring semester in April. 

(1) Course description
The special course is constructed with lectures, practicals, seminars and tutorials.  Students are required to 
obtain 30 hour credits with a minimum passing grade of 60%.  The offered subjects of lectures are presented 
in Tables 1 to 3.  Table 2 shows the outline of the course.  Compulsory subjects consist of 12 hour thesis 
credits and 6 hour credits of laboratory seminars.  Students can also take 10 hour credits of module subjects, 
and 2 hour credits of specific subject offered by the department a student belongs to.  See the detail of the 
module subjects in Table 3.

(2) Opportunity to learn Japanese
The JDS students are expected to learn Japanese language during the course, though it is not compulsory. 
Learning Japanese language enhances communication power and enriches their daily lives.

(3) Thesis work
All the thesis works are conducted in English.  A research topic for the thesis is determined over the 
discussion with your major advisor.

(4) Expected degree awarded
In the end of their course work, specifically in the spring term of their second year, students are required to 
present their research results and submit their master theses to the examination committee of the Graduate 
School of Bioresource and Bioenvironmental Sciences.  The committee evaluates overall performance, and 
the students with satisfactory performance are awarded the Master of Science (M. Sc) degree.
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Table 1. Master’s course curriculum

Code* Subjects Credit
Semester**

Ⅰ (F) Ⅱ (S) Ⅲ (F) Ⅳ (S)
C01 Master’s Thesis Research Ⅰ 6 6
C02 Master’s Thesis Research Ⅱ 6 6
C03 Seminar in Specified Field Ⅰ 2 2
C04 Seminar in Specified Field Ⅱ 2 2
C05 Seminar in Specified Field Ⅲ 2 2

(Subtotal) (18)
M01 Fundamentals of Agricultural Sciences 2 2
M02 Biological Resources: Utilization and Conservation 2 2
M03 Soil and Water Environment 2 2
M04 International Rural Development 2 2
M05 Advanced Technology in Agriculture 2 2
M06 Food Science and Food Systems 2 2
M07 Special Lecture on International Development Ⅰ 1 1
M08 Special Lecture on International Development Ⅱ 1 1

(Subtotal) (10)
S01 Applied Genetics and Pest Management 2 2
S02 Plant Resources 2 2
S03 Bioscience and Biotechnology 2 2
S04 Animal and Marine Bioresource Science 2 2
S05 Agricultural and Resource Economics 2 2
S06 Bioproduction and Environmental Science 2 2
S07 Forest and Forest Production Science 2 2
S08 Genetic Resource Technology 2 2

(Subtotal) (2)
Total 30

* The C, M, and S in the code denote as, C: Compulsory subjects = 5 subjects (18 credit in total); M: Module subjects = 5 subjects (10 credit required) selected 
from a total of 8; and S: Specialized subjects = compulsory and particular to each department (2 credit units).
** F = Fall semester; S = Spring semester

Table 2. Outline of the Master’s course subjects
Aim Lecture methods Choice Professors Required

Compulsory 
subjects

Research practice Conventional 
form

5 subjects Laboratory 
Prof.

5 (18 credits)

Module subjects Improvement of basic academic abilities 
focusing on agricultural administration 
and rural development

Block module 8 subjects Special team 5 (10 credits)

Cross-cutting or interdisciplinary research

Specialized 
subjects

Improvement of expertise Block module 8 subjects Your Depts. 1 (2 credits)

Table 3. Description of the Module Subjects
Code Subject Specification Relevant Departments
M01 Fundamentals of 

Agricultural Sciences
Fundamentals of Agriculture and rural 
development (Biostatistics, etc.)

All

M02 Biological Resources: 
Utilization and Conservation

Fundamental sciences necessary for 
maintaining biodiversity and sustainable 
utilization of biological resources

Applied Genetics and Pest Management, 
Plant Resources, Animal and Marine 
Bioresource Science, Forest and Forest 
Products Science.

M03 Soil and Water Environments 
in Agriculture

Irrigation, drainage, reclamation 
engineering, 
and the control of water resources

Plant Resources, Agricultural and Resource 
Economics, Bioproduction Environmental 
Science, Forest and Forest Products Science.

M04 International Rural 
Development

Fundamentals and practical research on 
international rural development

Plant Resources, Agricultural and Resource 
Economics, Bioproduction Environmental 
Science, Forest and Forest Products Science.

M05 Advanced Technology 
in Agriculture

Agricultural life sciences 
and biotechnology

Applied Genetics and Pest Management, 
Bioscience and Biotechnology, Animal and 
Marine Bioresource Science, Genetic 
Resources Technology.

M06 Food Safety and Security Science, technology and economics 
related to food safety and security

Bioscience and Biotechnology, Agricultural 
and Resource Economics, Bioproduction 
Environmental Science.

M07 Special Lecture on 
International Development I

Special lecture 
(Technical communication, etc.)

Adjunct professors

M08 Special Lecture on 
International Development II

Special lecture 
(Wide-ranging issues related to 
international development strategies, etc.)

Adjunct professors
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5. List of Subjects and Supervising Professors for
    International Development Research Course (Academic Year 2012)

Division Laboratory Professor Associate Professor Assistant Professor
Bioresource Sciences

Agricultural 
Bioresource Sciences

Plant breeding Atsushi YOSHIMURA Hideshi YASUI
Crop Science Mari IWAYA-INOUE

Plant Production Physiology Osamu UENO Kazuyuki SAITOU
Silkworm Science Takahiro KUSAKABE Jae Man LEE

Zoology Hiroshi IIDA Takane KANEKO
Entomology Toshiya HIROWATARI Satoshi KAMITANI

Plant Pathology Kenichi TSUCHIYA Naruto FURUYA Minoru TAKESHITA
Insect Pathology and Microbial Control Chisa AOKI Kazuhiro IIYAMA

Insect Natural Enemies Masami TAKAGI
Takatoshi UENO

Midori TUDA

Animal & Marine 
Bioresource Sciences

Functional Anatomy Shoji TABATA Shotaro NISHIMURA Fuminori KAWABATA
Reproductive Physiology Masa-aki HATTORI Nobuhiko YAMAUCHI Tomoki SOH

Chemistry & Technology of Animal Production Yoshihide IKEUCHI Ryuichi TATSUMI Wataru MIZUNOYA

Regulation in Metabolism and Behavior Mitsuhiro FURUSE
Masataka SHIMOJO

Shinobu YASUO

Animal Production & Ecology Takafumi GOTOH
Yutaka NAKANO

Hideyuki TAKAHASHI
Marine Biology Michiya MATSUYAMA Akihiko YAMAGUCHI

Fisheries Biology Shigeo KAWAGUCHI Noritaka MOCHIOKA Akira KURIHARA
Aquatic Field Science Michiyasu YOSHIKUNI Shin OIKAWA Norio ONIKURA

Marine Environmental Science Yuji OSHIMA Yohei SHIMASAKI
Plant Phytochrome Phy Siology Tomonao Matsushita

Agro-environmental Sciences

Forest Sciences

Michito TSUYAMA

Silviculture
Atsushi WATANABE

Koichiro GYOKUSEN
Kotaro SAKUTA

Susumu SHIRAISHI Eiji GOTOH

Forest Production Control Shoji OHGA Shinya KOGA
Tsutomu ENOKI

Naoaki TASHIRO
Yasuhiro UTSUMI

Takuo HISHI
Forest Management Shigejiro YOSHIDA Nobuya MIZOUE Tsuyoshi KAJISA

Forest Policy Noriko SATO Akie KAWASAKI
Erosion Control Tetsuya KUBOTA Yoshinori SHINOHARA

Ecohydrology Kyoichi OTSUKI
Tamao KASAHARA

Masaaki CHIWA
Atsushi KUME

Bioproduction 
Environmental Sciences

Irrigation & Water Manegement Yoshiyuki SHIONGI Tetsuro FUKUDA
Kozue YUGE

Atsushi MARUI
Water Environment Engineering Kazuaki HIRAMATSU Masayoshi HARADA Shinji FUKUDA
Environmental Soil Engineering Takahiro HIGASHI Motohei KANAYAMA

Environmental Geochemistry Shin-Ichiro WADA Yuki MORI
Agricultural Meteorology Masaharu KITANO Kenji WAKIMIZU

Bioproduction Engineering Eiji INOUE
Yasumaru HIRAI

Muneshi MITSUOKA
Takashi OKAYASU

Postharvest Science Toshitaka UCHINO Fumihiko TANAKA Daisuke HAMANAKA

Agronomy & 
Environmental Sciences

Horticultural Science Akira WAKANA Michikazu HIRAMATSU

Agricultural Ecology (University Farm)
Toshihiro MOCHIZUKI

Kaori SAKAI
Yukio OZAKI

Environmental Control for Biology
(Biotron Institute) Jiro CHIKUSHI

Tropical Crops & Environment
 (Institute of Tropical Agriculture) Kazuo OGATA

Bioresources and Management Keiji TAKASU
Sustainable Agricultural Production

Sustainable 
Bioresource Science

Wood Science Junji MATSUMURA Masumi HASEGAWA
Wood Material Technology Noboru FUJIMOTO Hiroki SASAGAMI

Biomacromolecular Materials * Daisuke TATSUMI
Forest Chemistry and Biochemistry Yuji TSUTSUMI Toshihiro ONA Koki FUJITA

Bioresources Chemistry Takuya KITAOKA Hirofumi ICHINOSE
Systematic Forest & Forest Products Science Kuniyoshi SHIMIZU

Biomaterial Design * Tetsuo KONDO Shiugo YOKOTA
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Division Laboratory Professor Associate Professor Assistant Professor
Agricultural & Resource Economics

Agricultural & 
Resource Economics

Environmental Economics Mitsuyasu YABE Goshi SATO
Agricultural Policy Shoichi ITO Hiroshi ISODA Hisamitsu SAITO
Farm Management Teruaki NANSEKI Shigeyoshi TAKEUCHI

Quantitative Economics of Food Industry Koshi MAEDA Satoshi HOKAZONO
Food Marketing Susumu FUKUDA Masahiro MORITAKA

Advanced International Development of Agriculture
Bioscience & Biotechnology

Molecular Biosciences

Biochemistry Makoto KIMURA Yoshimitsu KAKUTA
Takashi NAKASHIMA

Marine Biochemistry Miki NAKAO Tomonori SOMAMOTO
Marine Resource Chemistry * Makoto ITO Nozomu OKINO

Applied Plant Science Etsuko NISHIMOTO

Plant Nutrition Ken MATSUOKA
Takeo YAMAKAWA Masamichi KIKUCHI 

(Research Associate)Akiko MARUYAMA
Molecular Gene Technology * Satoru KUHARA Kosuke TASHIRO Shigeru MUTA

Protein Chemistry & Engineering Yoshizumi ISHINO Takeshi YAMAGAMI
Pesticide Science Akinori HIRASHIMA Naotaka YAMADA

Systems Biology

Applied Biological Regulation Technology * Masahiro OKAMOTO Taizo HANAI Hiroyuki HAMADA
Cellular Regulation Technology * Sanetaka SHIRAHATA Yoshinori KATAKURA Kiichiro TERUYA

Silkworm Genetics Yutaka BANNO Koji YAMAMOTO
Plant Genetics Toshihiro KUMAMARU

Bio-Process Design * Fumihide SHIRAISHI
Metabolic Regulation Research * Shigeki FURUYA

Applied Molecular 
Microbiology & Biomass 

Chemistry

Soil Microbiology Kenji SAKAI
Applied Microbiology Kaoru TAKEGAWA Sadazo YOSHINO

Microbial Technology * Kenji SONOMOTO Jiro NAKAYAMA Takeshi ZENDO

Microbial Genetics
Katsumi DOI

(Senior Asst. Professor)

Food Science & 
Biotechnology

Nutrition Chemistry Masao SATO Bungo SHIROUCHI

Food Chemistry *
Koji YAMADA Michiko NONAKA

(Research Associate)Hirofumi TACHIBANA
Food Analysis * Toshiro MATSUI Mitsuru TANAKA

Food Process & Engineering Mitsuya SHIMODA Noriyuki IGURA Seiji NOMA
Food Hygienic Chemistry Takahisa MIYAMOTO Ken-ichi HONJOH
Plaut Molecular Fuuction

* belongs to the Department of Innovative Science and Technology for Bio-industry in the Doctor’s course
Innovative Science & Technology for Bio-industry **

** opens only for the Doctor’s course.

Karatsu Reseanch Center Naoki NAGAMO
Keishi SAKAGUCHI

Hajime KIFANO

Open Problem Study Program
Ik Joon KANG
Tohru SUZUKI

Foreign Student Support & International 
Affairs

Mako NAKAMURA 
(Senior Asst. Professor)

International Faculty Members Amelia B. HIZON 
(Senior Asst. Professor)

International Education Center

Layne WESTOVER
Chowdhury VISH-

WAGIT
Hisako NOMURA 

(Senior Asst. Professor)
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6. Seminars
     (1) Follow-up Seminar in Vietnam

Follow up seminar of 2012 was held in Can Tho University in Vietnam in Nov. 25th in 2012.  Four JDS fel-
lows presented their master’s thesis and delivered their professional experience in Japan.

     (2) International Seminar at Kyushu University, 14th Feb., 2013.
We have invited four guest speakers from Africa and Asian Countries, and held the seminar titled, “”New 
Challenges of ODA for Agricultural Development Schemes in Recipient Countries”.  Speakers are, Dr. 
Francis A. Mwijande, Senior Lecturer from Mzumbe University, Tanzania, Dr. Vo Tong Xuan, Rector, from 
Tan Tao University, Vietnam, Mr. Tin Htut Oo, Myanmar Agri-Tech Co., Ltd. and Agribusiness & Rural 
Development Consultants (ARDC) from Myanmar, and Dr. Yuko Arayama, Professor at Nagoya University.

7. JDS One Day Excursion
     (1) Excursion to SAGA

Date: 25th Jan, 2013 (Saturday) 
JDS students visited  Ariake reclamation site, Tenzan ski resort and strawberry farm.
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     (2) Rice Planting in Terrace Paddy Field 
Date: 19th May, 2013(Sunday) at City of Ukiha
JDS students joined planting activity at City of Ukiha which is famous of its beautiful terrace paddy.  

     (3) Visit the Organic Rice Farming with Ducks in Iizuka City
Date: 21th July, 2013 (Sunday) at Iizuka city
JDS students also visited rice farmers who practiced the organic rice production by employing ducks as 
weeders.
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8. Reports from JDS Students

BounEua KHAMPHILAVANH

Tow-Year Experiences in Japan
I am a Lao JDS 

fellow (2011), belong 
to Laboratory of Food 
a n d  A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Policy, Department 
of Agriculture and 
Resource Economics, 
G r a d u a t e  S c h o o l 
of Bioresource and 
Bioenvironmenta l 
Sc iences ,  Kyushu 
University.

Living at both university dormitory and renting room was 
completely environmental difference. Almost six months lived 
among international students at dormitory was similarly as living 
in international houses I had experienced in some countries before. 
In contrast, most of neighboring doors, one year and half living at 
renting room, are local Japanese residents (some are old people). 
Here I adapted absolutely my life to Japanese living culture, as 
local society is noiseless communities, therefore, keeping quiet at 
night to respect next doors is a necessary have to keep in mind. 

Japanese food is very tasty and various choices. I 
experienced tasty dishes from various sources–serviced food 
at university cafeterias, restaurants, department stores and food 
which is cooked by myself. Actually I am not good at cooking but 
living here it was a my good chance to practice cooking. 

Transportation is very convenient and services are on time. 
Diverse vehicles are serviced here but big surprise is cycling it is 
used widely on people’s daily life. I always cycle to university, 
shopping and sightseeing nearby my place.  

Gymnasium is a place where it is not only for relaxing 
sport activity after study, I usually do exercise with both playing 
badminton and doing fitness, but it was a location where I made 
new friends as well. Keep healthy is considered as an important 
thing when I live away from my motherland and is also a key 
factor to guarantee to complete two-year course. Playing sport 
not only make me healthy, nevertheless, I gained nice friendship 
among friends from different countries.

The most considerable of my living here is study. My 
academic knowledge and skills, during two-year course, are 
developed significantly through participating lectures and 
seminars, doing my research, discussions and exchanges with 
lapmates, and invaluable recommendations and suggestions 
from qualified professors. Diverse Japanese cultures and its 
development processes are also educated me, by the ways. Here is 
an amazing country, civilization and ancient charming cultures are 
completed compatible. Planned developments are well-organized 
and sustainable manner. 

Sightseeing, many places are very attractive, is an interesting 
activity. Both accompanying my professors for conferences 
and personal journey were good memories. Antique styles of 
Japanese temples or shrines and ancient castles which surrounded 
by modern high buildings are astonished me. I really love taking 
photo of various kinds of brightly colored flower, for instance, 
Sakura, tulip, Kawachi and etc. During my wife had a short visit 
me was the most impressive sightseeing, we had a good chance 
to go sightseeing in beautiful places and take nice photos together 
which it is an our remarkable memory.

All in all, long term living in Japan, it is not only improved 
and developed my knowledge and skills, however, many admirable 
remembrances and new experiences are noticeable. 

PANGNA PHRANAKHONE

My research, my laboratory …
After the Year 1 of my student life in Kyushu University 

had passed, it’s seemly like the second year is very much faster, 
time’s flying…

Since I had prepared everything for my research trip in my 
home land, all questionnaires, permission of supervising professor 
and documentations had been done, I flew back to Laos with my 
heart which was full with homesickness, one to get needed data for 
my work, and one to spend 55 days in the embrace of my family.

The survey was ongoing well with the supportive assistance 
of my colleagues in the target areas, Sangthong District, where 
locates 55km to the northwest of my city, Vientiane. More than 
two hundred sample farmers were interviewed, on their production 
details, separately by organic and inorganic respondents. Once, 
the market prices of inputs for their production were also needed 
to be collected, so I visited several local markets in the district and 
some supermarket in Vientiane City. Those data would be utilized 
for my study with a title of, “Study on Profitability and Factors 
influencing Organic Rice Producing Group Participation: A Case 
of Sangthong District, Vientiane Capital, Laos”, The objectives 
of the study were firstly to examine profitability of organic and 
non-organic rice production by comparing their revenue structure, 
such as gross margin and profit margin with its hypothesis of, 
“Organic farmers could gain higher profit than non-organic 
farmers”; secondly, to identify factors influencing participation 
of local farmers into organic group with results of binary logistic 
regression model by using socio-economic variables of both 
organic and non-organic respondents. Before selecting the suitable 
model for analysis, I had learned many econometric models from 
individual studying, and from senior doctoral and master students, 
so finally I decided to use Revenue Structure Analysis (Profit and 
Gross Margin) to achieve the first objective, and Binary Logistic 
Regression Model to carry out the second objective.

55 days passing very fast, it’s time to going back to my 
lab. I spent nearly 2 months to finish the data entry and learned to 
analyze data with the software. The results of the initial analysis 
was not so satisfying for me, it got me several times to recheck 
the data set until I could find the mistakes of data transfer from 
data set into the analyzing software. Beside that, my seniors had 
contributed a lot to give good advices and instruct me on the detail 
steps of analysis. Finally, the final results of my research had come 
out and been presented to supervising professors and lab mates for 
several times before starting to draft the midterm presentation file 
as well as the full text of thesis.

My midterm presentation was smoothly successful. As I had 
worked hard to prepare technical answers for the unpredictable 

With sincere gratitude,Pangna Phranakhone
*Picture Description: My Supervising Professor, 
Nanseki Teruaki (on my right hand side) and my 
sisters in the same lab (three ladies surrounding).
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question from professors and audiences, I received several 
questions and comments, but those of them were not technical 
questions or they were just seemly general questions actually. 
However, I needed to work harder for the upcoming final defense 
of the graduation presentation, finalizing the draft of my thesis, 
and publishing my results in some suitable journal. To publish 
a paper is not compulsory for master students, but it would be 
advantaged for those who want to continue doctoral degree in the 
near future indeed. Therefore, I decided to publish in international 
journal, as well as to present in a technical conference in Japan.

For the above mentioned success, I don’t know how to 
appreciate JICE/JICA, my professors, and my fellow brothers and 
sisters in the lab, for their kind contributions, assistances, and for 
everything. Our laboratory is not just a place where students use 
for studying, but it is also another home that gathers all members 
to share lives. I will miss them all, and wait for the time to come 
back, to meet again at place I used to be, in the room I used to 
study – in my beloved laboratory.

SODOUANGDENH Somsanouk

Skiing trip at Mizuho Highland
I n  t h e  e n d  o f 

2012,  I  and four  of 
my friends went to ski 
resort named Mizuho 
Highland in Hiroshima 
prefecture during New 
Year vacation. It is two 
days trip; traveling by 
bus. We had leaved at 
10 Pm from Hakata 
s ta t ion and reached 
there  around 6 Am. 
When we get off a bus, 
first impassion were 
snow field surrounding 
us and crowded people 

in early morning. Most of visitors had carried their owned ski 
or snow broad; but we don’t have any equipment for skiing. 
However, there are skiing suit for rental in front of the resort.  A 
set of ski suit included cloth, pants, ski boot, ski or snow broad 
and glove; renting cost around 6500 yen per person. At first I don’t 
know which once is better for beginner between ski and snow 
broad, some of my friend who used to play snow broad said that 
it is easier controlling than ski. But I finally decided to play ski. 
A second impression came out when I found that the ski boot is 
very heavy and a suit is colorful so we took a lot of photo.  Before 
starting, we had a small meal, after that we took the cable car to 
top of mountain. Within our group, there are two persons who had 
experience on ski and snow broad, so we began with practicing 
the basics from our friends such as the way to stand, properly fall 
down and control a ski and snow broad. In the first few hours, I 
and other new player played in beginning stage. I cannot handle a 
ski and fall down many times till I was drained out of energy. At 
that time, I thought that ski sport is not funny but it is a dangerous. 
However, i didn’t give up to playing because i saw many kids 
can play well within enjoy face.  It was motive to push me more 
attempting. Finally I had better playing a ski and all of stressful 
had become happiness, likely i forget the rest of the world and just 
enjoyed skiing. The last exciting in this trip is playing at medium 
stage and playing together with all of my friends; it is the most 
happy hour. This skiing trip is great experience in Japan that I will 
never forget it. I strongly recommend to JDS student who are from 
topical country; you shouldn’t miss this experience.

HOANG DINH CHIEU

Sweet memories and sincere thanks
I t ’ s  amazing 

how fast time flies 
by and I don’t even 
realize that a two-
year period of my 
m a s t e r  c o u r s e  i s 
ending. When I came 
to Japan, everything 
was very new and 
s t r a n g e  f o r  m e . 
With almost 2 years 

staying in Fukuoka, now I really feel Fishery Research Laboratory 
- Kyushu University is my immediate family. Everyday, I go to 
Lab, talk with my Sensei, make experiments with my Lab-mates 
and have lunch together. All such things become familiar to me, 
never forgotten in my heart. These are sweet and unforgettable 
memories in my life. Futhermore, I would like to express my 
sincere gratitude and deep thanks to my Sensei, Prof. Michiyasu 
Yoshikuni, for the great supports of my study. I am also pleased to 
give sincere thanks to all staffs and Lab-mates in my Laboratory, 
for their enthusiastic helps. Finally, I would like to deeply 
thank Japanese Government and Japanese Grant Aid for Human 
Resources Development Scholarship (JDS) program, all Kyushu-
JDS coordinators and Kyushu University giving me opportunities 
to study in Japan. I always wish all the best to Japan and the closed 
Vietnam-Japan relationship.

Next, the main results of my study are briefly expressed as 
follows:

Major Yolk Proteins (MYPs) in relation to ovarian development 
of sea cucumber Apostichopus japonicus (Selenka, 1867)

Introduction
Yolk Protein is an excellent biomarker for understanding the 

process of ovarian development and its regulatory mechanism in 
sea cucumber. The Japanese common sea cucumber (A. japonicus) 
has two yolk related proteins, Major Yolk Protein 1 and 2 from 
two different genes. However, dynamic states of MYPs during 
ovarian development are still unknown in sea cucumber. In this 
study, we analyzed the mechanisms of transfer and accumulation 
of MYPs in oocytes of A. japonicus.

Materials and methods
General sample preparations: Japanese common sea 

cucumbers (A. japonicus) were collected from February to April 
at Kabeshima fishery port, Karatsu, Japan. After dissection, 
coelomic fluid, gonad and body wall (back & abdomen) were 
collected separately. The original coelomic fluid was mixed gently 
with anti-coagulant solution (0.08M EDTA, 0.46M NaCl, 0.01M 
KCl, 0.068M Tris, pH 8.2) with ratio 3:1. The coelomic fluid 
was centrifuged at 500xg for 10 minutes at 40C. Coelomocytes 
(CC) were precipitated at the bottom of tube and kept in -300C. 
Then, supernatant (S1) in 500 x g centrifugation was centrifuged 
at 10,000xg for 15 minutes at 40C. After that, pellet (P10) was 
collected and kept in -300C. Supernatant (S2) in 10,000 x g was 
ultra-centrifuged at 160,000xg for 60 minutes at 40C. Finally, 
coelomic fluid/supernatant (CF) and pellet (P160) were isolated 
and kept in -300C. 

Results and discussion
Changes of ovaries and oocytes from February to April: 

Ovaries and Oocytes increased in size and weight from February 
to April. Ovaries were gradually filled with increasing number 
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and volume of oocytes. Oocytes reached full-grown at the end 
of April. Ovaries were at an early developing stage in February, 
developing stage in March, and advanced growth stage in April. 
Average diameter of oocytes in February, March and April were 
100, 150 and 170 µm, respectively. The oocytes diameter reached 
maximal size (180 µm) at the end of April 

The small vesicles in coelomic fluid: Small vesicles were 
precipitated after ultra-centrifugation. These were small and 
spherical less than 0.2 µm in diameter and not stained by DAPI, 
therefore, these vesicles were probably non- cellular structures.

Changes of Major Yolk Proteins in SDS-PAGE: The major 
protein band of 200 kDa was detected in P160, oocytes, ovaries 
and body wall from undeveloped to the developing ovarian stage 
(Oocytes < 170 µm in diameter). Interestingly, the 200kDa band 
in oocytes disappeared at advanced growth stage (170 – 180 µm) 
with newly appearances of protein bands of 190 kDa, 100 kDa, 
and 90 kDa.

Ident i f icat ion of  major proteins  by tandem mass 
spectrometry (MS/MS analysis): For the protein identification, 
four major bands (200, 190, 110 and 100kDa) were subjected to 
MS/MS analysis after tryptic digestion. Based on the MS/MS ions 
search and peptide mass fingerprinting analyses, 200kDa band is 
composed of MYP 1 and MYP 2. The 190, 110 and 100kDa bands 
are also composed of two MYPs by decreasing molecular sizes. 
Body wall is supposed to store and supply MYPs to coelomic 
cavity. Small vesicles in coelomic fluid may carry these MYPs 
to gonad. During oogenesis, MYPs are transferred to the oocytes 
and accumulated as yolk proteins in oocytes. When oocytes grow 
fully (170-180 µm) just before spawning, 200kDa protein will 
be changed to other major proteins of 190, 110 and 100kDa to 
prepare further development triggered by fertilization.

Conclusion
The major protein (200kDa) in the body wall and small 

vesicles in coelomic fluid were significantly related to major yolk 
proteins in oocytes. MYPs are probably originated from the gut 
and encapsulated by the small vesicles in coelomic cavity. Then, 
MYPs are directly transported to ovary or stored in the body wall. 
Finally, MYPs (200kDa) are changed to other major proteins 
(190, 110 and 100kDa) by decreasing molecular sizes in advanced 
growth ovarian stage (oocytes 170-180 µm in diameter) before 
spawning (Fig. 1). 

Ngo Minh Hai

What and how did I research in Kyushu University?

Time flies fast! A two-year master course under JDS 
scholarship is coming soon to an end. My mind is now mixed: 
happy for preparation of ending the course and feeling that it 
is hard to tell about everything I experienced in Japan.  In my 
previous report in JDS Annual Report 2012, I shared some my 
memorable feelings in daily life in Japan. At this time, I want 
to mention about my research process. This study could not be 
completed without the support from all staff of Kyushu University 
and JICE. Especially I would like to express my sincere thank 
to my supervisors, Professor Fukuda and Asst.Prof. Moritaka in 
Food Marketing Laboratory, for everything they helped during the 
course.

My research topic is about organic vegetables: Why?
Food safety in Vietnam is now serious. Thousand people 

are infected by foodborne disease. Among foods, vegetables are 
considered the most important in Vietnamese daily meal. To cope 
with above-mentioned problems caused by chemical overused 
vegetables, Vietnamese government has implemented “safe 
vegetables” program, however the expansion of safe vegetables 
(i.e. VietGAP) is facing many difficulties and still small. 
Therefore, a presence of organic foods, which is known as no use 
of pesticide, fertilizer and other chemical, brings a new choice 
for consumers. In fact, few studies mentioned about organic 
vegetables in Vietnam. That is why I chose this topic for my study.

How did I do the research: objectives, data collection and 
analysis method?

Objectives. In this study, my main objectives are to answer 
two big questions. First question is what Vietnamese people know 
or define about organic foods? And the second is whether or not 
they are ready to pay higher prices for organic vegetables?

Data collection. To investigate Vietnamese perception 
and demand for organic vegetables, a face-to-face interview of 
the consumers at four big supermarkets in central Hanoi was 
performed. Total sample size was 185. 

Analysis methods. Two main methods used were: ordered 
logit model and double bounded dichotomous choice contingent 
valuation method (DB DCCVM) under logistic regression. 
Specifically, ordered logit model was used to evaluate the 
consumers’ perception of organic vegetables and identify factors 
affecting the perception. Meanwhile, DB DCCVM was applied 
to estimate WTP and explore factors associated with WTP for 
organic vegetables. 

What did I find in the study?
My findings indicate that only about 13% of the consumers 

had adequate awareness of organic vegetables, while a half only 
heard but not understood about organic term. Many of them were 
confused with term “safe”. In addition, label concern and the 
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consumer’s belief in availability followed by occupation were the 
most important factors influencing the perception of organic foods. 
Meanwhile, education and age had positive relationship with the 
perception of organic, but their influential magnitudes were small. 

Continuously, these results reveal that 70-75 percent of 
the consumers were ready to pay higher for organic foods (Fig.1, 
Fig.2).  In addition, average price paid for organic vegetables was 
about 70% higher than that of conventional ones (Table 1). Major 
reasons for the limitation in consumption of the organic foods 
were the lack of information about organic market, inconvenience 
to buy. Besides, the consumers who had higher income, more 
concern about safety of vegetables, and organic-consumed 
experience in the past would be likely to pay more for organic 
vegetables. 

Which policy applications can be drawn from my study for 
expanding organic foods in Vietnam?

First of all, it is necessary to educate and raise the people’s 
awareness of food safety that drives the consumers to safe and 
organic products. Second, a full information strategy should be 
publicized more widely. In addition, a clear label certification (to 
differentiate with safe foods) and adequate recognition system 
for organic foods under strict control system by the government 
is important. Furthermore, retailers may increase their share 
of organic market through opening new shops, attracting new 
customers through old consumers who already used organic 
ones. A lower price strategy by reducing the costs for organic 
productions should be paid more attention to increase organic 
demand in the future. Finally, market segmentation by income 
groups should be considered to utilize consumers’ demand and 
enlarge organic market share.

Nguyen Thi Quynh Chi

Japan – A memorable journey gives the wings for my dreams 
to take off.

Human life is often likened to journeys. Some of them 
only pass by our life, and do not leave any impression on us but 
there are also some unforgettable journeys which make you know 
how meaningful your life is. For me, studying in Japan for two-
year Master under JDS program is such a memorable journey. 
The journey started from August 28, 2011, and my destination 
is Laboratory of Environmental Economics, Kyushu University. 
Since then, it has turned me back to the student life and driven me 
to explore interesting things of oversea student’s life in Japan.

The first thing which I have explored here is the wonderful 

academic life. For every student who used to study here, we all 
perceive that it is an extremely ideal environment for those who 
really want to devote themselves to studying and doing research. In 
each laboratory, studying rooms are assigned to students in order 
to help us have a personal studying place, where we can definitely 
concentrate on studying without any distractions. Library systems 
are equipped with the modern conveniences and plenty of books, 
magazines of different fields. Therefore, students can easily 
find reference books, documents serving their study. Moreover, 
in my laboratory, we also have our own bookcases for keeping 
specialized books that all students in Environmental Economics 
laboratory can use together. The basic university curriculum is the 
same for all international students from different fields, hence I 
mainly study my subject through seminars organized at laboratory 
every week. These seminars offer me precious opportunities to 
discuss research with professor and other friends, and receive 
valuable comments to improve my research. Apart from studying 
and doing research at laboratory, my professor creates the best 
conditions for me to practice presentation skills and have good 
contact with other researchers through international conferences, 
not only in Japan but also in other country. Attending conferences 
is great chances for me to widen my knowledge and share my 
research results. 

Obviously, studying is not always easy and going smoothly 
as we expect. In my case, when starting the first steps of doing 
research, I sometimes got stressful and stuck on finding the 
orientation for my research. However, whenever I am in trouble 
with my research, I always receive the support, encouragement, 
and motivation from my supervisor – Professor Dr. Mitsuyasu 
Yabe as well as friends. It can be said that I cannot finish this 
journey without them. My professor does not mind to spend his 
precious time on clearing up problems related to my research 
anytime. His enthusiasm inspires me to try my best in studying in 
order to deserve to be his student. No words can express all my 
deep gratitude to him. He always tries to help his students as much 
as he can. He together with other professors in Kyushu University 
creates a good image of Japanese professors, making a lasting 
impression on me. People said that almost anyone can become 
a teacher but it takes a special person to be a great teacher. For 
me, my supervisor is such a great teacher, great professor. He is 
always sensitive to his student’s need; put himself into students’ 
shoes to think what he could do to help his students. The things 
that I can study from him are not only the knowledge but also his 
kind behavior towards other people, particularly with his student. 
Moreover, I have opportunities to meet and make acquainted with 
many friends who make me feel warmly and happily during this 
journey, dispelling my lonely and desolate feelings when living far 
away from family. Thanks to all of them, it was amazing how soon 
I adapt to the environment in Japan.

I also would like to express my sincere gratitude to the 
Japanese International Cooperation Center (JICE) and Japanese 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) for granting me a 
valuable opportunity to study at Kyushu University and for their 
thoughtful care during two years I stayed in Japan. Since this 

Fig.1 Percentage of the consumers willing to 
pay for organic tomato by the prices

Fig.2 Percentage of the consumers willing 
to pay for organic choy sum by the prices 

Table 1 Mean/median WTP for organic tomato and choy sum

Measures

Tomato (000VND) Choy sum (000VND)
WTP Lower

bound
Upper
bound

% Organic/
Conventional

(95% CI)

WTP Lower
bound

Upper
bound

% Organic/
Conventional

(95% CI)
Mean 39.36 32.81 88.86 30.89 26.14 55.98

Medium 34.70 30.60 47.54 173% 
(153%-237%)

26.03 23.25 31.56 173% 
(155%-210%)
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journey has been started, it gradually makes my hopes and dreams 
come true, and I know that even when it is finished, it will help my 
hopes and dreams to fly higher and further. Therefore, for all new 
JDSers, you guys are starting the journey which will change your 
life and make you come back a new and better person.

The more thoroughly I understand the culture, people in 
Japan, the more I get closer to this country. My life in Japan passes 
enjoyably. I am excited in exploring Fukuoka which is a beautiful 
city with many tourism sites such as botanical gardens, flower 
parks, hot springs, temples, etc. On the occasion of studying in 
Japan, I have a chance to enjoy the beauty of nature here. Japan 
has four distinct seasons: spring, summer, autumn, and winter so 
that in each season, Fukuoka city covers itself by the different 
beauties. I do like enjoying the signs of changing seasons here. 
Perhaps, when leaving Japan, the light pinks of cherry blossoms, 
the yellows of autumn leaves will be forever embedded in my 
recollection, recalling the image of a beautiful country. 

When I am writing down these feelings is also the time that I 
am going to leave my beloved family – Environmental Economics 
laboratory, saying goodbye to all friends. It is difficult to use any 
words to express clearly all my emotions now. Although life is a 
cycle of hellos and goodbyes, it is still hard for me to know that 
it is going to the time to leave Japan, where I have had so many 
memories. I remember a Vietnamese poet – Che Lan Vien said 
that the land is just the land when we are settling but the land will 
have its own soul when we leave. Fukuoka, Japan is no longer 
just geographical names to me, it now seems become my second 
hometown where I used to live and study happily with kind-
hearted professors and friends.

Two years have left me with unforgettable memories. I will 
carry them for the rest of my life. Though goodbye hurts, just 
hope that someday, somewhere, I still can meet again my beloved 
supervisor and friends. Goodbye does not mean an end but a 
beginning to once again hope and dream. The dream of coming 
back Japan in the very nearest future…

NGUYEN, Thi Thinh

A milestone in my life
Time passes so quickly. 

I am about to say goodbye 
to the people whom I have 
considered as my second 
family. 2 years living and 
studying in Japan is definitely 
a turning point in my life 
which I will never forget. 
Only 2 months left from now 
to the day I leave Japan for 
Vietnam, I would like to share 
what I have learnt, what I 
have achieved and how I have 
grown up during those 2 years. 

Firstly, I have grasped useful specialized knowledge for 
my future career. To me, a student who has no background in 
economics at undergraduate course, participating in a master 
course on agricultural economics seems to be a big challenge. At 
the first time, I ran into many problems in understanding technical 
terms of economics and completely got stuck in a complicated 
“matrix” of economic theories. Thus, I felt stressful, distraught, 
and even had the thought of giving up. Fortunately, with the 
strong supports from professors and students in our laboratory, I 
gradually overcame those initial difficulties. They guided me the 
way I should go to approach this new and also interesting field. 
Reading recommended easily-understanding books and attending 
related lectures provided me with basic knowledge in economics. 
This was the first preparation step for my master research - the 
core goal of a 2-year master course. Not merely a compulsory 
requirement for master students to graduate, master research is 
an interesting experience which develops research skills as well 
as independently working ability of students. The supervisors 
only play a role as consultants to make sure that the research does 
not fall into a wrong direction. Accordingly, I had to develop a 
research proposal by myself, to learn necessary methods to carry 
it out, to manage time effectively, and also to learn presentation 
skills to convey and defense my ideas, etc. Despite of certain 
difficulties, as looking back at the way I have gone through, I 
really feel proud. 

Secondly, I have overcome the fear of giving presentations. 
Not like the education system in Vietnam where students are rarely 
required to make presentations, presentations are indispensable 
to students in Japan. In our lab, we have seminars every week 
on Tuesday and Wednesday. Each student has to present their 
research progress at least once a month to get comments from 
professors and other students. This put a heavy pressure on me as I 
first came here. Giving presentation in front of many people using 
a foreign language turned into a nightmare to me. In order to deal 
with that fear, I was advised to learn to enjoy rather than avoid it. 
I therefore registered to join several classes on how to prepare and 
give presentation offered by native speakers. During the classes, 
I was not only provided with effective tips but also got chance 
to practice and to be corrected by the lecturers. Surprisingly, the 
more I involved in, the more excited I felt. My presentation skill, 
hence, has been improved over time. The fear at the beginning has 
become my interest.  

Thirdly, my bias against studying English in Japan has been 
released. My most concern before deciding to study in Japan was 
that Japan is a non-English speaking country. However my mind 
changed as I started the master course. The course was designed 
and taught by lecturers graduated from prestigious universities 
in English speaking countries in the world. It attracted a lot of 
students from many countries worldwide, which helped create a 
multi-culture studying environment. Besides, many free English 
courses were offered to students by native speakers belonging 
to the English Faculty. Consequently, studying in Japan was not 
much different from studying in other countries in terms of using 
English.

Fourthly, I have made good friends in university. One 
person said “successful study, making friends and forming social 
networks often go hand-in-hand”. University is a wonderful place 
to make friends. My friends are from many countries including 
Laos, Myanmar, Cambodia, France, and so on. We met and 
became friends via a wide variety of studying and social activities 
such as Japanese courses, fieldtrips, conferences…. The difference 
in cultures, religions gave me more confidence and joy to reach 
out, find, and make friends. Friendship has made my student life 
easier and happier.

And lastly, I really have had memorable time during the last 
2 years at Kyushu University. I would like to take this chance to 
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express my sincere thanks to Japanese government for providing 
me the scholarship, JICE office and coordinators, my professors 
and colleagues of Laboratory of Food and Agricultural Policy 
for their supports. With the knowledge and experiences obtained 
in this course, I will be able to contribute to the sustainable 
development of the agricultural sector in Vietnam in the future.

Nong Thi Hue

Japan really gives me a lot of things to take home !!!
I  c a n n o t 

image how fast 
t ime  f l i e s ,  i t ’ s 
been nearly two 
years since I came 
to Japan. Now, sit 
down and think 
about what have 
happend over the 
two years, I am so 
happy with how 
changeable it is! I 

would like to briefly share my research as well as all my feelings 
and some sweet memories in this beautiful country to you!

The theme of research : “Involvement of rice FKBP62 in heat 
signaling”

OsFKBP62, OsFKBP65 are homologues, the member of 
the FK506-binding proteins (FKBPs), belong to the superfamily 
of peptidyl prolyl cis-trans isomerases (PPIases) which are 
conserved and ubiquious proteins in all organisms. To develop 
molecular genetic techniques focusing on OsFKBPs for breeding 
thermotolerant rice (Oryza sativa L.), the present study is 

conducted to investigate the roles of rice large FKBPs under 
heat stress. The results showed that OsFKBP65 is a strictly 
heat-induced and not detectable at 25oC, suggesting that it has 
been degraded during normal condition. Whereas OsFKBP62 
expression is strongly induced at both transcript and protein 
level in all treatment conditions and rice seedlings showed to be 
tolerant to heat stress by pre-treatment with FK506 reagent that is 
a specific inhibitor of FKBPs, suggesting OsFKBP62 appears to 
be important potential of stress tolerance. However, its mode of 
regulation of thermotolerance remains unknown. To clarify signal 
transduction of OsFKBP62 in thermotolerance in rice seedlings, 
effects of the heat stress on the intracellular localization of both 
OsFKBP62 and OsHSP90, and the participation of OsFKBP62 
in the HsfA1/HSP90 complex by interacting with HSP90 using 
BiFC method were examined. OsFKBP62 and OsHSP90 were 
localized in both the nuclei and the cytoplasm in control and heat-
stressed rice seedling (Fig 1). Cytoplasmic and nuclear BiFC 
signals were visualized in vivo interaction between OsHSP90 and 
OsFKBP62 (Fig.2). These present findings suggest that through 
the binding of OsFKBP62 to OsHSP90 might help for activation 
of OsHsfA1 protein, this activated form of HsfA1 is necessary for 
the subsequent up-regulation of heat-inducible genes, leading to 
tolerance of rice seedlings to heat stress.

My impression about Japan
Two years in Japan 

does  not  of fer  me to 
understand everything at 
all, but I can assume that 
Japan is a great nation! 
I remembered that many 
Japanese  peop le  a sk 
me like “why did you 
choose Japan for study? 
Or “what is your most 
impression about Japan?” Well, that was interesting questions to 
answer. For the first one, I said that studying abroad is my greatest 
dream, especially in such a developed country like Japan. It gives 
me a brilliant opportunity to access the latest knowledge as well 
as methodology. That is so great! And the second one, almost 
naturally, without thinking I answered “discipline of Japanese 
people”. Yes, that is the most impressive thing on me about Japan, 
discipline is one of the best characteristic of Japanese society. For 
example, almost Japanese people like drinking, they can share a 
lot of funs together but no alcohol if they drive a car or any other 
vfehicles. They obey the law in a serious way, it is really a part of 
Japanese culture. Another impressive thing is the way Japanese 
people do with each other and to the foreigner. Gong to the shop, 
restaurant, hotel… you are always welcomed with warm smile 
without the care of where you come from. How comfortable it 
is! Besides these, there are much more things such as clean and 
safe city; friendly and hospitality people, “Oishi” food…The 
more learning about Japan, the more understanding why Japan is 
admired worldwide.

My sweet memories…
Passing nearly two years, I have had a lot of sweet memories 

with my labratory, my classmates and all my friend here. It is 
really hard to say which is the best memory for me, but there was 
a sweet memory that would be unforgettable throughout of my 
life, it was my nice trip to Busan, Korea with my sensei, Professor 
Mari Iway-Inoue! Let me share the story to you. On November last 
year, there was the international joint symposium between Japan 
and Korea, I was very excited to join it because this would be the 
second country I go to abroad. I tried my best to do experiment 
with the purpose of getting good results for symposium. 
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Everything would be fine until the last day before leaving Japan 
to the destination, but finally I detected that I could not attend this 
symposium. There was a big misunderstanding between me and 
other student, it was all my faults. Perhaps, no word can express 
my feelings at that time. It was extremely sad! My endeavour, my 
excited feelings turned out to zero. My sensei tried all ways to 
help me but it was not enough time to do anything. She knew how 
sad I was and she said to me one thing that I could not forget “Shall 
we go to Korea together in another time?”. And finally we spent 
3 days in Busan, Korea on new year holiday. It was a wonderful 
trip. You know, she is always busy but she spent time for me, 
took good care of me, suppported me all the time… I have learned 
many valuable lessons after all. I would like to express my deep 
gratitude to her for her great supports during my academic course, 
for the thoroughly kind encouragements and cares to me!

To get such nice experiences in Japan, I would like to 
express my sincerest thanks to Japanese government, JDS program 
give me a great chance to study here. Every experience helps me 
more growing up on the way to the bright future.  From the bottom 
of my heart let me offer my thanks to my family, all my friends, 
my labmates for being there on my side and supporting me all 
through. Without all of you my life would have been incomplete.

Finally, I would like to say that with all great things passed 
through in Japan, I am willing to take Doctor degree here in my 
future. I love my field of study and will enjoy immersing myself in 
it for several years. 

THIEU THI PHONG THU

The memorable time! The remained moments!
As a  second-

year master student, 
this is the last chance 
for me to show my 
thinking, my feeling of 
studying abroad, living 
abroad, especially the 
life in Japan!

F i r s t  a n d 
foremost, I would like 

to express my sincere gratitude towards my supervisor, Assoc. 
Prof. Dr. Takeo YAMAKAWA, laboratory of Plant Nutrition for 
the guidance with all his heart and invaluable advices throughout 
my research as well as my social life. In addition, I also would 
like to give my heartfelt thanks to Professor, Techears and all 
lab’s members in Plant Nutrition Laboratory for their kind 
understanding, their enthusiasm supports during my time in Japan.  
Furthermore, I want to give my thanks to Japanese International 
Cooperation Center (JICE), JDS program committee members 
from Kyushu University for giving me this chance to be learnt and 
studied here as well as your help and care. 

Two years, the time has been almost finished in here, Japan, 
for JDS students in 2011-2013 academic year. There are a lot of 
memory that we will never forget them. 

For academic life, it can be said that, Kuyshu university is 
grateful place to study, research and explore your field, your major 
as a real scientist. I am very proud of  being one of the students of 
Kyushu University which give me enormous chances to study in 
my specific field with sufficient facilities that I have never used 
in my country. We can easily find text books, journals, magazine, 
references from library via internet. For instance, all students 
can rely on our electronic library which you can download and 
borrow journals, magazines, books, reference documents using 
Scopus search through university home page. It is really great and 
excellent electronic system for our study. You can get wireless 
access anywhere inside the campus… Moreover, in laboratory, 
we can discuss and ask frankly any difficulties to our supervisor, 
teachers and other students, they are our family’s members while 
we are studying abroad. In my case, I have studied on application 
fertilizer for rice to improve its seed quality. It has been not easy 
as my imagination, a true, hard and high academic work that 
requires you have to work by doing your best. It is very lucky for 
me, my supervisor “my sensei” guided me minutely with all his 
kind heart, he taught me in his way that I felt very comfortable to 
get knowledge from him without any stress.

For daily life, the feeling is very different from each 
person. Although I have a little homsickness, the life has still 
been nice here, Fukuoka. There are many beautiful places to visit, 
for example Dazaifu temple, Zazaguri shrine, Uminonakamichi 
park…; many attractive events to enjoy (culture exchange, 
activities of internatinal student association, Japanese events…); 
the food is suitable for me as well; especially, Janpanese people 
are friendly and kind, they make me feel very warm and being 
familiar with the life far from my native country. In addition, 
living abroad is good chance for me to make many friends from 
many countries as well as introduce the culture of my country to 
them. It was great feeling when you could show your traditional 
custom to international friends. It will not be ended if I have 
to express all issues about our University and living in Japan. 
Therefore, I am sure that everybody can get full satisfaction and 
excellent knowledge when you have a chance to study in Kyushu 
University as well as living in Fukuoka.

Finally, everything can not be say in words, instead of 
mentioning with words, I would like to keep them deep inside my 
heart for the rest of my life. I will never forget this time, living in 
Japan as a studying abroad – student!

CHIM KOSAL

Laboratory of Forest Management
It has been two year in Fukuoka, Japan. I will graduate 

from Kyushu University in the next few months. Looking back 
to what I have been through, time is really flying very fast and I 
am really enjoyed living and studying here.  During this second 
year everyone is seem busy with their research thesis. Therefore, 
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I would like to introduce you about my research study “Change 
in hydrological components and forest cover in the Chinit River 
Watershed, central Cambodia”.

Water is an essential resource for all life in this planet. 
Globally, the problem is getting worse as cities and populations 
grow, and the needs for water increase in agriculture, industry 
and households. Currently, water scarcity is a big concern for 
the world. In Cambodia, water resource is rich and extremely 
crucial because round 80% of people depending on agriculture 
sector. Chinit River is a river located in Kampong Thom Province, 
central Cambodia; it is a major tributary of the Tonle Sap Lake, 
which joins the Tonle Sap River at the downstream end in the 
larger Mekong basin. The watershed includes a large scale of 
lowland evergreen natural forests, but deforestation and forest 
degradation have been occurring. Land use changes may have 
huge potentially influence to the hydrological components within 
an area (Kanokporn Boochabun et al., 2007). Therefore, the 
objectives of this research were to (1) find the effect of forest 
cover change on hydrological components, (2) to estimate the 
evapotranspiration (ET) of the rubber, cassava, rice, and (3) 
to find the effect of large scale expansion of rubber on water 
resources in the future. The research was conducted in Chinit 
Watershed which mainly in Kampong Thom Province. It is about 
178 Km from Phnom Penh City and about 85 km from Kampong 
Thom Town. The studied watershed area covered 4214.12 Km2.  
Firstly, we measured the changes in land use and hydrological 
components such as rainfall, discharge and evapotranspiration in 
the Chinit watershed. Daily rainfall and hydrological data were 
obtained from Ministry of Water Resources and Meteorology 
(MOWRAM), and regressions were developed to fill missing 
data from 1997 to 2010. The GIS data of forest cover 1997, 
2002, 2004, 2010 and land use 2006 was obtained from Forestry 
Administration and Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and Fishery 
(MAFF). The result showed that the overall ET in the whole 
Chinit River Watershed from 1997 to 2010 was 995 ± 183 mm/
year, discharge 467 ± 186 mm/year, and rainfall 1462 ± 183 mm/
year. Furthermore, there was the relationship between discharge 
and forest cover change (r = 0.84 and P<0.05). However, there 
was insignificant relation between forest cover change and rainfall 
(r = -0.25 and P>0.05) & ET (r = -0.59 and P>0.05). Therefore, 
forest cover change may lead to water resources shortage in the 
future. This may due to the large expansion of rubber plantation 
and small number of sample size of forest cover changes. There 
should be annual study for long period of time or more data to 
make the clear conclusion. Secondly, evapotranspiration of rubber, 
cassava, and rice was estimated based on Penman-Monteith 
equation. Daily meteorological data from 2005 to 2010 were also 
obtained from MOWRAM. The ET of rubber (1473mm/year) was 
quite high as compared to cassava (1289mm/year), rice (1114mm/
year) and evergreen forest (1139mm/year, Nobuhiro et al., 2007). 
Thirdly, by using hydrological and meteorological data collected 
from MOWRAM, land use from MAFF, and future prediction of 
rainfall from intergovernmental panel on climate change (IPCC), 
the effect of large scale rubber expansion was estimated. There 
was no evidence found for negative effects on water resources by 
large scale rubber expansion with IPCC rainfall scenarios. On the 
other hand, large scale expansion of rubber steadily affected the 
local water resources if the rainfall kept constant 1462 mm. There 
will be shortage of water resources in the future. The increasing 
huge area of rubber plantation in the future may have relatively 
impact to the hydrological components. Finally, governance, 
decision makers, and other related work organizations have to find 
the optimal point of cleared forest for agriculture or other purposes 
and protected forest according to the economical view, demand, 
and the growth of our countries; however, we need to take into 
account about social and environmental views.    

Last but not least, I would like to express my sincere thanks 
to Professors Shigejiro Yoshida, Kyoichi Otsuki, Associate 
Professors Nobuya Mizoue, Yoshiyuki Miyazawa, Assistant 
Professors Tsuyoshi Kajisa, Yoshinori Shinohara, and Dr. Tetsuji 
Ota (Kyushu University), for providing assistant, encouragement, 
helping and support my research. This appreciation also goes to all 
my laboratory members for their kind assistant and warm welcome 
during my study. Finally, I would like to thank to Japanese 
Government, Japanese people, and all Kyushu University staffs, 
especially JICE and JICA staffs for their kind assistant, supported 
and providing me very precious opportunity to pursue my higher 
education in Kyushu University, Japan.

KOUN PICH 

Time flies quickly. I still remember clearly the March 
30, 2011 that was the day I received the official announcement 
from JICE Office that “You have successfully passed the final 
interview and become a JDS Fellow 2011-2012”. To me, that was 
the happiest time in my student life because my dream for oversea 
study became true. I could not believe that two years studying in 
Japan has been passed very fast, and time for my leaving from 
Japan is coming soon. It is really hard for me to say goodbye after 
all of the wonderful and sweet memories with all of you. Two 
years here have provided me a lot of things such as education, 
social network, fruitful friendship, self-development, and life 
styles.

Kyushu University is one of the famous universities in 
Japan, and it is also the biggest university on the Kyushu Island. 
There are about two thousand international students from more 
than eighty countries around the world. I am so proud of being an 
international student of Environmental Economic Laboratory of 
the Faculty of Agriculture, Kyushu University. Studying in Japan 
is the highest preference during my educational period. In order to 
fulfill the university academic requirements, international master 
students have to obtain at least 30 credits of total subjects plus a 
successfully completed research thesis.

My academic life started after a formal entry ceremony 
in 2011, October. All lectures for the master course under JDS 
program are conducted in English. This special course is called 
International Development Course which provides essential 
background in the field of Agriculture and Resource Economics, 
Advance Technology in Agriculture and International Rural 
Development, etc…All above mentioned subjects are very 
important for academic resources to support diverse studies and 
researches. To gain varieties learning methodologies, national and 
international professors are invited to provide the lectures. During 
the lectures, professors and the students have great opportunities 
to share ideas, experience exchanges related to the study field. 

Honestly, be informed that I was very warmly welcome 
by professor, staff and friends from Environmental Economic 
Laboratory which is supervised by Professor Dr. Mitsuyasu 
YABE. In this laboratory, everyone is very kind, friendly and keen 
to help each other. Let me talk about laboratory activities. One of 



16

these activities is the regular seminar which is conducted every 
week. Every student has to present his/her research work, statistic 
and econometrics lectures. It is also good opportunity for the 
students to practice doing presentation and show up their research 
progresses. In presentation and discussion session, comments, 
suggestions and recommendations from friends and professors 
have become high value and good guidance to improve what and 
how we are learning. After my return to Cambodia, I strongly 
hope to bring all of the knowledge and applicable experiences to 
contribute for the sustainable development of Cambodia in the 
nearest future as I am a young government official.  

Last but not least, I would like to express my sincere 
thanks to Japanese Government for assisting my home country 
(Cambodia) in any development sectors; especially the Japanese 
Grant Aid for Human Resource Development Scholarship 
(JDS) program which allowed me to pursue my study in Japan. 
Meanwhile, I would like to gratefully acknowledge to JICA for 
sponsoring my study, and all staff of JICE for taking care and 
helping me for various procedures required during my 2-year 
study in Japan. Moreover, I would like to give my grateful thanks 
to the Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC), Ministry of Rural 
Development (MRD) of Cambodia and especially my kind and 
helpful supervisor, Professor Dr. Mitsuyasu YABE for his great 
supports to me. Without his frank comments, I could not have 
finished this research successfully. In addition, my profound 
thanks are also given to my families, teachers, friends and all of 
laboratory members for their special supports and encouragement. 
I am really indebted to all of you. Unforgettably, I have really 
had nice memorable time in my life during my 2-year study at 
Kyushu University located in Fukuoka City, Japan. I love that I 
am surrounded by good and kind people like you all; some are like 
family to me. There are no words that are good enough to thank 
you. However, I would like to say Goodbye to all of you now 
because my time in Japan is limited, but Goodbye is not forever, 
Goodbye is not the end. It simply means that I still miss you all 
until we meet again in the nearest future. Please keep in touch!

Thuch Phalla

Life in Kyushu University and Fukuoka
O n e  y e a r 

a n d  t e n  m o n t h s 
was passed. I felt 
that time have been 
passed very fast and 
I remain only two 
more months to be 
here.  Laboratory 
is one of the most 
i m p o r t a n t  p l a c e 

for me, because at there I can focus on my study, consultation, 
discussion with my sensei and senior. In addition, my lab mates 
are friendly and helpful. Moreover, library is other option, where I 
can find useful document, newspapers and other books.

I have been traveled to many places in Japan for both field 
work and sightseeing. The most interesting place is Hokkaido. 
I have been there with my professors and lab mates for one 
week. The landscape in Asoro is very beautiful, especially huge 
grassland with warm weather, even in summer. Moreover, we 
visited Botanic Garden Hokkaido University and Akane Lake and 
we took ferry for sightseeing. Furthermore, we visited university 
of forest in Miyasaki prefecture and Oita prefecture. In next 
September, we will visit Yukushima, Kagoshima prefecture for 
one week. Beside academic trips, I and other Cambodian students 
have been visited Kitakyushu, Nagasaki, Beppu city and many 

places in Fukuoka for sightseeing.
Even in Fukuoka, there are not much Cambodian students, 

but we have been founded Association of Cambodian Student in 
Kyushu (ACSK). This association is play an important role to help 
Cambodian students for academic, daily life and exchange culture 
and experiences with other students. We have been established 
our homepage http://kyushu.csaj-khmer.org/ and facebook page is 
http://www.facebook.com/acskkyushu. 

Till today, I almost complete my master’s thesis. My topic is 
Errors of Carbon Accounting in Tropical Forests: A case study 
in Cambodia. Now, I would like to summarize my research.

Introduction 
Tropical forest is one of the most important sites for carbon 

sink because of its covering 1664 million ha, about 42% of the 
global forest (Sasaki N. et al. 2012). Accounting for forest carbon 
stocks is important for understanding carbon balance and changes 
resulted from deforestation and forest degradation (Sasaki N. et al. 
2012). There have been limited studies on analyzing the sources 
of errors in tropical forests, especially tropical monsoon forests 
like Cambodia, which include evergreen, degraded evergreen, 
regrowth and deciduous forests. Clearly understanding errors 
in estimation aboveground biomass is useful for developing 
strategies for reducing the trouble in biomass estimate in the future 
(Kelly M. et al. 2001). The objectives of this study are, therefore, 
to 1) choose minimum tree DBH (Diameter at Breast Height) at 
1.3 m from the ground to be measured and determine appropriate 
plot size for forest carbon accounting, 2) evaluate data quality 
of forest inventory by different surveyors, 3) choose appropriate 
allometric equations for forest carbon accounting for Cambodia’s 
forest. The study area is in Kampong Thom province, central part 
of Cambodia. The data used in this study were derived from 33 
plots. 

Results and Conclusion
(1) First, the average carbon stock of DBH class>10 cm 

used equation 1 and equation 2 shared 85% of the total, which 
is extremely higher than the value from DBH class≤10 cm for 
evergreen, deciduous and degraded evergreen forests, while 
about 60% the shared of regrowth forest. Therefore, we should 
take account of relatively large proportion of smaller trees of less 
than 10 cm in regrowth forest, while the minimum DBH at 10cm 
should be selected in deciduous, evergreen and degraded evergreen 
forests for forest carbon accounting. Second, the result revealed 
that the variation of carbon stock of large plot was lower compared 
to others as expressed SD obtained from plot size simulation. 
Therefore we suggested that larger plot size at least 30m x 30m is 
required for evergreen, degraded evergreen and deciduous forests.

(2) We found that the DBH measurement of field teams 
tended to overestimate as compared to control team, but these 
differences were not statistically significant. Tree height had the 
significant error in measurement. In addition, the measurement 
errors of field teams for DBH occurred in larger DBH, while 
the measurement errors of tree height started at the beginning of 
measurement. There were three reasons of measurement errors 
consisted of the condition of forest, technique and human errors. 
Moreover, the data quality in this study did not achieve in MQO of 
the US FIA and Canadian CMI. Only data quality of tree DBH was 
relatively higher as compared with the previous experiences in US 
(Pollard J.E. et al. 2006) and Japan (Kitahara F. et al. 2008).

(3) The result showed that an equation with wood density did 
not affect the estimation of aboveground biomass and/or carbon 
stock compared to other equations used DBH as predictor variable, 
whereas, equation including tree height as predictive variable 
was also lower compared to equation with tree DBH. Using of 
wood density and tree height as predictor variables did not affect 
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the result largely because one fault value of wood density (0.57) 
was used and data of tree height may be uncorrelated to DBH. 
Therefore, we could select two scenarios:  first, we can select tree 
DBH and tree height as predictor variables, if data of trees height 
are available with high precision. Second, we chose only tree 
DBH as predictor variable to estimate aboveground biomass and/
or carbon stock. 

 Finally, I would like to express my profound thanks to 
Japanese government for providing scholarship, JICE officers for 
their support and my supervisor and lab mates for their advices. 
Moreover, I want to thank Royal Government of Cambodia to 
allow me study in Japan, my colleagues for spent their time to 
help me during my research in Cambodia. My heartfelt thanks 
my parents, beloved wife and son, and all members of my family 
for their sacrificed, encouragement, and supported throughout my 
study. 

  
KEYWORDS: 

Forest Carbon accounting, Reducing Emission from 
deforestation and forest degradation plus, aboveground biomass 
, tree diameter at breast height at 1.3 m from the ground, United 
States Forest Inventory Analysis , Canadian Change Monitoring 
Inventory, allometric equations, Kampong Thom province, 
Cambodia.

Kyi Moe 

Memorable Surprising Things in Japan

Japan! The word ‘Japan’ and Japanese people have deeply 
imprinted in my heart and on my mind. Before coming to Japan, 
I had mixed feelings of excitement and anxiety. Now I find Japan 
exciting and amazing! How time flies? Two years in Japan seem 
quite a while to me. Before long, it is time for me to go back to 
my homeland. Thanks to the Japanese Grant Aid Human Resource 
Development Scholarship (JDS), I have got a golden opportunity 
to study in Japan. With an ever-smiling face, generosity and 
kindness of Yamakawa Sen Sei, the study time at Plant Nutrition 
laboratory of Kyushu University has been a fruitful and wonderful 
experience in my life. What a worthwhile stay and study it has 
been! I have collected a lot of memorable surprising things during 
my stay in Japan.

 Looking back, I still vividly remembered the day when the 
airplane landed in Japan. Many amazing things warmly welcomed 
me. I was at first shocked by differences in culture, language, life 
styles and food. Everything is printed in Japanese language. As 
a foreigner, I faced a lot of difficulties due to language barriers. 
Before moving to Kyushu University, I had to stay at a hotel 
for one month. Every morning, I was served different kinds of 
Japanese foods as breakfast. The taste of “Sushi” (raw fish) was 
quite strange on my tongue. The sense of “Miso” soup made me 
difficult to swallow. Oh! A thought struck me: “How can I survive 
two years in Japan?” Luckily, day after day, I have gotten used to 
it.

In my leisure time, I went out for shopping at some malls. 
One day, I unfortunately got lost my way back to the hotel. I asked 
a Japanese gentleman for the way to my hotel. He explained me in 
Japanese. I couldn’t understand what he said. Here, I was surprised 
to see his kindness. He took me to the hotel back! How kind he is! 
That’s one of those sweet memories I have gathered in Japan.

During the first month in Japan, I felt it was the longest 
month in my life. The feeling of homesickness was unavoidable. 
As time passed by, I relieved from that kind of feeling because 
of the warmth and care of my professor. The Japanese students 
studied together are kind and always ready to help me whatever 
I am in need. Their smiles, their sweet words and their kind 
behaviors made me forget my homesickness and enjoyed the 
happy study times. While studying, they are quiet, and seldom 
speak to each other. They fully concentrate on their study and 
do their experiments in the deepest care and consider everything 
critically. What the hard-working students!

Moreover, I was surprised to see the relationship between 
teachers and students in Japan. They discuss each other in an 
open-minded manner. I don’t see the fears and the hesitation 
of students in classroom. At weekly seminar, all students must 
present a recently published paper which is related to their study 
field. All students actively participate. The professor and all 
teachers ask questions and give some suggestions and comments. 
What an amazing thing! They are trained themselves every day. 
Most students spend their time on doing research at the laboratory 
and reading articles at the library. At a party, teachers and students 
sit, drink and enjoy food together. There is no role differentiation 
and discrimination between teachers and students. I felt so happy 
during party time because I got an opportunity to discuss with my 
professor freely. 

Every morning, I had to go to my experimental rice field. It 
was a little bit far from my university. On the way, I had to pass a 
primary school. I always saw schoolchildren who were cleaning 
their school together with their teachers. They dressed uniformly. 
They had to take the responsibility themselves in cleaning. What 
the well-trained students! Thus, it is no wonder to me why Japan is 
very clean and beautiful. 

Sometimes, I strolled besides the stream in the evening. 
Many Japanese people also strolled with their pets. I noticed some 
special bags in their hands. I was curious why they kept those 
bags. Very soon, my question was answered by the amazing view. 
A Japanese woman was collecting the feces of her pets in the bag. 
What a great sense of responsibility! On the roads and at the public 
places in Japan, there is no trash. Everyone takes the responsibility 
for sanitation. 

In the trains and buses, using mobile phones is prohibited; 
many people spend their time on reading a newspaper or book or 
using the Internet. They always take a good care not to happen 
to disturb others by means of voices or behaviors. They respect 
and regard each other. Especially in the shopping malls, banks or 
public places, the staff members serve their duties with smiling 
faces, kind words and dutiful spirits. At a convenient store or 
ticket counter, all people always queue systemically to get food or 
tickets. What civilized manners Japanese are trained!
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Even though most Japanese people are rich, they never hire 
servants or maids for household chores such as cooking, cleaning, 
ironing or doing laundry. The parents look after the children for 
everything. On the weekend, the parents enjoy the holidays with 
their children on picnic or playing sports. At restaurants, they 
order only the amount of food they want to eat. There is no waste 
of food or drink. The parents train their children to eat all what 
ordered. What a good habit! 

Another amazing thing is garbage system. The trash, 
vegetables or fruits from kitchen are separated into the items 
such as burnable, unburnable and reusable. Even a kid follows 
that rule. That kind of system makes the environment clean and 
save the energy. In Japan, all transportation is running in the 
designated time sharply. The records say there are only seven 
seconds of delay time of trains in a year. All Japanese people 
value and respect the time. Due to the good time management 
and punctuality, everything is smooth at work, travelling and in 
studies. 

Nowadays, nobody can stand alone for a successful life. 
Thus, it is of importance to adopt and modify the good characters 
of others. We should strengthen the strengths and diminish the 
weak points. In the same way, we should learn and exchange 
different cultures, ideas and technologies among countries in the 
world. Ongoing to a better life, the mutual learning, exchanging 
opinions and the collaboration with each other are essential for 
the global village of the world. Throughout my life, studying and 
living in Japan has offered me many memorable surprising things 
which are of a big help for me to serve the development of my 
homeland in one way or another. Last, but not least, the word 
“Nihon,” which means the sun, will always remain bright in my 
heart and warm on my mind. ARIGATO!!

Myo Zaw

Study in Institute of Tropical Agriculture, Kyushu University

As a second year Master student, most of my times were 
spent in the Laboratory to be success the research. All of staff 
members from our Laboratory helped and supported me during 
doing the research works. Our institute has three sections and I 
belong to Tropical Crops and Environmental Section. My field of 
study is Plant pathology and I specialized on the fungal diseases of 
rice. My research title is “Pathotypic and genetic characterization 
of Pyricularia grisea, causal organism of rice blast disease in 
Myanmar”. Here, I would like to thank the Fukuoka branch, Moji 
plant protection station, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries, Japan for the permission to bring the disease samples to 
Japan. 

During the studying period, I had a great chance to survey 
to the farmers’ fields of Fukuoka prefecture and Oita prefecture. 
Only few infections of rice blast disease were found in the field 
because farmers used the resistant cultivars and they had good 
awareness of the rice blast disease and protected their field by 
using fungicides. Moreover, I got very nice opportunities to attend 

the academic meetings of plant pathology and I presented oral 
presentation in 2013 annual conference of the phytopathological 
society of Japan in Gifu University. I want to express my gratitude 
to Prof. Dr. Kazuo Ogata, Assistant Prof. Dr. Masaru Masumoto 
and all of staff members of our institute for supporting my study.

Although most of the times were passed by studying, we had 
field trips and BBQ party for recreation. Among the trips, visiting 
to the Tenzan ski resort and strawberry picking at Matsumoto farm 
in January, 2013 and Motooka field trip in 14th July, 2013 were left 
in my memory remarkably. I enjoyed playing on the snow with my 
friends during the Tenzan trip and we can pick up the strawberry 
by ourselves and had the very fresh fruits. The strawberry in Japan 
is big and very delicious and I like it too much.

I think there is no another Laboratory, like Institute of 
Tropical Agriculture, because it has no Japanese students. So, I had 
few opportunities to learn Japanese language and to be friend with 
the Japanese people. However, I can explore Japanese agriculture 
and culture during the field trip organized by the branch office 
of Faculty of Agriculture at Ito Campus, Kyushu University. We 
met to the farmer and study rice, rose and strawberry growing. 
Although the farmer explained their works in Japanese language, 
the volunteer Japanese students translated. So, we understand very 
well and can communicate to the farmers and ask some questions. 
And then make a group discussion and presentation about the 
cultivation of rice and some vegetables and flowers. After that, 
we took a part the traditional festival of “Motooka Gion Bayashi”. 
In the festival, two groups, elders one and children one, played 
Japanese traditional musical instruments. I’ve learnt that the 
people from Motooka region not only conserve their traditional 
culture, but also hand-over it to the young generation. Moreover, I 
enjoyed the traditional dance of “Shishi-mai” (Lion dance) which 
was very ancient traditional dance. I’ve got a lot of knowledge 
from the trip and I would like to express gratitude to the farmers, 
volunteer students and organizers of the trip.

My study in Kyushu University will be completed in next 
September and the time for leaving Japan is coming soon. There 
were a lot of sweet memories and unforgettable experiences in two 
years study in Japan. Finally, I am greatly indebted to Japanese 
Government and JICE office for providing me with the scholarship 
and all the necessary facilities.

Tual Cin Khai

Reminiscence of a Ryugakusei – II
To be frank, I was 

shock by an awakening 
realization that Sayonara 
time is being approached 
when article for Annual 
Report of 2013 is requested 
to us. At the same time it 
made me recall want I have 
experienced or what we 
have learned throughout 
our study program in the 
past two years. I concluded 
myself at finally that it 
would be a joyous time 
because the past period of 
two years seems not long for me but with numerous memoir and 
experiences. Indeed, to pick up one topic for an article among 
those memoir and experiences is not just an easy task. All of them 
are equally important and are of reminiscences that will be always 
in my mind. Finally, I am able to decide to share the below two 
reminiscence of mine which I dare not hope to face in any other 
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place except Japan. Indeed, as being a valuable experience of 
mine, I also recorded those life memoirs of Feb 7 and May 3 of 
2013 in my facebook account. 

Diary: Feb 8, 2013(Friday)
Yesterday night, while studying at the Lab (Hakozaki 

Campus, Kyushu University), I noticed that my wallet was not in 
my pocket. As being not want to lost concentration on the study, 
I comforted myself that it should be in somewhere in my room 
(apartment). Actually, I was preparing for PPT for seminar on 
Feb 13. When I got back home around at mid-night, I started to 
worry a little bit because I could not find it in anywhere. Then, 
I have to recall where I went, what I did before leaving for the 
Lab. Finally, I concluded that it have been dropped in somewhere 
between Deo Deo Shopping Center in Kashihama Ward where 
we last visited and Hakomastu Ward where my apartment situated 
in. As I said , I was, then a little bit worry because inside my 
pocket were my Student ID, Alien Registration Card, Bank Card 
which are important for me and, of course, a small amount of 
cash, as usual. At the same time, however, I kept faith because, 
with the contact address of mine including my hand phone 
number written in the cards inside the wallet, the possibility 
of getting back the lost property was high. This is Japan!
So, this morning, I went to the (Najima) Police Station that situated 
by the street we passed yesterday night. To make short, despite 
the helpful and dutiful efforts of the police officers, all my hope 
was in vain. There was no lost and found item reported. Then, I 
have nothing or there was nothing I could continue except to try 
to forget about it and to go back to the Lab. Time is precious!
I was keeping on studying at Lab in the afternoon when I got a 
phone call from the Police Station. But it was not from the Najima 
Station as I wished. With all my best Japanese Language skill, 
I though/guessed as I was politely informed to pick the wallet 
at the Police Station near Hakozaki JR Station. (The more they 
speak polite Japanese, the more it difficult to understand for us 
with our limited language skill). Without delay, when I got to the 
Police Station, they returned my wallet with it all good condition.
Indeed, the history is that a Japanese lady passed the street near 
our apartment (Hakomatsu) last night found an old wallet on the 
street. She picked it up and just passed it to the nearest Police 
Station. For  Ms. Humiko Matsuoka, the one who found the wallet, 
I am not sure how many times she ever found such lost property 
but for me it was the second time I lost my wallet and the second 
time I got it back, the same that very wallet in this Fukuoka City. 
The same experience, in outside Japan, I ever lost my wallet 
two times in different town, different wallet. I totally lost one 
and got back the other one with items inside except the money.
This is my recent experience. Perhaps I may be a careless guy 
to lose the same wallet two times within a single one year. To 
lose the same item two times can never be “good” but perception 
from the different point of view, I cannot help expressing my 
gratitude and respect to the Japanese people for their sincerity. 
( 感謝の言葉：ふみこ松岡さんに本当にありがとうございま
した。)

Dairy: May 3, 2013 (Friday)
Normally, it’s quite uncommon, for me, to receive letters or 

parcels in here, Kyushu Japan. Surprisingly, unexpected parcels 
had arrived to our laboratory through postal service today. Not 
mere a small one but a total of three big parcels! When unpacked, 
inside the boxes were multiple items mainly stationery, books, 
academic papers, dictionaries, CD records, floppy disks, letters, 
music album in tapes and CDs ( Khans Mg Toe, Sai Htee Sai.old 
Myanmar vocalists), different kinds of copied papers, note books, 
maps, etc….all of my old belongings as a student in Miyazaki 
University, a decade ago. 

When seeing these, I was struck by the realization that 
within a decade, how things have been changed between then and 
today. I am not sure if the young students’ today know what we 
called ‘floppy disk’. The GIS software Arcview version 3.0 at 
that time has, now updated to version 10.3. Nowadays, it’s hard 
to see students holding book on dictionary at their hand. Rather, a 
piece of a single iPad they hold will be stylized and of supportive 
to them as it is good for all round purposes: for photo shooting, 
for music and entertainment , for internet communication, for 
taking note or for recording etc. for whatsoever!. Perhaps, in the 
class, the lecturer’s voice will be automatically appeared as letter 
words in the screen or who can say advanced technology will 
be unable to translate one’s lecture to another one’s own mother 
language in the near future. Let’s just wait the next decade. But 
for today, it may not be the modern technology that is most 
important to us as human being. If I were to be granted a perfect 
prayer, I will simply claim to be within the bound of whom I love 
and who love me. I just want to re-encounter with good teachers 
like Kai Professor who have been patiently kept my messy items 
for more than a decade despite knowing that it was almost sure 
that I will not be able to come back. It’s a shame I failed to send 
even a single short message of remembrance during those time.  
(P.S.: After spending one year at Miyazaki University in 2003, I 
went back to home country to appeal the extension for approval of 
continuing study. I failed, unfortunately. I only know (lately) that 
my Professor has been waiting until the end. Now, he is preparing 
to get retired and before that he sent what all he has taken care 
throughout the past ten years. I duly received them today)

Chanthy INTRAVONG

My life and study in Japan “Especially 
Study in Kyushu University”

When I  was announced as a 
Japan Grant Aid for Human Resources 
Deve lopment  Scho la r sh ip  ( JDS) 
fellow from the Japan International 
Cooperation Center (JICE) in Lao PDR. 
I was very excited that my dream comes 
true because I always dream to study 
abroad particularly Japan. I believe that 
Japanese education system can provide 
me more useful knowledge and experiences that I can apply for 
my work and also be a part of developing my home country. I’m 
the first year master student of JDS program (2012-2014) and I’m 
very proud to be a student of Kyushu University (Kyudai). Kyushu 
University is one of the best ranking universities in Japan and the 
biggest university in Kyushu Island.

I arrived Japan on August 22, 2012 and my life in Japan 
was started in Osaka Prefecture. Since I arrived Osaka the Japan 
International Cooperation Center (JICE) was organized orientation 
program for new JDS students from several countries, and all 
JDS students were joined many orientation programs. The most 
interesting programs are the introduction on how to live and 
study in Japan and how to survive from disasters. At that time we 
were also visited and participated in the disaster demonstration 
practicing activities at Kyoto Disaster Management Center. After 
the orientation programs in Osaka, on September 3, 2012 all 
JDS fellows who study in Kyushu University moved to Fukuoka 
city, Fukuoka Prefecture the place of university located in by 
Shinkansen (bullet train) and then, we were transferred to Vessel 
hotel. Staying there made me felt a bit lonely because I’m the 
only Lao student who studies in Kyushu University, while others 
prefer to study law in Nagoya, environmental and hydropower 
engineering in Shiga and Kyoto, and economy in Hiroshima. I 
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Bui Thi Nha Trang

The time in Japan is the most wonderful time in my life. 
I experienced many interested activities and learnt the useful 
lessons. But above all thing is chance to meet and work with 
Japanese people who make me feel closely and warmly as in my 
family. I would like to share my feeling with you.

My case is very special so I came to Japan with many 
disadvantages and took worries from my family with me. Some 
days before departure, I knew that I was a 12weeks pregnant, and 
my family said “You should cancel this course and stay in Vietnam 
until you are delivered a child”. I was hesitated. But I didn’t want 
to miss the opportunity of studying in Japan, so I entered Japan 
as schedule. I really worried about my case, a pregnant in foreign 
country without family. Day after day, I recognized that Japanese 
people are my family, I will be save in Japan.In Japan, if you need 
any support, Japanese people will help you without hesitating. 

When we entered Japan at Kansai Airport (in Osaka), 
support from JICE staffs made us set on mind at rest instead of 
nervous and worry when started to live alone abroad. They took 
care us as family member although that was the first time we met 
each other. After that, we went to our University. I met JICE staffs 
in Kyushu area and come to Kyushu University with their support. 
Here, Yoshino san, a JICE staffs did as she is my older sister. She 
encouraged me and helped me choosing suitable hospital, finding 
an apartment, etc..

In Kyushu University, I can confirm that you will feel very 
close and warm atmosphere when you are here. My professor 
not only did not burdensome to have a pregnant student but 
also support me a lot. He told other member in my Laboratory 
to support me and he himself help me to find a suitable nursery 
for my daughter although he is very busy. In the first semester, I 
attended classes every day so I met my teacher and my friends. I 
received special care from all my teachers and they reminded me 
take care myself when the winter started coming. Some time I felt 
tired and homesick but those sentiment encouraged me and help 
me to overcome this situation.   

One time, I went to Sanada clinic but I didn’t remember 
the way although my Vietnamese friend used to take me to that 
hospital. With very poor Japanese skill, I asked a young woman 
who was going with her daughter, she show me the way in 
Japanese but I didn’t understand. Instead of wasting more time to 
explain for me (I could not understand Japanese), she took me to 
the clinic although it is quite far from Kaikan (Kyushu University 
International student House). I felt that I was at fault with her and 
her daughter because it was sunny and she might be busy at that 
time. 

In addition, you have to follow many processes at ward 
office when you living abroad and Japan is not exception. But 
at Higashi Ward office, every Monday afternoon, you can meet 
English interpreter who will help you fulfill those processes. Here, 
I had a chance to meet a very kind woman. When she knew I was 
pregnant woman, she told me which food was good for my health 

and my friends from Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, Mongolia, 
Myanmar and Vietnam stayed at Vessel Hotel about 25 days, and 
then moved to stay at Kyushu University International Student 
House (Kaikan) for six months. After that, we separately moved 
out from Kaikan to individuals’ apartments. When I stayed at 
dormitory, I was a bit boring with my journey because it is quite 
far from campus, and someday I have to get up earlier in the 
morning in order to prepare myself for studying in the morning 
class.

My university life and academic study have been started 
since the day of entranced ceremony for fall semester in October 
1, 2012, and the day after my friends and I started studying. 
We took many classes of module subjects, special lectures and 
special subject in that semester, and some of them who focus 
on agricultural and forestry field still took some special subjects 
that relate to their majoring areas in summer semester. The 
total credits to complete master degree are thirty credits, and 
requirement credits from module subjects, lectures and special 
subject are twelve credits. During one year of studying at Kyushu 
University I have the best condition and environment for studying, 
research and also in daily life. The study program for special 
course of foreign students is designed suitably and practically. 
Many informative and interesting lectures given by Japanese 
professors help us to accumulate, and provide useful knowledge 
and experience for future work. The Supporting for study is very 
good especially there is well facilitated library. I can find many 
text books, reference documents, journals, magazines from library 
via internet and borrow from library. Not only study condition but 
also living condition is very comfortable. After moving out from 
dormitory I received many assistance and supporting from JICE in 
term of finding good place to stay and supporting me in stabilize 
life. Those mentioned above demonstrate my good feeling during 
one year of studying at Kyushu University.

 Besides the credits I got from module subjects, special 
lectures and special subject. I also got credits from seminar in 
specified field and dissertation in the laboratory of Food and 
Agricultural Policies. My supervisor is Professor Dr. Soichi ITO. 
He and his colleagues (Associate Professor Dr. Hiroshi ISODA, 
Assistant Professor Dr. Hisamitsu SAITO and Assistant Professor 
Dr. Yoko SAITO) instructed me to process my dissertation with 
informative and professional direction. I was pushed a lot from 
supervisor to study some unknown lessons by myself. This is an 
effective way of teaching and capacity building than teaching 
directly. Students should learn and understand by themselves. I 
also have very good senior doctoral and master students, they were 
supportive and helpful in order to explain what I have not known, 
and they also shared their experiences during seminar and outside 
the seminar times. Those can make me deeply understand and 
know the direction of my dissertation and overcome the difficult 
things.

Besides studying and seminar in my lab, I also have chance 
to participate in seminars and study trips arranged by university 
and JDS program. This can broaden knowledge about Japanese 
life and culture. Moreover it also provides great time to enjoy the 
beautiful scenery of Japan. One activity that I enjoy was watching 
“sakura” cherry blossom in the spring time around Fukuoka 
city especially at Ohori Park and Maizuru Park. At that time I 
have a good memory and understand why Japanese people and 
their families love to have lunch and dinner under sakura tree. 
Furthermore, I also enjoy watching flowers which are the symbolic 
of Japan. It was very nice and great memory that I ever had.

Moreover, JICE and its staff, especially my coordinators 
Yoshino san, Masuda san and their colleagues, are very kind 
and helpful during staying in Japan. They contribute a lot of 
assistances to ensure that I can live smoothly in Japan without any 
problems. 
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and my baby, shared with me her 
experiences to grow up a child 
in Japan. After I was delivered 
of my daughter, I returned Ward 
Office to submit Certificate of 
Birth for my daughter and I 
met her. She told me that she 
has been worry for me, she 
wondered whether I and my 
baby were safe or not. If you 
were me, how do you feel? I was 
full of emotion at that time.

In my opinion, if I have 
other chance to choose for 
studying abroad, I still want to 
return Japan and enjoy the life time here. It is really fantastic! 

Dong Dao Dung

Just impression or my lesson 
learnt from life in Japan?

Getting back to the childhood, 
each child who is like a peer to me 
could remember a lot of characters 
in series of beloved famous cartoons: 
Doremon ( ド ラ え も ん ), Sailor 
Moon ( 美少女戦士セーラームー
ン ), Teppei ( おれは鉄兵 ), Dragon 
Ball ( ドラゴンボール ),  Voltron 
Force ( 百獣王ゴライオン ), and 
so on. All of them come from Japan. The place name - Japan was 
step by step closed to us as the land of people whose imagination 
had been unlimited. The name Japan country also persuaded me 
of technology. Such thing, from daily stuff to the huge invent, 
made in Japan is evaluated as good, economic and durable one as 
well. It would be a pen, a bike, a motorbike, an automobile or a 
machine, a high speed train, an automatic equipment, a robot and 
a space station. At school, I have studied about Japan of the past 
and present in History lessons. The impression of how the Country 
waking up then rising again from his ashes has opened the curious 
eyes of litter guys with the dream of coming there someday.

The rest of the world has said admiration to Japan’s 
resilience once again in the double disaster of an unforgettable 
day - the 2011, March 11th. Great East Earthquake hit then swept 
a part of the Country away and left enormous damage. What has 
been gone is survived by the retaining pain but Japan has been 
rebuilding, restoring and recovering. The hardships have been 
passed by “the culture for centuries had endured and overcome”. It 
maybe fear to someone being in Japan after great earthquake and 
tsunami, but to me, otherwise, I feel lucky to be here. It is not only 
I am in a peaceful area – Kyushu Island but also this is the chance 
for me, with my own eyes, seeing and feeling what Japanese 
morality is. Possibly, an evidence year has showed me its small 
parts.     

I have been impressed by courtesy and kind Japanese 
people. This first felling is more and more evident from the first 
meeting with JICE’s staffs in Vietnam to the first footprints in 
Japan. I have met them anywhere, in offices, at schools or such 
outside places like streets, shops, stations, etc. They are in cities 
or rural areas, appearing in either business activity or daily life, 
in normal situations or urgent cases. Let’s think about one’s 
wondering of life in a new country with a few native words! It 
is lucky for me to be a JDS students. JICE is always available in 
the necessary circumstances for helps and advices. Students have 
received kindly support from university in general and laboratory 

in particular. Kyushu University organizes Students Support 
Center in each faculty, where people come for related affairs. I 
also met my nice tutor on the first day at laboratory, members of 
which are opened and kind. It is said that virtue is the reflection of 
intellectual standard through individual mirrors. Referring to what 
have been showed in the way of overcoming hardships, it is the 
matter of fact that courtesy is part of Japanese culture. 

Getting to campus in the morning, I often pass over a 
kindergarten. I see cute children starting to toddle toward their 
beloved mothers on the road, even zebra-crossing. This is one of 
illustrations of the patience. Instead of easy picking the lovely 
kids, the mothers leisurely wait for their yet steady steps. I also 
find this lesson at Japanese schools, universities or training 
programs. Living in an ordered society with patient citizens, I am 
training myself. We get used to perseveringly queuing for lunch 
in canteen, stuffs at convenient stores or things somewhere else. 
Of course, I am pleasure to wait for the right turn. This is another 
character I have been impressed for a year living in Japan.

Another impression is diligence. The university with huge 
data bases, books and materials is opened until night, at weekend 
and festival days. Surrounding campus at night, it is easy to see 
non-sleeping laboratories beside the equipment operating whole 
day. It is simple image of study environment in our university. I 
am amazed with my professors’ high-pressure working schedules 
which require clear scientific implementation. I could see labors 
doing their own tasks hardly and carefully. Individuals who looked 
at each other, finish their own work in the best attempt and self-
motivation, within an appropriate management scheme, create a 
productivity society, don’t they? I like the conversional Japanese 
language “otsukare -sama deshita” ( お疲れ様でした ). The work 
seems to be an indicator of the value, and the work is the glory. 
Hard-working people are appreciated in the Country. Therefore, 
there is no doubt that working makes wealthy.

Moreover, I have recognized that, making plan is such an 
important method to get the goals. Individuals or organizations, 
from daily life to ongoing projects, have own plans and schedules. 
Making plan is a habit. We may not know what will happen in the 
future and having plan is not but that we get success. However, 
those successfully provide scenarios to achieve the targets 
factually and actively. Seeing the so-called farther future life in the 
backward animations or cartoons, it is easy to find something has 
occurred. At present, Japanese people may have their plan for the 
prospective dreams of human.

Overall, I am happy for a year living Japan where I am able 
to look at people’s life and earn experience. It is so lucky to me 
to study in Kyushu University, where I have been absorbing into 
researching environment. I feel satisfactory for researching in 
Graduate School of Bioresources and Bioenvironmental Sciences, 
which my cherished laboratory belongs to. The next stage of the 
program is coming brings each student more essential lessons. 
Let’s enjoy and feel Japanese culture./.

LE THI THU HUONG

My daily life in Japan
JDS program brings me a valuable chance to visit and 

s t a y  i n  J a p a n  i n  2 
y e a r s .  E v e r y t h i n g 
here is  so great .  As 
a temperate country, 
c l imate  o f  Japan  i s 
very comfortable. In 
summer, temperature 
is not too high. Also, I 
can see beautiful flakes 
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falling in the winter, especially in Christmas. 
In addition, Japan has very good transportation system. 

It’s easy to move to different places with Subway, Bus, JR, 
Shinkansen and Airplane. Transportation means bring convenience 
and quickness. With a very cheap one-day ticket in subway, I 
usually visit some sightseeing places around my apartment in the 
weekend. In Fukuoka, there are so many beautiful parks with 4 – 
seasons- flowers. 

With the support from JICE coordinator and my seniors, 
I rent an apartment near the Hakozaki campus. The apartment is 
pretty clear, quiet, safe and cheap. It has 2 rooms: kitchen and 
living room. In the back - side, it has a small garden. It takes me 5 
minutes to go to school and 15 minutes to go to super market by 
bicycle. 

Market system in Japan is very developed. Department 
stores are located in every place, especially in subway Station. 
Those DS have so many goods with low or high price. Online shop 
is very popular and convenient in Japan. I can order several items 
on website and receive them at home just 2-3 days after.

My academic life
The JDS master course provides my very useful knowledge 

and skills. Some subjects as statistics and agri-economics help me 
do my own research easily. Some others enlarge my knowledge 
of biology, hydrology that I’ve never known before. The master 
course also trains me skill of self-study. Because master thesis 
accounts for large percentage of credit, it takes us much time to do 
own research, therefore self-study time increases. I have chances 
to approach new method for my research.

One very useful module is seminars. Seminars are organized 
2 times per week. I am assigned to give presentation once a month. 
Seminars bring me so many knowledge and skills that support me 
to complete my thesis. In the seminars, I listen other lab mates 
present their own research. I can learn from them many things 
such as their ideas and methods. For my presentation turn, I can 
get professors’ and lab mates’ recommendations. From that, I can 
make my thesis improved day by day.

I’m very grateful to sensei in my laboratory. They are 
very good teachers. They teach me how to do research, give me 
recommendation, bring me opportunities to attend in domestic and 
international seminars. Moreover, they express Japanese cultural 
in their behaviors. I can feel the diligence, quietness and hidden 
power of Japanese people. 

JDS program congregates many international students 
coming from different countries in the world. The program brings 
me very good international environment in which I have chance to 
communicate with other cultures.

One more exciting thing is Japanese language classes. From 
the classes, although I can speak a litte Japanese, I can adapt with 
new life in Japan. Through the Japanese lessons, my teachers also 
convey Japanese culture. From that I can understand and love 
more about Japan.

NGUYEN THI HUONG 

ANNUAL REPORT OF JDS PROGRAM 2013
I came to Japan in August 2012 and spent nearly two weeks 

in Osaka, which is the most dynamic city I have ever known. This 
was the fist time I went to abroad but I did not feel lonely and 
nervously because JICE staffs were very nice and very thoughtful. 
Through the orientation training, I was familiar with Japan, 
Japanese people and Japanese culture. From the beginning, I was 
sure that I could live and study in Japan without troubles. After the 
training program, I came to Kyushu University where locates in 
Fukuoka prefecture to study in two years. Under the JICE’s caring, 

I am free and easy to 
live in the beautiful 
and peaceful city. 

The campus life
I have collected 

e n o u g h  c r e d i t s 
from the interested 
l e c t u r e s  f o r  t h e 
master course after 
one year studying. In 
my laboratory, I am supported completely from my sensei and my 
friends. My sensei is wisdom, hard working and very kind person, 
he works in professional style. He guides me step by step to set 
up a research such as how to write the research proposal, how to 
get useful documents, etc. On every Tuesday, all lab’s members 
have lunch together before attending to the seminar. It is a very 
good chance for us to communicate with and keep closer to each 
other. In the seminar, we present the thesis progress and discuss 
all questions, comments that relatives to the research. My skills 
in presentation and research improve very quickly through the 
seminar. 

Moreover, The facilities of the university are very modern 
and the information system is effective so I can access whatever I 
need very quickly and exactly. The library provides not only many 
books that I can use for my study but also for explore Japan. On 
the other hand, JDS students usually have trips, which are held on 
by JDS program that relative to the agricultural activities in Japan. 
I am interested in these types of trip because I can understand the 
way that Japanese agriculture sets up and process. The activities 
in campus life help me improve my knowledge in both theoretical 
and practical sites.

Taking a look at Japan
I had chance to take a closer look at Japan and Japanese 

life because of the trip in the winter vacation 2012. I took the 
trip without difficulties because of fully information and on-time 
trains. The main barrier is Japanese, it is the most complicated 
language for me so I really appreciate the patience of Japanese 
people in communication with me. Before coming to Tokyo, I 
could not image how crowed it was; it is the hurry city even at 
night. While Kyoto is the ancient capital with fully tradition, 
Tokyo is one of the most modern metropolis in the world. I can 
say that the Japanese culture and society is the integration between 
traditional and modern elements, between East and West. It was 
the most excited trip that I have ever had. 

The first year had passed already and the next year is 
coming very quickly. I will try my best to study and discover 
Japan. I believe that I will never forget the time in Japan.

TRAN THI THU DUYEN
 
My study life in Japan
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I feel that I am really lucky to live and study in Japan. I have 
obtained not only useful knowledge but also valuable experiences 
after staying one year in Japan. 

At the beginning of October last year I was eager to start 
a new school year as a Master student after three years at work. 
All things seemed new for me to study in a foreign country. 
Luckily, I received lots of help to overcome difficulties and adapt 
to new environment. I would like to thank JICA, JICE, Kyushu 
University’s staffs as well as friends so much for all their help. 
Especially, I express my deep gratitude to my supervisor, who 
always gives students good chances to study and improve their 
abilities.

I have a good study environment in Kyushu University. We 
have seminar every week at laboratory, which helps me learn a lot 
of knowledge and experience from supervisor and lab members. 
Especially, I had chances to join international conferences which 
were great opportunities for me to learn lots of knowledge and 
experiences from many international friends. Beside the lecture at 
classroom, we had some fieldtrips which were very interesting and 
useful. I remember one interesting fieldtrip for which we went to 
grow rice on terraces with Japanese farmers in rainy day. Although 
it rained, many people joined to conserve the traditional activity. 
Children also joined this activity to study how to produce rice, 
which made me be deeply impressed about the children education 
in Japan. Besides, sport activities such as volleyball, softball 
give chances for all members in the department to exchange and 
become more intimate. 

On the other hand, I also learn many useful lessons from 
practical life in Japan. I respect Japanese who are hard-working, 
patient, professional, disciplined, civilized and they do create a 
highly developed Japan. I have been impressed by the modern 
Japanese society since the first day I arrived in this country. I 
really admire wonderful things created by Japanese: a modern 
Kansai airport on the sea; high-speed Shinkansen; automatic 
machines replace human in many kinds of work, etc. Especially, 
beside the admiration about modern Japanese society, on the other 
view, I see Japanese’s sense to protect life environment and live 
in a harmony manner with the nature. The waste management in 
Japan is very good. I have never seen any rubbish on any road 
I passed. I am impressed when seeing many houses with small 
garden and many pots of flower on the fence. There are many 
parks in Japan where residents can relax after a hard-working 
week. There are also many kinds of flower which captivate flower 
lovers. Joining Sakura festival is a happy memory in my life. All 
these things give me feeling about a peaceful and poetical life in 
Japan. 

In summary, I had a right decision when choosing Japan to 
study!

Chea Sokhen

My life in Japan

I am a 12-batch Cambodia JDS fellow and fist year master 
student in laboratory of Postharvest Science, Department of 
Bioresourec and Bioenvironmental, Kyushu University. 

Fist of all, I would like to express my sincere thank from 
bottom of my heart for Cambodia and Japan government that 
provide me a great opportunity to pursue my master degree in 
Japan, to all JICE coordinators, to my supervisors especially 
Professor Toshitaka Uchino for his consultation in my research, 
my colleagues, lab mates and all of my beloved friends for their 
kindly help. 

Fist Arrival in Japan
It is almost one year was passed by since I have arrived 

Japan. I still couldn’t forget the sweet memory of the first day of 
my arrival in Kansai Airport in Osaka, which was my first time 
ever going abroad and first time that I saw the new world. Osaka, 
a very large and beautiful city with wonderful landscape struck my 
heart and made an indelible impression on me and made me feel 
pleasantly surprise to see high skyscrapers, high ways, railways 
every where with crowded of people. Staying in Osaka, I can 
experience with Japanese traditional food and culture that I never 
accustomed to before.

Academic Life in Fukuoka 
After I arrived in Fukuoka where my academic was start, I 

started to feel both exciting and get nervous about how difficulty 
and challenges that I will dare with during my academic life. In 
October 2012 the first semester was started, I have chosen many 
elective courses which are related to my major as well as my 
research. During the class I can meet many students with difference 
background of study field and from difference counties especially, 
South East Asia Countries where I can build relationship as 
well as exchange experience, knowledge, culture among them. 
Meanwhile, my laboratory (Laboratory of Postharvest Science) 
gave me a warm welcome and I was pleasantly surprise when I 
was invited to welcome party in laboratory. My Professor and lab 
mate are very helpful and friends. They always help and support 
for both of my academic work and daily life. Good relationship 
among students in the class and hospitality and enthusiasm form 
my laboratory made me feel that I am fortunate to have such 
wonderful, thoughtful professors and friends.

Daily life in Fukuoka  
Beside academic works, I also take my rest time from 

school to enjoy daily life like shopping, playing sport, cooking, 
fishing, bicycling around the city and picnic among other students. 
During the first six months, I stay in share room with other two 
Cambodia guys in Internal Student House (Kaikan), I have great 
time communicate more closely to others student from difference 
countries. The most interesting for me is my first experience to 
expose to winter season in Japan. It is very amazing time for to 
enjoy with beautiful white snow. 

Field Trip and Home Stay 
During the first semester, I have been traveling many 

excursion and field trip in many place prepared by university. The 
first one is the excursion to Sake brewery and Ajinomoto factory, 
where I can acquire knowledge of food industries in Japan. This 
field trip is great chance for me to learn about high technology 
of Japanese food industry. The Second field trip is Komamoto 
prefecture where I can enjoy with beautiful landscape of Aso 
Mountain with yellow grass look like a golden mountain. And the 
most interesting field trip is Saga Prefecture where I can enjoy 
with skiing. 

Beside the above field trips and excursions, I also had a 
great opportunity to join overnight home stay with Morokuma 
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family, which prepared by Hippo Family Club. During my 
stay, they provide me hospitality and warm welcome. Stay with 
Morokuma family made an indelible impression on me and gave 
me an unforgettable memory of Japanese traditional food and other 
activities especially visiting the shrine and other cultural places.

Lastly, the first year of my living and studying in Fukuoka is 
great time that provide me a lot of benefit knowledge, experience, 
skill, technology as well as self development and friendship 
among Japanese people and other people around the world. Even 
academic life is quite difficult, I try to keep both studying hard 
and enjoy daily life to strengthen my goal to acquired knowledge, 
experience, and skills to contribute to develop my home country 
after my graduation.     

Hun Sothy

Life As A Student In Japan

Hmmm, time flied very fast since I have arrived Japan. It 
was almost one year already that I am a Cambodian JDS fellow 
in Laboratory of Ecohydrology under agriculture faculty of 
Kyushu University. Studying in Japan has provided me a lot of 
unforgettable memories both daily life and academic study. 

First of all, I would like to express my heartfelt thankfulness 
to Japanese government who have provide the scholarship to 
Cambodia, especially to government official under Japanese Grand 
Aid for Human Resource Development Scholarship Program to 
strengthen the ability to official. Moreover, I would like to express 
my deep impression to my Professor Kyoichi OTSUKI and my 
Associate Professor Tamao KASAHARA for the guidance with 
all their heart to my research. Furthermore, I would like to give 
my thankfulness to Japanese International Cooperation Center’s 
agency who always take care me since I have arrived in Japan.

I used to think that my life, lived far from my family, will 
be meet many difficulties. Anyway, after living in Japan for a 
while, I think that I can learn and get many experiences from 
those issues and make me feel happy to get it. When I stayed in 
dormitory, I stayed with my friends in sharing room. We spend 
our time with each other by cooking, cleaning, talking and visiting 
with each other. It was given me a good memory with my friends 
who have never known each other before but we started to know 
in deep as one family while we are in Japan. When we moved out 
from the dormitory, we still lived in the room close together in the 
same apartment. So we still had a good time or party with each 
other. I think that friend are very important for reducing stress. 
On the other hand, because my laboratory is located in Sasagori, 
it is quit far from my home. So I have to commute their by bus. 
Sometimes I missed to catch the bus and I have to wait until next 
bus arriving. However, when I arrived my laboratory, located on 
the mountain, I felt release my tired while I was seeing the green 
view of forest around my laboratory. I loved my laboratory very 
much. It is a calm place and nice view and sometimes, I stayed 
in my laboratory a whole week without going back to my home. 

Furthermore, because I conducted my research in Japan, I have 
to commute to Iizuka watershed for collecting the data. I am very 
happy and enjoy for working at this site that sometimes, I have to 
work in team with my laboratory’s friend. It makes us can learn, 
help, explain something from each other and sometimes my sensei 
also joined with our field work too. We often have lunch during 
break time with each other that is a good memory for me as one 
family. Conducting my research in Japan have provided me a good 
chance to learn many things and it is also a very good opportunity 
that I can ask my sensei while I was staying close to them related 
to my research. I really thank to my sensei very much that always 
guide me minutely everything step by step with their heart. From 
the issue, I feel warm that I will conduct my research in Japan with 
success. 

Finally, life as student in Japan makes me feel excited and 
have provided me a lot of new experiences. I would like to express 
my sincere thanks to the Government of Japan that provide me 
a chance to study here under JDS program. I strongly believe 
that the knowledge I am absorbing from here under advice of my 
sensei will bring me a chance to contribute to my country after I 
turned back.   

PHON SOVATNA

Why Kyushu University of Bioproduction Engineering 
Laboratory, Japan?

Under the department of Agro-environmental Sciences 
in Kyushu University, Japan, Laboratory of Bioproduction 

Engineering plays a key role in distributing technologies on 
agricultural mechanization to meet the need of agricultural 
production. High experiences professors—Eiji Enoue Ph.D., 
Professor, Tokashi Okayasu Ph.D., Associate Professor, Yasumaru 
Hirai Ph.D., Associate Professor and Muneshi Mitsuoka Ph.D., 
Assistant Professor are strong pillars in distributing knowledge 
and skill to undergraduate and graduate students nationally and 
internationally. Of this chance, I am belonging to the laboratory 
under supervisor of Eiji Enoue Ph.D., Professor and assistance of 
Muneshi Mitsuoka Ph.D., Assistant Professor.  

It has been almost one year to be in Kyushu University, 
Japan of Bioproduction Engineering Laboratory from Cambodia 
under JDS program. What has been new while staying in Japan?

Before going through the context, at a first glance, I would 
like to verbalize my sincerest gratitude to Japanese Grand Aid for 
Human Resource Development Scholarship Program (JDS) and 
Coordinators and Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC) who 
have facilely supported and compromised me so far. Secondly, 
my profound expression extends to Eiji Inoue Ph.D., Professor 
and Muneshi Mitsuoka Ph.D., Assistant Professor and Tokashi 
Okayasu Ph.D., Associate Professor and Yasumaru Hirai Ph.D., 
Associate Professor who have been intimately supervising, 
encouraging and inspiring me a lot with experimental research and 
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good opportunities in Japan. Finally, my warm appreciation voices 
to all friends within and cross laboratories who have been helping 
and sharing knowledge and experience together. Without them, a 
great life in the preferable laboratory would not be satisfactorily 
provided. 

First arrival in OSAKA, Japan
A temporarily stay in a seminar of two weeks in OSAKA 

Prefecture gave me a very good chance to make friendships 
nationally and internationally of around 100 students who 
came for study in Japan including 16 students from Cambodia. 
The purpose was to distribute lectures by some respective 
professors on Japanese overview, daily life, lifestyle, culture 
and natural disaster and disaster prevention organized by JICE 
Coordinators. Practically, four kinds of disaster prevention—fire 
attacked fleeing, fire prevention using extinguisher, earthquake 
prevention and typhoon prevention were enthusiastically carried 
out at a disaster prevention center in Kyoto Prefecture, where I 
experienced last two years in a seminar of two weeks. It was a first 
time to pay attention on natural disasters in Japan since it rarely 
occurs in Cambodia, particularly earthquake and typhoon. Being 
informed in OSAKA that the area would face natural earthquake 
every three days; however, nothing was noticed. The best and 
surprising experience was occurred to me while in a Japanese 
restaurant only rice, egg and fried potato were ordered repeatedly 
since I ate plenty on the board. It was happened when I could 
not communicate in Japanese Language. This matter encouraged 
me to overcome with language barrier currently. The first arrival 
surprised me with sight view and performance of all international 
students and warm welcome of JICE coordinators.  

Academic life in Fukuoka 
Two weeks in Osaka Prefecture was unconsciously passed 

by September 03, 2012. All international students moved to 
difference respective universities by Shinkansen organized 
appreciatorily by JICE coordinators. At the first six months, all 
international students were prepared to stay in an International 
Dormitory where it took around 20 minutes by bike to Kyushu 
University. The dormitory was very nice, comfortable and 
preferable with good environment and condition. In a family room, 
I stayed with other two Cambodian friends whom we always 
shared work and helped each other. All dishes had been voluntarily 
prepared, and all Japanese exercise and lecture assignment had 
been educationally discussed. Upto date, all master’s courses for 
academic requirement was successfully completed, yet Japanese 
course is still taken. The credit of academic requirement is 12 
credits, and research of 18 credits. Japanese course is not required 
for credit, but it is really useful for daily communication. Out 
of class sessions, time in the laboratory is necessarily needed. 
Therefore, I always come into the laboratory to do research, 
discuss and gain advice from friends and professors. Even so, 
challenges sometimes occurred for many assignments were 
simultaneously provided. However, it is not a problem anymore 
since discussion with friends and ideally supported and encouraged 
by professors and coordinators have been always made. The kind 
consideration from them is all of my appreciation. 

As fast as the master’s courses were completely finished, 
plenty of time has been used to concentrate on experimental 
research and Japanese course. Recently, two seminars are being 
held a week in the laboratory in order to accumulate and improve 
research process among undergraduate and graduate students. 
Always, strong discussion and recommendation have been given 
from the seminar. I am really proud to be in the Bioproduction 
Engineering Laboratory where I tremendously hope to use and 
apply agricultural mechanization technologies in my home country 
after graduation. 

Field Trip and Travelling
The developed country, Japan, has been attracted me a lot. 

High technologies, skillful professors, keen people and beautiful 
landscape have been brightly viewed me to enjoy many aspects 
in Japan since the first arrival in Osaka Prefecture. One hand, 
eagerly intention to enjoy the incredible development of Japan, I 
visited some places around Osaka and a two days off in Nagoya 
(zoo and Toyoda Company). On the other hand, many field trips 
have been satisfactorily organized by JICE Coordinators to visit 
and experience at Terrace, Strawberry farm and Ski ground as 
a chance in Kyushu University. Moreover, a coming trip is to 
expose with power of dark in the organic farm. Furthermore, a 
chance to join an Agricultural Engineering Seminar at Saitama 
Prefecture to share and gain knowledge among agricultural 
engineering researchers mutually was kindly provided by my 
professors. In Saitama, all participants experienced with about 
four rectors earthquake, a first time and interesting time in my life. 
Additionally, under an organization of Hippo’s Family Club, I 
have a very essential opportunity to meet with intimately Japanese 
host family and stay a night off as a homestay on December 01, 
2012. Our good relationship has lasted upto date. So far, they 
have brought me to see many interesting places such as farming in 
Minamata Prefecture, space world in Kitakyushu Prefecture, hot 
spring in Shimane Prefecture—first experience, Hiroshima, and 
enjoyed many Japanese events in Tenjin and Hakata towns. All 
activities with host family view me to the Japanese daily life and 
wonderful culture and tradition. We have made a lot of memory 
so far, and I feel like I have a wonderful family in Japan. Field 
trips, field work and travelling organized by JICE Coordinators, 
Laboratory and lovely host family are extremely exposure and 
lively.  

Daily life in Fukuoka, Japan
How a good life in Fukuoka Prefecture, Japan is! I moved 

out from dormitory to experience independently life in a new 
apartment near Kyushu University with good environment, fresh 
air and comfortable. It takes about seven minutes by foot or 
five minutes by bike to get university. It is very accessible for 
me to stay up late night in the laboratory. Wonderful students 
in Kyushu University should be followed by which they are 
hard study, patient, kind and helpful. I always notice and follow 
through their activities. However, of course, study and stress drive 
simultaneously, therefore a best recommendation is to do exercise 
and enjoy sightseeing. I, weekly, do jogging inside the campus, 
and sometimes I go to Kyushu University Gymnasium which 
possesses many desirable equipment tools to enjoy. Moreover, 
another depression reduction is to do sightseeing trip along 
the sea or in the towns—Tenjin, Hakata and other interesting 
places. Furthermore, making daily dishes is very convenience 
and enjoyable while there are many kinds of meat, vegetable 
and ingredient shopped closely to the university. Unfortunately, 
I always prefer having lunch and/or dinner in canteen which is 
available for lunch and dinner during working days, but on the 
weekend I prefer having meal at home with friends or with host 
family sometimes. Enjoy studying together in the laboratory, 
jogging, shopping, sightseeing, cooking and new language 
speaking, Japan, are really interesting and fascinating. In addition, 
enjoying with host family at free time in Japanese events are 
explosive happy and attractive.   

Overall, being as a student in Kyushu University of 
Bioproduction Engineering Laboratory is very enjoyable and 
preferable since I am assisted, supported and encouraged by 
coordinators, all friends, and particularly my kind professors. I 
will bring hope to my home country after graduation from the 
Bioproduction Engineering Laboratory. 
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Thant Sin Kyaw

Memorable events in Japan as a foreign student

As time passed away very smoothly, I even did not notice 
that I have been in Japan for one year. When I look back these 
days, I find fruitful studying time accompanied with many 
delightful memories. I came to here Japan not only to get master 
degree but also to be familiar with Japanese language, culture and 
beautiful historic places throughout the country. 

Studying in Kyushu University is a great opportunity for me 
to get higher academic degree under really good teaching style. 
But here, in this report, I would like to pay attention to impressions 
on Japan and its people. From the time when I first arrived on 
this land, I noticed modernized infrastructure and cleanliness 
everywhere. I was admiring everything on the way from Kansai 
International Airport to Shin-Osaka Washington Hotel. One thing 
I noticed on my first ride by train is that the silence. Even though 
the train was very crowded, it was surprisingly silent. Later I am 
becoming to know it is the Japanese people’s nature of caring not 
to disturb others. 

After entering Kyushu University in October 2012, I started 
to attend module subjects for my master course. At the same 
time, I attended regular Japanese Language Class (JLC) to learn 
Japanese language. That was my enjoyable time to study the 
language I am interested. Unfortunately, I could not join this JLC 
class after the first round because of the overlapping time with one 
module subject I need to take. This situation makes me face with 
some difficulties. I can use English language to communicate with 
others in academic surrounding; but English is not so useful in 
my daily life outside campus. But I find another good attitude of 
Japanese people. They are so helpful and patient to other people 
asking for help. Every Japanese people I asked for, try to help me 
by patiently listening my poor Japanese and by doing the best of 
them. Even in the case in which I could not find anyone to ask, I 
try to find police station. Japanese policemen are very polite and 
helpful. 

One time I forgot my phone on train and I think it was lost. 
About one week later, I received a notice from AU Company 
to pick up my phone at Moji Police Station (about 84 km away 
from Fukuoka). I was really surprised and happy. It is not an easy 
task to search an owner of a phone picked up from a train. It was 
an impressive work. By the time I picked up my phone at police 
station, I saw one Japanese who was handing over a wallet that 
he found on a street to the police. I think it is a unique attitude of 
Japanese people that we can hardly find in other places. 

One thing I’d like to express here is about Japanese Class 
organized by Fukuoka Friendly Club. By attending this class, 
I have a chance to study both Japanese language and culture. 
Sometimes Fukuoka Friendly Club organizes some occasions such 
as tea ceremony, Tanabata Festival, Shodou (Calligraphy), etc. 
From these events, I can have a glance to Japanese culture.  

Also, I went around Fukuoka for sightseeing and enjoying 
festivals, and occasionally joined trips in my free time. Since 
I have been in here Fukuoka for almost one complete year, I 
have experienced all seasons of Japan. In winter, I enjoyed snow 

and cherry blossom; and I like to visit parks filled with plenty 
of flowers. Near the end of winter season, I visited to Setsubun 
Festival and Edo Toki Kekkonshiki Omatsuri (Wedding Festival). 
After winter, I joined some trips to Ukiha Rice Terrace Field and 
Motooka. As for festivals, I enjoyed Hakata Dontaku Festival and 
Yamagasa Festival. These trips and festivals are the great windows 
to communicate with Japanese people and to see the Japanese 
culture. 

Gradually, it is easy and comfortable for me to survive in 
Japan in both academic and social aspects. There is no doubt that 
it is because of the help of my friends, senior fellows, JICE staffs 
and respectful Professor Kazuo OGATA and Associate-Professor 
Kimihiko HYAMURA. So, I would like to express my sincere 
thanks to all those who help me. For me, this one-year is one of 
the meaningful and delightful periods of my lifetime. 

Thein Saung

Japan is one of the country that I dreamt to visit. My dream 
came true because of the JDS program (Japan`s Grant Aid for 
Human Resources Development Scholarship), and now I am 
studying as first year student in Laboratory of Forest Management 
under the supervision of Associate Prof. Nobuya Mizoue, 
Department of Forest and Forest Products Science, Kyushu 
University. 

Arrival in Japan
I arrived at Kansai International Airport, Osaka city on 

22nd August 2012 in the morning, JICE staffs had already been at 
airport and led us to Shin Osaka Washington Hotel Plaza. I stayed 
in there for 11 days. Within this period orientation and lectures 
were given for JDS students from different countries to briefly 
understand about Japanese society and culture, economy and 
business, politics and administration, education in Japan, daily 
stress management, Japan`s ODA, JDS and JICE`s activities and 
expectation for participants; moreover, workshop in cross-cultural 
understanding with other JDS students as well as Japanese people. 
And another appreciative thing is making workshop of meeting 
with seniors, from this meeting I got an opportunity to discuss 
and ask about how to prepare for research proposal, survive in 
daily life style, how to make time management and how to reduce 
the stress; therefore before facing real condition I could imagine 
how to prepare for these. Moreover another valuable trip is to the 
disaster prevention center in Kyoto, in where I got a chance to 
make practice how to protect and make myself escape if I face the 
fire, earthquake and typhoon suddenly. In this center all natural 
disaster are created by artificially and I am given to practice. It was 
the first experience for me to do like a practical training. On the 
way of my return from this center, I appreciated JDS program for 
the detailed consideration for us and for the preparation in advance 
of Japanese. Staying in Osaka gave me a chance to visit Osaka 
castle museum, Osaka Aquarium and other interesting places in 
there. I spent my time enjoyably while staying in Osaka. And then 
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I moved to Fukuoka 
city where Kyushu 
University situated 
in,  by bullet  t rain 
on  3 rd September . 
I  stayed in Vessel 
Hotel, Fukuoka near 
Kyushu University 
f o r  t h r e e  w e e k s . 
In the meanwhile, 
JICE staffs helped 
for opening bank account, residence card, national health 
insurance, and introduced to University by visiting around this 
compound before starting my study life in Kyushu University. In 
my opinion JDS program is well planned and called us step by 
step to be adaptable with new environment. After three weeks, I 
moved to University International Student House in Kashiihama 
for living in early six months and my study life in university is 
also started. Later I understood why JDS program let me live in 
dormitory because while staying in there I had an opportunity 
to communicate with others foreign students and let be wide my 
social environment. 

Student life in Kyushu University, Fukuoka
My study life started on 1st October. At the first time JICE 

coordinators introduced us with respective professor. All new 
comers were warmly welcomed from the university by making 
opening ceremony. Besides all of my forest management lab 
members also welcomed me friendly with party. In term of lecture 
there are 2 terms in each fiscal year namely fall and spring from 
October to February and April to August respectively, and my 
fall-semester started from 1st October, 2012 to 8th February, 2013. 
As a master student it is needed to get 30 credits, 12 credits from 
lecture, 18 credits from respective lab by giving presentations 
in seminars. Therefore I took 5 module subjects within this fall 
semester to get 10 credits and other special lectures. The rest 2 
credits for special subject also have received by spring semester. 
Now I am only focusing on my research with the guidance of my 
supervisors. My supervisor did not drive directly to me, just drive 
me step by step thinking by myself. In my laboratory seminars 
are held for every students alternatively to present about research 
and discussed by supervisors and students. My lab colleagues are 
always help me whenever I need their help. It has been close to 
one year of my study life in Kyushu University; meanwhile I got 
new experiences and valuable knowledge through the lectures and 
discussions with professors, and taking field trip by class. 

Kyushu University central library is very convenient for 
my study with many places as private study room, group study 
room in where students can speak and discuss, reading room 
in where students can study in each table but cannot speak and 
discuss loudly, computer room, copy and stationary room in where 
students can copy and use needed stationary, audio-visual room, 
and refresh room in where I can take a rest, so needless to say how 

convenient it is for my study, which is one of the motivations for 
my study because in where many reference books and  journals 
can be searched as well as many students studying hard can be 
seen whenever I go to library. This favorable sight have motivated 
me to concentrate on my study more. 

JDS program facilitate all  JDS fellows by having 
coordinators who are willing to help with all the process of 
living and studying in Japan. We can also consult with them 
if any concerns exist. Another impression on JDS program is 
the arrangement of valuable study tours for us to get external 
experience and knowledge. Deep in mind my study in Japan is a 
good chance to improve my limited experience, knowledge, and 
thinking.

Thein Zaw

My Very first Experiences of Study in Japan

The year 2012 makes me excited in my life. My dream 
which has dreamt about study in Japan since my childhood 
became true. I got a great opportunity to study in Japan in 
this year. Luckily, I became a master student at Reproductive 
Physiology and Biotechnology Laboratory of Kyushu University. 
With the supervision of Prof. Masaaki Hattori, the studying of 
chicken primordial germ cells was conducted as a requirement for 
my degree. In fact, studying and living in Japan is a great chance 
for the students from developing country because Japan is a well-
developed country not only in the economic sector but also in the 
technological aspects. 

In the August of 2012, we arrived in Osaka, Japan. The 
JDS scholarship arranged for us to stay at Shin Osaka Washington 
Hotel Plaza for two weeks. There was a great chance to share 
the knowledge, culture and experiences among the international 
students from different countries. The orientation briefly 
elucidated about Japanese culture, politic, education and economy. 
While staying in Osaka, we visited Kyoto Disaster Prevention 
Center for a short training concerning about disaster prevention. 
Japan always has to be facing many disasters such as tsunamis and 
earthquakes. In this training, we had to memorize some important 
Japanese Languages “Jishin da”, “Kaji da”, “Tasukete” to escape 
ourselves if we met the fire and earthquake suddenly.

On 10th August 2012, we moved to the Fukuoka city where 
our university is situated. Before commencing the academic 
semester, the JDS scholarship planned for us to stay at Vessel 
Hotel near Kyushu University, Hakozaki campus. During this 
period, we had to prepare the application of alien registration 
card and opening bank account with the help of JICE coordinator. 
After two weeks, we transferred to Kaikan, Kyushu University 
International Students House. It was a great time while staying at 
Kaikan. The living expense was quite cheap. It was well facilitated 
and convenient for new students. Moreover, we had a chance 
to communicate other international students living in the same 
compound. But it was a little bit far from the University and it took 
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20 minutes by bike 
to get the university. 
C u r r e n t l y ,  I  a m 
living in Hakomatsu, 
H i g a s h i k u , 
F u k u o k a s h i .  I t 
i s  v e r y  n e a r  t o 
Hakozaki Campus, 

Kyushu University. I need to take only five minutes by bike to my 
laboratory. It is more comfortable for experimental students.

My academic life was started on 1st October 2012. In 
Kyushu University, there are four semesters in two terms (autumn 
and spring) for the international development research course. 
The course consists of lectures, practical, seminars and tutorials. 
As a Master student, it is essential to get 30 credits with the 
minimum passing grade of 60% to hold a degree. During the 
first semester, I had to attend module subject classes given by 
professors from Kyushu University and guest professors from the 
other Universities. All students were well facilitated and supported 
the class rooms and a modernized library for all study fields. I 
had an opportunity to learn different variety of fields rather than 
the specialized one. Moreover, there were great trips arranged by 
professors. I got the opportunities to study in Japanese agriculture 
and farming. It was a great chance to fulfill my knowledge before 
starting my research. 

On the other hand, I had to take actively part in our 
laboratory activities such as weekly group discussion and 
presentation. All students had to present the progressive research 
findings and the recently published papers related to their study 
field. By attending and participating in those presentations, I have 
got some ideas, suggestions and comments from professor and 
other students. During the first period of six months, my professor 
supported me a tutor to be smooth in my academic life. My tutor 
is also the same study field with me. So he can give me good 
advices and suggestions whenever I need. Living in academic life 
is not easy. We have to struggle many difficulties to reach our 

goal by helping each other and regular consulting with professor. 
Hopefully, I will continue the remaining period of my study 
conveniently.

Besides studying, I had opportunities to join many study 
tours and field trips organized by professor from our class, Kyushu 
University Foreign Student Association (KUFSA) and our JDS 
program. Among them, Ajinomoto factory and Sake alcoholic 
beverage factory study tour provided by Professor Katsumi Doi 
Sensei and terrace paddy field trip arranged by JDS program were 
valuable and remarkable. We experienced how great in Ajinomoto 
Factory and how large in their global market share. We learnt 
sake is also Japanese origin and a sign of Japanese tradition. We 
knew that it is made from multiple fermentation of rice. During 
this year, I had another chances to visit Saga Balloon Festival and 
Nagasaki atomic bomb museum. Going field trip not only gained 
knowledgeable experiences and but also made me relax and 
enjoyable.

Finally, I would like to express my appreciation to my 
professor Massaki Hattori for his guidance and suggestions 
throughout my study. Additionally I would like to extend my 
gratitude to Japanese Government and JDS program for giving me 
an opportunity to study in Japan. And also I would like to express 
my special thanks to all of JICE staffs for their care during my life 
in Japan.
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