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1. Purpose of the JDS program
The purpose of the JDS program, “The Project for Human Resource Development Scholarship” is to offer
the research opportunities to the prosperous young leaders from countries concerned. The objective of our
program at Kyushu University is to develop strong human resources, build a stronger personal and institutional
collaboration and furthermore enhance the prospective relationship between Japan and their home countries.
JDS fellows are expected to contribute to the socio-economic development of their country, by actively
engaging in policy formulation and implementation of social and economic development policies when they
complete the program and return to their home country.
The JDS program at the Graduate School of Bioresource and Bioenvironmental Sciences at Kyushu
University has launched in 2001. 1n 2016, the total of 16 Master’s students from three countries namely Lao
PDR, Vietnam and Myanmar were enrolled at the program. Also, one Myanmar Ph.D. student joined as part
of the first-year JDS Ph.D. program. They study and conduct research in the individual laboratories in our
graduate school and prepare their Master's theses as well as Ph.D. dissertation in English and present them at
the end of the program.
2. Enrolled JDS students in 2017
Name

Nationality

Tual Cin Khai

Myanmar

Laboratory
2017 Entrance [Doctor Course]
Forest Management

2015 Entrance [Master Course]

MANISONE Saysongkham
SOUTHIDA Vatthanatham

Lao PDR
Lao PDR

Food and Agricultural Policies
Tropical Crops & Environment

MAYOULY Hongsathlath
TRAN Thi Thu Hien
SAI Hong Anh

Lao PDR
Vietnam
Vietnam

Bioresources and Management
Irrigation and Water Management
Water Environment Engineering

NGUYEN Tien Hung
NYO Me Htun

Vietnam
Myanmar

Bioresources and Management
Forest Management

THAINT Thinzar Shwe

Myanmar

Sisomphone BOUDSENGNGAM

Lao PDR

Daoluang HONGLIKITH

Lao PDR

Water Environment Engineering

Khamsalath SOUDTHEDLATH

Lao PDR

Plant Nutrition

Nguyen Mai Linh
Pham Thi Thanh Huyen
Nguyen Thi Hang Phuong

Vietnam
Vietnam
Vietnam

Food and Agricultural Policies
Agroecology
Postharvest Science

NAY MYO WIN

Myanmar

Forest Management

AYE THIDA MAUNG

Myanmar

Food Hygienic Chemistry

Food Hygienic Chemistry

2016 Entrance [Master Course]

Agricultural and Farm Management
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Supervisor
YOSHIDA Shigejiro, Professor
MIZOUE Nobuya, Associate Professor
ITO Shoichi, Professor
OGATA Kazuo, Professor
HYAKUMURA Kimihiko, Associate Professor
TAKASU Keiji, Professor
SHINOGI Yoshiyuki, Professor
HIRAMATSU Kazuaki, Professor
TABATA Toshinori, Assistant Professor
TAKASU Keiji, Professor
YOSHIDA Shigejiro, Professor
MIZOUE Nobuya, Associate Professor
MIYAMOTO Takahisa, Professor
NANSEKI Teruaki, Professor
CHOMEI Yosuke, Assistant Professor
HIRAMATSU Kazuaki, Professor
HARADA Masayoshi, Associate Professor
MATSUOKA Ken, Professor
MARUYAMA Akiko, Associate Professor
ITO Shoichi, Professor
MOCHIZUKI Toshihiro, Professor
UCHINO Toshitaka, Professor
TANAKA Fumihiko, Associate Professor
YOSHIDA Shigejiro, Professor
MIZOUE Nobuya, Associate Professor
MIYAMOTO Takahisa, Professor

3. Requirements for Qualification and the Description of the JDS program
The required qualifications for applicants are as follows:
(1) Academic requirement: Bachelor’s degree or equivalent must be or expected to be awarded by the time
they are enrolled in the JDS program.
(2) Language skill: Non-native English speakers must hold a sufficiently high score of official qualification
test such as TOEFL, TOEIC, or the Cambridge Certificate.
(3) Health: An applicant has to be certified to be both physically and mentally healthy by a qualified and
recognized physician.
Program description and degree awarded
JDS program consists of lectures, seminars, and thesis writing. Students are required to obtain 30 hour
credits with a minimum required grade of 60% during the two-year program period. Master of Science (MSc)
will be awarded in the completion of a master thesis.

4. Course Description of special course (Master’s Course)

The Graduate School of Bioresource and Bioenvironmental Sciences offers the special course, the International
Development Research, which only opens for international students. The new semester for the special course
begins fall semester on October 1 each year followed by the spring semester in April.
(1) Course description
The special course is constructed with lectures, practicals, seminars and tutorials. Students are required
to obtain 30 credits with a minimum passing grade of 60%. The master's presented in Table1. Table 2
shows the outline of the course. Compulsory subjects consist of 12 hour thesis credits and 6 hour credits of
laboratory seminars. Students can also take 10 hour credits of module subjects, and 2 hour credits of specific
subject offered by the department the student belongs to.
(2) Opportunity to learn Japanese
The JDS students are expected to learn Japanese language during the course, though it is not compulsory.
Learning Japanese language enhances communication power and enriches their daily lives.
(3) Thesis work
All course works are conducted in English. A research topic for the thesis is determined over the discussion
with your major advisor.
(4) Expected degree awarded
In the end of their course work, specifically in the spring term of their second year, students are required to
present their research results and submit their master theses to the examination committee of the Graduate
School of Bioresource and Bioenvironmental Sciences. The committee evaluates the student's overall
performance, and the students with satisfactory performance are awarded a Master of Science (M. Sc)
degree.
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Table 1. The Master’s Course Curriculum
Code*
C01
C02
C03
C04
C05
P01
P02
M01
M02
M03
M04
M05
M06
M07
M08
M09
M10*
M11*
M12**
M13**
S01
S02
S03
S04
S05
S06
S07
S08
S09
S10
J01
J02

Subjects

Credit

Master’s Thesis Research I
Master’s Thesis Research II
Seminar in a Specified Field I
Seminar in a Specified Field II
Seminar in a Specified Field III
(Subtotal)
Agricultural Problem-Based Learning I
Agricultural Problem-Based Learning II
(Subtotal)
Fundamentals of Agricultural Sciences I (Basic Statistics)
Fundamentals of Agricultural Sciences II (Advanced Statistics)
Biological Resources : Utilization and Conservation
Soil and Water Environment
Current Topics in Agriculture and Food Environment
Agricultural English I (Presentation Skills)
Agricultural English II (Paper Writing Skills)
Special Lecture on International Development I
Special Lecture on International Development II
International Rural Development
Rural Survey Methodology
Advanced Technology in Agriculture
Food Science and Food Systems
(Subtotal)
Agricultural Bioresource Sciences
Animal and Mairne Bioresource Sciences
Forest and Forest Products Sciences
Bioproduction Environmental Sciences
Agronomy and Environmental Sciences
Agricultural and Resource Economics
Molecular Biosciences
Systems Biology
Applied Molecular Microbiology and Biomass Chemistry
Food Science and Biotechnology
(Subtotal)
Business Japanese I
Business Japanese II
(Subtotal)
Total

6
6
2
2
2
(18)
1
1
(2)
2
1
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
(20)
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
(20)
1
1
(2)
62

I(A)
2

6

Term***
II(S)
III(A)
6
2

1

2
2
2
1
1
1

2
2
2
2

IV(S)

2

1

1

1
1

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1

* C: compulsory subjects = 5 subjects (18 credit units); M: module subjects = 10 credit units selected from a total of 13 subjects (20 credit units); S: specialized
subjects = compulsory and particular to each department (2 credit units).
** Detailed schedule will be announced later.
*** A = Autumn term; S = Spring term

An outline of the Master’s course subjects is given in Table2. Compulsory subjects consist of the thesis (12 credits) and laboratory seminars (6
credits); module subjects of 10 credit units from a total of 13 subjects; and specialized subjects of one specific subject (2 credits) given by the
department to which the student belongs.

Table 2. Features of the Master’s course subjects
Compulsory
subjects

Module subjects

Specialized
subjects

Research practice

Aim

Improvement of basic academic abilities
focusing on agricultural administration
and rural development
Cross-cutting or interdisciplinary research
Improvement of expertise

Lecture methods

Choice

Conventional
form

5 subjects

Block module

13 subjects

Block module

10 subjects
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Professors

Required

Laboratory
Prof.

18 credits

Special team

10 credits

Your
departments

2 credits

5. List of Subjects and Supervising Professors for
International Development Recearch Course (Academic Year 2016)
Division

Agrobiological Science

Laboratory

Professor
Bioresource Sciences
Atsushi YOSHIMURA

Plant Breeding
Crop Science
Plant Production Physiology
Plant Pathology
Horticultural Science
Zoology
Insect Genome Science
Entomology
Insect Pathology and Microbial Control

Osamu UENO
Naruto FURUYA
Hiroshi IIDA
Takahiro KUSAKABE
Toshiya HIROWATARI

Insect Natural Enemies
Bioresources and Management

Kenji TAKASU

Agroecology

Toshihiro MOCHIZUKI

Plant Photophysiology
Functional Anatomy
Animal Reproductive Physiology
Chemistry and Technology of Animal Products
Regulation in Metabolism and Behavior

Associate Professor
Hideshi YASUI
Yushi ISHIBASHI
Kazuyuki SAITOU
Kazuhiro IIYAMA
Akira WAKANA
Naoki IWAMORI
Satoshi KAMITANI
Chisa Yasunaga-AOKI
Takatoshi UENO
Midori TUDA
Yukio OZAKI

Assistant Professor
Norimitsu HAMAOKA
Yuki MIZUNOE
Takane KANEKO
Jseman Lee
Toshiharu MITA
Kengo NAKAHIRA
Shunichiro TAKANO
Kaori SAKAI
Tomomi ABIKO

Tomonao MATSUSHITA
Shotaro NISHIMURA Fuminori KAWABATA
Nobuhiko YAMAUCHI
Tomoki SOH
Ryuichi TATSUMI
Wataru MIZUNOYA
Mitsuhiro FURUSE
Shinobu YASUO
Animal and Marine
Yutaka NAKANO
Biosciences
Animal Producition and Ecology
Hideyuki TAKAHASHI
Marine Biology
Michiya MATSUYAMA
Kohei OHTA
Akihiko YAMAGUCHI
Fisheries Biology
Noritaka MOCHIOKA
Akira KURIHARA
Marine Environmental Science
Yuji OSHIMA
Yohei SHIMASAKI
Aquatic Field Science
Michiyasu YOSHIKUNI
Norio ONIKURA
Agro-environmental Sciences
Irrigation and Water Management
Yoshiyuki SHINOGI
Tomoyuki TANIGUCHI
Water Environment Engineering
Kazuaki HIRAMATSU
Masayoshi HARADA
Toshinori TABATA
Environmental Soil Engineering
Takahiro HIGASHI
Akiko NAKANO
Soil Science
Syuntaro HIRADATE
Yuki MORI
Bioproduction
Environmental Sciences
Agricultural Meteorology
Masaharu KITANO
Daisuke YASUTAKE
Kenji WAKIMIZU
Takashi OKAYASU
Agricultural Machinery and Production
Eiji INOUE
Muneshi MITSUOKA
Systems Design
Yasumaru Hirai
Postharvest Science
Toshitaka UCHINO
Fumihiko TANAKA
Forest Management
Shigegiro YOSHIDA
Nobuya MIZOUE
Erosion Control
Tetsuya KUBOTA
Hideaki MIZUNO
Koichiro GYOKUSEN
Kotaro SAKUTA
Silviculture
Atushi WATANABE
Michito TSUYAMA
Eiji GOTOH
Forest
Forest Policy
Noriko SATO
Takahiro FUJIWARA
Akie KAWASAKI
Environmental
Shinya KOGA
Sciences
Forest Resources Management
Shogi OHGA
Tsutomu ENOKI
Naoaki TASHIRO
Yasuhiro UTSUMI
Tamako KASAHARA
Forest Ecosystem Management
Kyoichi OTSUKI
Takuo HISHI
Ayumi KATAYAMA
Masaaki CHIWA
Wood Science
Junji MATSUMURA
Masumi HASEGAWA
Wood Materials Technology
Tetsuya NAKANO
Noboru FUJIMOTO
Hiroki SAKAGAMI
Forest Chemistry and Biochemistry
Yuji TSUTSUMI
Toshihiro ONA
Koki FUJITA
Sustainable
Bioresource
Chemistry
Takuya
KITAOKA
Hirofumi
ICHINOSE
Bioresources Science
Biomacromolecular Materials
Tetsuo KONDO
Daisuke TATSUMI
Systematic Forest and Forest Products Science
Atushi KUME
Kuniyoshi SHIMIZU
Biomaterial Design
Shingo YOKOTA
Food and Agricultural Policies
Shoichi ITO
Hiroshi ISHODA
Agricultural and Farm Management
Teruaki NANSEKI
Yosuke CHOMEI
Agricultural and
Quantitative
Food
Economic
Analysis
Koshi
MAEDA
Kohya
TAKAHASHI
Resource Economics
Food Marketing and Distribution
Susumu FUKUDA
Masahiro MORITAKA
Environmental Economics
Mitsuyasu YABE
Yoshifumi TAKAHASHI
Goshi SATO
Shoji TABATA
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Division

Molecular Biosciences

Systems
Bioengineering

Food Science and
Biotechnology

Laboratory

Professor
Bioscience and Biotechnology

Biochemistry
Marine Biochemistry
Marine Resource Chemistry
Biophysical Chemistry

Miki NAKAO
Makoto ITO
Yoshimitsu KAKUTA

Plant Nutrition

Ken MATSUOKA

Protein Chemistry and Engineering
Yoshizumi ISHINO
Pesticide Chemistry
Plant Molecular Bioscience
Molecular Gene Technology
Cellular Regulation Technology
Synthetic Biology
Masahiro OKAMOTO
Applied Microbiology
Kaoru TAKEGAWA
Microbial Technology
Kenji SONOMOTO
Soil and Environmental Microbiology
Kenji SAKAI
Functional Genomics and Metabolism
Shigeki FURUYA
Bio-Process Design
Fumihide SHIRAISHI
Silkworm Bioresources
Plant Bioresources
Toshihiro KUMAMARU
Microbial Bioresources
Katsumi DOI
Nutrition Chemistry
Masao SATO
Food Chemical Biology
Hirofumi TACHIBANA
Food Analysis
Toshiro MATSUI
Food Process Engineering
Mitsuya SHIMODA
Food Hygienic Chemistry
Takahisa MIYAMOTO
Affiliated Institutions

Fisheries Research Institute of Karatsu Department of Joint Research
International Relations
Center for Promotion of
International Education
and Research,
Faculty of Agriculture

Associate Professor

Takashi NAKASHIMA
Tomonori SOMAMOTO Takahiro NAGASAWA
Nozomu OKINO
Yohei ISHIBASHI
Etsuko NISHIMOTO
Takeo YAMAKAWA
Masamichi KIKUCHI
(Research Associate)
Akiko MARUYAMA
Takeshi YAMAGAMI
Akinori HIRASHIMA
Naotaka YAMADA
Takahiro NAKAMURA
Kosuke TASHIRO
Shigeru MUTA
Yoshinori KATAKURA
Kiichiro TERUYA
Taizo HANAI
Hiroyuki HAMADA
Yujiro HIGUCHI
Jiro NAKAWAMA
Takeshi ZENDO
Yukihiro TASHIRO

Yutaka BANNO
Takahiko KUBO

International Education

Mako NAKAMURA

Biotron Application Center
Tropical Crops and Environment Section
Institute of
Land -Water& Envionment Conservation
Tropical Agriculture
Section
International Development Section

Hajime KITANO
Hirofumi OHGA

Yukiko OGINO

Yuichiro AMEKAWA

Hisako NOMURA
(Senior Asst. Professor)

Ton Viet TA
Willam Ka Fai TSE

Hiromi MAEKAWA
(Senior Asst. Professor)
University Farm

Kohji YAMAMOTO

Yasuhiro FUJINO
Bungo SHIROUCHI
Michiko NONAKA (Reseach Associate)
Mitsuru TANAKA
Noriyuki IGURA
Ken-ichi HONJOH
Yoshimitsu MASUDA
Keishi SAKAGUCHI

Douglas Robert
Drummond

Assistant Professor

Toshiro MOCHIZUKI

Yukio OZAKI

Satoshi YOSHIDA
Kazuo OGATA

Toshihiko EGUCHI
Ikuo MIYAJIMA

Yutaka NAKANO
Kaori SAKAI
Tomomi ABIKO
Shingo HOSOICHI

Masaru MATSUMOTO
Kimihiko HYAKUMURA
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Akinori OZAKI

6. Program for JDS fellows
Pre-arrival program
We dispatch of professor for pre-arrival supervision in relation to the research context as necessary
Programs specific to JDS students during the Master’s degree course
1. Special lectures/seminars/workshops on the domestic/international/regional issues,
2. Special seminars for the JDS countries,
3. Well-provided facility with basic equipment for the classes and research,
4. Special supplementary lessons for the needy students,
5. Individual tutoring assistance for the foreign student system.
(These courses are taught by invited foreign scholars during the intensive lectures. The uniqueness and the
specific information and technology are provided for individual regional developments).
In additional to the Master’s Program, an additional coursework is prepared for JDS students to enhance their
knowledge on both academic and cultural experience at Kyushu University. It filled with a number of academic
activities that inspire you academically while allowing you to explore Japanese culture and to enjoy campus life
during your study.
1) International Seminar
We invite well-known researchers from all over the world. This is a great opportunity to hear about their
research, and also a good chance to discuss it with them personally.
Recent seminar titles are, “New Challenges of ODS for Agricultural Development Schemes in Recipient
Countries” in 2012, “Contemporary Issues in East Asian Agriculture, its Market, Environment, and
GIAHS” in 2013, and “Recent issues of environmental evaluation methods” in Jan. 2017. Also, since 2016,
JDS students have opportunity to present their research outcome at the Japan Society for International
Development (JASID) Western Japan Research Meeting, and Kyushu University hosted the 3rd JASID in
collaboration with Hiroshima University. This will be one of the most exciting experiences you will have in
your academic career.

The 3rd JASID Western Japan Research Meeting hosted by Kyushu University in collaboration with Hiroshima University
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Seminar on “Recent issues of environmental evaluation methods”
by Prof. Kentaro Yoshida

Seminar on “Recent issues of environmental evaluation methods”

2) Research Skills Seminar
Many of the new JDS fellows are just starting their research. We will help you get started on your research
as smoothly as possible. We have several research seminars such as survey methodology, writing skills, and
presentation practice.

Research skills seminar by Dr. Kajihara
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3) Research Trip
Based on the student requests, we organize research trips and visit research centers or farmers. We have
visited the marine product and research center, a strawberry farm, rice farmers and an agricultural engineering
site. This is an exciting opportunity to get to know and see the leading technology in agriculture or marine
production as a future technological leader in your home countries.

Photo by Noriko Masuda
JM Mr. and Ms. Furuno at Furuno Farm

Photo by Noriko Masuda
Furuno duck and rice integrated farm
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Life in Kyushu University
Life in Kyushu University Academic life at Kyushu University is intense as well as warm and welcoming.
One of the best experiences of your two year academic life will be the farewell party held by the Agricultural
Faculty, including your supervisors, at the end of your two year program. JDS fellows celebrate their hard work,
and enjoy the last BBQ at Kyushu University.

Rice replanting excursion at Ukiha

Rice replanting with both local and urban residents at Ukiha rice terraces
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7. Master’s Thesis Presentation
Students will be awarded the Master of Science (M.Sc) on completion of a satisfactory thesis. This year, the
presentation was held on July 26th and the students successfully met satisfactory level.

Master’s thesis presentation

Post-program
1. Follow-up Seminar
Another two years of hard work, your supervisors will be your important research co-workers. We organize
follow-up seminars in your home countries, where you can have another opportunity to discuss and inspire
your further research. Follow up seminars were held in Cambodia in 2013, Myanmar in 2014, Laos in 2015,
and it was held in Vietnam in 2016.

Follow-up Seminar in Vietnam, 2016 with more than 30 ex-JDS students attended-
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2. Guidance of the journal article submission
Supervisors will continue to guide you and support you to submit a journal article based on data and analysis
conducted during the program
3. Network building
JDS homepage
Find out what’s going on in the JDS Master’s Program at the Graduate School of Bioresource and
Bioenvironmental Sciences at Kyushu University. Here you can find professors’ names and publications, JDS
students’ names and publications, as well as upcoming events such as international seminars and follow-up
seminars.
http://www.agr.kyushu-u.ac.jp/international/graduate/jds/

JDS Facebook Page
Here you can find information about research seminars on topics such as how to conduct a literature review
using academic databases such as PubMed and how to manage references using Mendeley. It also functions
as a meeting place for JDS alumni. You can stay in touch with your JDS friends long after you leave Kyushu
University.
https://www.facebook.com/pages/JDS-at-Kyushu-University/441849815879864
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me. Grasping the rare opportunity of JDS program, I completed

7. Reports from JDS Students

my master program in 2013.

2017
2017Entrance
Entrance[Doctor
[DoctorCourse]
Course]
Tual Cin Khai

During the master’s course, we conducted a research in

logging impact with practical field inventories in Myanmar.
Thanks to the excellent supervisory team, we achieved prominent

research outcomes which could be regarded as new records

for the centuries long history of Myanmar forestry. Based

on three successive field surveys, we were able to record in
the thesis about the logging-induced tree damages under the

current Myanmar timber extraction and the long term effects

of it exerted on stand structure and composition. We could also
highlight the subsequent disturbances triggered by logging roads
in post-harvest condition. Such research findings contributed

Admittedly, I knew little about Kyushu University until

partially to recent Myanmar forest policy changes. For instance,

2010 when the JDS offered its master program for 2011 AY

the production forests in research areas have been given fallow

intake for the first time to (Myanmar) Ministry of Environmental

period since 2016, and the Myanmar forest management

Conservation and Forestry, which is my employer. It is only after

system known as Myanmar Selection System (MSS) has been

my admission and during my student life that I found myself

undergoing modification as well. In fact, scientific research

well-established and quite satisfied for having a chance to pursue

findings in logging impacts are timely and topically requisite for

a master’s course in Kyushu University. The diversity of study

the modification process of MSS.

fields offered by the research university, the convenient living
environment of Fukuoka City with its mild climate, and the

warm-hearted people, all these are collectively most attractive to
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University is a source of arena for acquiring skills in logical

thinking, problem solving, decision making, learning ability, idea

generating ability, etc. which are as equally important as that of
the research theme. Rather than that, what’s mostly important

is “how much could you absorb or how would you utilize the

developed skills, expertise and knowledge for the betterment of
your environs? Truly, this has been the ultimate goal of the JDS
program, too. I am optimistic that, with all academic profession

by the JDS program, I would best contribute to the development
of my own country in the forestry environmental sector.

As I feel myself obligated for this requisite, I have been

(partly) working with my supervisor Dr. Nobuya Mizoue for a
joint-research even after my completion of the master program

in 2013 until when the JDS doctoral program for 2017 AY has
timely appeared. To be honest, I am proud to be a pioneer of the
first JDS doctoral program launched in 2017. More importantly,
this program grants us a chance to retrace the ongoing research
which is exigent and relevant to one of the critical development
issues in Myanmar, that is, seeking for better forest management.

Being on track in the JDS doctoral program, I give the

whole of my concentration on the research. At the same time,
I am fully aware that exposure to such academia in Kyushu
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Life along with studying, this country has more to offer

2015
2015Entrance
Entrance[Master
[MasterCourse]
Course]

whether exploring yourself to the friendly environment and

MANISONE Saysongkham

understanding Japanese culture. My life here is very convenient;

The second year of my student title and life experiences at

are suitable for your trips most, but the most popular one is by

the travelling which you can choose types of transportation that

Kyushu University

trains. The modern technology brings you a sense of being an

Minasan, konnichiwa! Hello everyone,

independent person without losing of keeping in touch with

First of all, I

family and friends.

would like to introduce

Wrapping up my annual writing report for 2017 with

myself. I am Manisone

my very much appreciation to the associated parties - the Lao

I am one of the 16

Scholarship by Japanese Grant Aid for supporting me to study

S AY S O N G K H A M .

Government and the Project for Human Resource Development

th

batch fellows of JDS

here at Kyushu University, Japan. On the one hand, first, I would

Program who enrolled

like to thank all JICE staff for your kind supports, second, my

at Kyushu University

deeply thankful to all professors for your strong supports in the

in 2015. I base in the

lecture classes and research, and finally, thanks to friends for

Food and Agricultural

sharing experiences concerning the study as well as a daily life.

Policies Laboratory,
Department of
Agricultural and
Resource Economics,

SOUTHIDA Vatthanatham

Kyushu University.

My daily life and academic in Japan.

Hak o zak i C amp u s ,
Looking back it seems I just started my course, and I

cannot believe that here I am in the final stage of my study. Time
is flying so fast. Yes, my student life in Kyushu University is

something cannot be totally told, but one thing is the great life

experiences, whether experience living here or experiences of
learning new things, especially learning how to do research.
Here doing research is something very fascinating even though

it took much of my time. I am not alone here; I have friends and

professors who always provide good comments, suggestion or
advice whenever I needed their help. They assisted me how to
tackle a single part of doing the research. Moreover, studying

here in Kyushu University was not only attending the seminar

“Time file”, almost two years I have been studies in Japan.

within the laboratory where I belong to, but I also had the great

experiences participated in the international conferences. And

I am a second year Master student of JDS program for 2015-

in Kitakyushu International Conference Center on January 13-

will graduate in the next few months, and I have to say good-bye

2016 belong to the Laboratory of Tropical Agriculture Institute. I

one of my great experiences at the international conferences was

very soon.

14, 2017. This conference provided me an opportunity not only

Two years in Japan is the unforgettable time in my life in

presented my research results, but it also shared the skills and
knowledge of doing research with other participants. On the

Kyudai. My student life has been starting since September 2015,

places such as rice farming company, a castle, and a shrine.

for studying. I like facilities that University provided such as

during studying here; I get the best condition and environment

one hand, this conference also offered the field visit to different

comfortable and useful Library with lots of books, quite and a big

From now on, it is going to be the tuff time of writing

space to concentrate on studying and also inside the University,

my master thesis. I have to push myself to get everything done;

student can access with the good Internet system. I am the one

sometimes feeling very exhausted but that what students’ lives

of lucky person who can get Japanese Grant Aid for Human

are. I have no regret of what I am doing now because what I am

Resource Development Scholarship (JDS). I am very proud of

doing is the thing bringing me the great experiences of doing

myself to be a part of student who belongs to Kyushu University

the research. Honestly, I think I have come so far starting with

or “Kyudai” which is one of the best global universities in Japan.

knowing a little about doing research, but now I have learned a

Besides conducting research, I also participated in weekly

lot.
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seminar in the laboratory and weekly individual with my Sensei.

MAYOULY Hongsathlath

lessons by myself, especially on policy analysis theory and

My academic life and unforgettable memories

can make me deeply understand and complete my dissertation.

thankfulness to Japanese Government and Japan’s Grant Aid

Conferences in some prefecture of Japan for a presentation on

Development Program

I was pushed a lot from supervisor to study some unknown

First of all, I would like to express my sincerest

some programs analysis, which can apply to my research. This

for Human Resource

In addition to this, I also have a chance to participate in some

(JDS) for giving me a

the results of my research which were very good opportunities to

great opportunity to study

practice and share experiences among Asian countries.

in Japan. Especially, I

Moreover, Not only academic course or lectures that I have

would like to express my

learned, under the JDS program, all students have a chance to go

appreciation to professor

for field trips and sightseeing. Everybody feel relaxed after hard

Keiji TAKASU for his

working times. I also made many friends from various countries

guidance and suggestion

specially Myanmar, Vietnam, Bangladesh, Nepal, France, China

through my study

and Japan. I build up the relationship among students here with

and for carry out my

exchange the experiences of study and cultures. I actually had

research. Importantly, I

wonderful chances to learn Japanese culture with a host family

would like to extend my

and also dressing me up with a very beautiful Kimono, which I

appreciativeness to all

had wish to wear since I was a kid. I have also joined the field

of JICE coordinators for

trip with FOSA and KUPSA and do some activities with all

their kind help, support

international students such as learning how to make a Japanese

and good care during my study in Japan.

food especially sushi, joining international bowling competition,

It was a very enjoyable journey that will soon end.

international food festival competition and etc.

One more thing that I love this country, life in Japan seems

Unbelievable, I am actually a second year master student of

services and healthcare system is pretty good and healthcare fee

Laboratory, Faculty of Agriculture at Kyushu University, I have

JDS program 2015-2017. As a student of Agri - Bio Research

to be good for someone planning to bring family to here, School

gained a lot of knowledge and experiences in this field of study

is very reasonable. In my case, I had an accident during stayed

during my academic life and also social in Japan.

here, so I need to have a surgery for my ankle last year, almost

Regarding this academic life, in the beginning I have

two months that I was hospitalized. Everybody includes doctors,
nurses and environment inside and outside the hospital is so

found it very hard to understand all subjects that I took and

Unbelievable time passes by very quickly and nearly

say that, to be successful with the best result in a study, it is not

when I started to do my research it was also difficult. I would

perfect.

easy. However, based on good guidance from my supervisor and

finishing 2 years in Japan, I have full of both happiness and

all lecturers as well as my classmates in this university, I made

sadness. However, I think two years in here is the best memorable

it through. From there, my academic study becomes efficient

time in my life. I would like to express my gratitude to my Sensei

and my knowledge was improved. Besides of the course, there

Supervisor. Kazuo Ogata, Senior Vice-President, a Director of

is a seminar once a week in my laboratory, which provided

Institute of Tropical agriculture and especially Associate Prof.

me a good opportunity to discuss with supervisor and other

Hyakumura Kimihiko Sensei who taught me everything and

laboratory members about research work. Study can mean a lot

provided me such a fulfill knowledge and experiences to me and

such as attending class and discussion in a seminar however I

I would like to say

had a great opportunity to participate in the 13 th International

“special thanks”

Joint Symposium between Korean and Japan. This international

to JICE Kyushu

conference allowed me to improve my presentation skills and

o ff i c e a s w e l l a s

gave me a good learning experience from other presenters

JICE Headquarter

especially how to conduct research. Furthermore, I attended

especially “Yoshino

many field trips, which provided by JDS program that helped me

San” who supports

to understand more about Japanese Agriculture system.

me and everyone

Besides study life and gaining knowledge and skills in

staying in Kyudai

Japan, I also have a great occasion to many beautiful places

much more easier

such as Ohori Park during cherry blossom, Dazaifu shrine, and

and enjoyable.

Wisteria tunnel in Kawachi Fuji garden. Through these trips,

I have learnt to know more about Japanese culture. Japanese
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environment protection and agriculture improving. My
supervisor, Professor Yoshiyuki Shinogi, a biochar expect did

give me a big favour, he took me to some companies to let me
know the way to produce biochar, the biochar utilization in daily

life, since I had deeply impression with an organization which

their aims were not only environment protection, agricultural
development but also focus on the challenge people commune.

What biochar brought to challenge people? Biochar brought them
not only the chance to work, to earn money but also gave them
the smile and happiness. My teacher took me to the field where

I met another teacher, who had the same concern about biochar,

Asso. Prof. Michael Hall. We, together with our colleagues did

people are well disciplined, honest, respectful, polite and friendly.

the biochar experiment in the field in which some types of crops

Moreover, I had a great chance to stay overnight with my host

were used to test the biochar effect. We faced some difficulties

family arranged by Hippo Family Club. At that time, we cooked

during 8 months experience. Firstly, the weather did not always

Japanese food, shared about our culture, and visited the historical

support us, especially during the hot season of the year 2016,

place. I was very happy during my stay with them. They were so

while the temperature was higher, the rainfall was much lower

nice. I will never forget their warm welcome with a lovely smile.

than those of yearly. Secondly, the experiment location was quite

In my final point of view, living in a beautiful safe and

far from our residents, so that we could not usually take care of it

peaceful country like Japan brought me greatest memories,

as we want. However, we tried the best to manage it then we got

friendship and experiences that I have ever had before. Studying

the first results.

in Kyushu University has built me with good knowledge and

skills that made me more confident and more professional.

Personally, I am really sure that the next fellows JDS student
whose will come to Japan soon will be able to find the same
feeling as I had. With this, I thank you once again and wish you
good luck to all of you.

TRAN Thi Thu Hien
Do the field research – an interesting story
I remember that it was a beautiful day with full of sunlight,

a little bit cold and slightly wind hence we got a warm BBQ
party with some special friend, they were challenge people

and farmers. The foods for BBQ party just were very simple,

including sweet potato, carrot, radish, and gobo which we
harvested in our field several days before, they all were the main
characters in our story. Before the party started, our friends, the

challenge people kindly helped us to harvest some random carrot,

As an agricultural researcher, do research in the field and

in the laboratory have a close relationship. While the works
in Laboratory could let me know some detail information, the

works in the field could prove the ability to transfer to the farmer.

In my Master study, I luckily have a chance to do two

kinds of research above, but the field activities seem to bring me
a huge of happiness.

My research deal with biochar, a black gold for
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radish, and gobo and show them on the big blue sheet, since

places in Japan and I will try to go to there. I visited some

yield. Besides, all comers also had another chance to evaluate the

Kumamoto, Saga, Oita, Aso Mountain, Space world, Yokohama,

farmers could be able to evaluate the effect of biochar on crops’

places located around Fukuoka city, Osaka and Tokyo such as

crops’ quality by tasting the sweetness of fruit. All of us enjoyed

Shinjuku street etc. I had many interesting experiences there.

the party very much, we drank tea and talked together about

My laboratory’s member are very friendly and kind

biochar, a black gold for environmental protecting, agriculture

and I feel that I am very lucky. I study under the guidance

world.

my laboratory. This is great and I will try my best to study.

promoting and other social benefits it can bring to human and our

of responsible, passionate and enthusiastic supervisors in
Obviously, I have perfect environment for study. I participated

in many laboratory activities including parties, softball etc and
these are great. I also have the opportunity to enjoy the delicious
and new foods in the parties with the member of my laboratory.

Thank to the JDS program and the members of the

JICE Kyushu office. I have received many supports from the
office. Especially, they helped us when we had to face with

many difficult things in the early days in Fukuoka city, I always

respect this. The learning environment in Kyushu University is

very good. Japanese friends are always available to help. These
are wonderful and I always remember these things, beautiful
memories.

SAI Hong Anh
Life and study in Japan after two years

After nearly 2 years living and studying at Kyushu

University - Japan, I have experienced so many things from life
to leaning. I was very surprised about how the Japanese help

someone. There are many ways to help others and I think that
Japanese always respect you before they help you and they are

very kind. The mutual trust in the lives of the Japanese people
is wonderful. I feel that this is great. Japan is a very peaceful
and safe country. I think that the short courses for JDS students

about Japanese culture are very important. We can know what
to do and what to avoid. The initial guides for us in Osaka and

Fukuoka were great. I was impressed with the field trip to the

disaster center in Kyoto to learn about earthquakes, floods, fire

and other disasters. The JDS programs including paddy field,
duck farm, homestay, academic exchange and some field trips

are very useful and interesting. I have fun and comfortable trips
with my friends. Relaxing and reducing stress are important for

NGUYEN Tien Hung

on watching films, going to some interesting places to relax. I

My Student Life in Ito Campus

This is a good opportunity for us to exchange research results

my feeling, my experience to all of JDS fellows who already

course of leadership skills in Tokyo is very interesting and useful.

Firstly, I would like to express my deep sense of gratitude

me after a long and hard days work. I usually spend some time

Time flies so fast, once again I have a chance to share

also enjoyed the academic exchange with Hiroshima University.

came and are coming to Japan at the end of this August.

and to meet friends from other countries. Especially, the training
However, it is too short and I think it needs to be longer, the

to my supervisor Prof. Keiji Takasu for his enthusiastic guidance

return home. I believe that the leadership skills should be trained

Coordinators who always stand by my side and support me a

in my research and profound thanks to JICA and all JDS

skills are very helpful to us and they will affect us even when we

lot since the first day of my arrival in Japan. I also want to say

according to Japanese thinking. There are many interesting
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Furthermore, I learn many things from other students, researchers
when I took part in an International Symposium organized in

Korea in November, 2017. Honestly, it was an awesome memory

for me because I have never participated in and made an oral
presentation in English before.

Finally, under JDS program, my lab mate (another

JDS fellow) and I had a chance to join a field trip to Lao and (go
back to) Vietnam with our supervisor. Not only learned how to

do field survey as well as collect and preserve insect samples on

cassava, we also enjoyed the delightful journey a lot with many
traditional, delicious foods and wonderful sightseeing both in
Lao and Vietnam.

thanks to my lab mates, my friends for their encouragement and

It is the truth that “Travelling forms a young man”, two

for the unforgettable memories we experienced together until
now and so far.

years of studying and living in Japan gave me not only excellent

campus where I moved to hereafter I finished my course work

experience. Hopefully, I could be back as a student in Kyushu

research environment, but also unforgettable and invaluable

Secondly, I would like to tell you some things about Ito

University in near future to gain more knowledge and to explore

in Hakozaki campus in the middle of March, 2016. There are

so many things I have never ever known.

many interesting things in Ito Campus that I want to share with
you – JDS fellows – who is coming to study here next semester
or is going to visit our university in the future. The first one is

that we have own bus named “loop bus” which travelling around

our campus on weekdays. Interestingly, it is free of charge for

NYO Me Htun

who come to our campus. It takes more than 20 minutes for

My 2nd Year Master Student Life in Japan

everyone including lecturers, staffs, students and even guests

the bus to complete a closed loop with several bus stops, so

Now, I totally

you can easily imagine how large Ito campus is and how well

accepted that time

our campus is located on the hills and surrounded by forest,

first, I thought that I

flew very fast. At

Kyushu University students have been supported. Moreover,

sent my first annual

thus we have been studying and researching in peaceful and

report to JICE Office

quiet environment. Additionally, lots of modern facilities were

just two months ago.

equipped, consequently research activities could not be more

In fact, it was already

convenient.

almost one year ago.
Then, when I recalled

this passing time,
I noticed that I did

many things during

this one year period.
I got more new

international friends

by meeting with

JDS 2016 entered

students at welcome party arranged by JICE. I already enjoyed
Japanese seasons including their own beauties for one more
year. Especially, I will never forget that my friends and I walked

Regarding to my academic life, I have gradually

around Tenjin by wearing Kimono and took many pictures with

learned not only useful knowledge, experiment skills, but also

Kimono and Sakura blossoms in Ohori Park during this previous

the scientific and logical thinking from my supervisor. On every

spring.

Monday morning, we have weekly seminar and it is extremely

One more thing I will never forget is trip to Tokyo during

useful for all of us. Beside the comments, recommendations and
questions of our sensei, we also get the questions and comments

March to attend a JDS Joint Program. I deeply thank to JICE

reading and presentation skills have been improved evidently.

gave me valuable and happy memories. First of all, I could join

for kind arrangement regarding that program. This trip really

from others through those seminar sessions. Consequently, our
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to “Team-Building and leadership Training” and could learn

THAINT Thinzar Shwe

how to form a team and move through the stages as well as the

Time flies so fast and it is difficult to say Goodbye to

constructive ways to be a good leader from outstanding and well-

experienced trainers even though the program lasted only for one

beautiful Japan and my friends from Fukuoka. To be honest, I

back to my country. Then, I got the opportunity too to learn about

First of all, I would like to express my deepest gratitude

fall in love with the nature, culture of Japan.

day. I will apply these valuable knowledge at work when I go

Keidanren and its main activities and gained the knowledge

to my respectable

including Myanmar. Another reason is that I could meet with our

Miyamoto Sensei for

supervisor Professor

about Japan’s cooperation in business sector of Asian countries

his understanding

batch 2015 entered JDS friends who are studying in different

and generous

universities of Japan. Actually, this program looked like a kind

guidance for me to

of reunion party as well for our JDS students. One more reason

work on a topic that

is that I could visit some famous places of Tokyo including

was great interest

to me. I am grateful
to my associate

professor Honjoh
Sensei for his caring
and discussion
on seminar and

special thanks to
Masuda Sensei for
his kind support

and carefully detail
advice on my study
and daily life.

It can be said, second year in Japan is very hard for me

Kamakura Buddha temple and Madame Tussauds.

because of my severely health condition. I cannot express enough

to complete my study plan on time. I could go back to Myanmar

Also thanks to friends and colleagues who inspired me during

On the other hand, I was very busy at other time by trying

thanks to my family, for supporting me mentally and physically.

for two months for collection of necessary data for my research

my stay in Japan. In addition, deeply thanks to JDS program and

with the kind permission of JICE and my supervisor. When I

JICE coordinators, I pay my special thanks to YOSHINO San

arrived back to Japan from Myanmar, I did my data analysis in

who accompanied to the hospital when I was ill.

our Laboratory. Now, I am preparing for upcoming Master’s

In Myanmar, I am a veterinarian and I work for Livestock,

Thesis presentation after finishing my analysis. I hope I will

Breeding and Veterinary Department. Thus why, my background

One of my dreams, getting a master degree from Japan,

very beginning of laboratory work. Fortunately, I got a chance

finish my master course successfully in time.

field is little different with current study and I learnt from the

will come true soon. Regarding that, I would like to express my

to conduct the research work at my home country. I want to

great gratitude to Japanese Government and Japanese people,

give short introduction of my research. I isolated and identified

especially, JDS Scholarship for giving me this opportunity. Then,

Salmonella spp. (Food Poisoning Bacteria) from 119 chicken

I would like to send million thanks to JICE coordinators and

meat samples from supermarkets and wet markets in Yangon,

staff for their continuous support and kind assistance throughout

Myanmar. The isolated strains were tested with 15 antibiotics

my living in Japan. Furthermore, I would like to express my

and multi-drug resistant strains were prepared as DNA templates

sincere gratitude to my Professor-Dr. Shigejiro Yoshida, my

and brought to Japan. Next step in Japan, I extend my study

supervisor-Associate Professor Dr. Nobuya Mizoue as well as

design for detection of quinolone resistance genes and extended

Assistant Professor Dr. Tetsuji Ota and all of lab members in the

spectrum beta-lactamase genes. During two years of my academic

Laboratory of Forest Management for their valuable supervision

life in Kyushu University, I have improved my experience related

and guidance and kind support during the whole period of my

to food poisoning bacteria, technical knowledge and self-study

master course in Japan.

hobby that help me to extend my knowledge.

After studying hard, next is relaxing section. I spent my

spare time for sightseeing around the nation, summer camp with
host family and KUSFA events. Last year, I visited around Osaka
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and Fukuoka. This year, I organized for long trip to mount Fuji,

get data early to have more time on interpreting and writing the

great Buddha Kamakura and the northernmost part of japan,

result.

Hokkaido for enjoying snow and skiing, Japanese hot spring.

I have learnt many things from my professor and lab

It was already passed for two seasons of Cherry blossoms,

mates. They all work hard to support me in process of learning.

maple trees and snowing. I will miss them after coming back to

Each one has different way of teaching. I would like express my

my home country.

grateful thanks to professor Teruaki NANSEKI and assistant

At last, but not least I am extremely thankful and pay

professor Yosuke CHOMEI for their guidance, valuable

my gratitude to Japanese Government and Livestock, Breeding

suggestions and encouragements. Furthermore, I would like to

and Veterinary Department in Myanmar who gave me a great

give my thankfulness to all international seniors in my laboratory

opportunity to study at one of the best University, Kyushu

(Widya san, Rada san and Bac san). They are always support and

University in Japan.

explain unknown lessons for me. I am very proud to be one in
this laboratory and I also like to way they grow me. Self-study
and own thought are very effective for research than borrow

other’s idea or directly guidance. Last, study deeply is very
important for master student.

2016Entrance
Entrance[Master
[MasterCourse]
Course]
2015

Daily Life and Travelling in Fukuoka

Sisomphone BOUDSENGNGAM

Yoshino san (JICE Kyushu officer) and Nishi san (supporter).

First Arrival in Osaka, Japan

my home country. Fukuoka is very charm to attract me. People

My daily life won’t be smooth without these people,

They always have well response and make me feel like I live in

Life in Japan was started in Osaka. Many orientation

are friendly and have well response as Japanese nature, I have no

programs were held. The most attractive is culture and history

language barrier even though I can speak Japanese a little.

about Japan and the most interesting is visiting the climate

Last, I encourage all of new comers to attend Japanese

demonstrate center in Tokyo that gave me experiences how

class and hippo family activity, they are very helpful for daily

wind and so on. The most important thing of the program is

basic statistic class is very important for person who does not

to survive from natural disaster such as earthquake, strong

life and making impression for Japanese people. Furthermore,

making friendship among JDS fellow from different countries.

have experience before. One more thing, going around not only

Moreover, 50 hours of Japanese class was very helpful for me to

Kyushu but also another part of Japan.

communicate with Japanese people and go around Osaka, Nara
and Tokyo on the weekend.

M1 Student in Laboratory of Agricultural and Farm
Management

Daoluang HONGLIKITH

very fast. I was very busy with my study. I started both module

Annual Report

It is almost one year since I have been in Japan. Time flied

subject course and
lab work together,

and I completed
all module subject
c o u r s e i n 1 st

semester then I have

more time to focus
on my research. I

had data collecting
(41 days in May-

June, 2017) in
t h e 2 nd s e m e s t e r

at Oudomxay

JDS program provide me a good opportunity to explore

province, Laos.

different culture, environment and lifestyle while I am a student

if compare with

of coordinated with professor for my academic life, house agency

It is quite quick

at Kyushu University. JICE has a lots of supports to me in terms

other JDS fellow,

for moving house and other concerning issues. I am really

but I would like to

appreciated with JICE support so I rarely face difficulty problems

20

for living in Japan even though I do not know Japanese language.

I was surprised with amazing shape of many mountains which

such as training and rice planting filed trip which is interesting

visit and play ski and snowboard. I played snowboard with my

In addition, JDS also provides many activities to JDS fellows

covered by snow. It is extremely attractive many tourists to

for me, I had chance to practice rice plating with others JDS

friends. We had a lots of fun and great memory.

fellows. We gained new experience and happiness together.

Student life in Japan is more self-direct learn and active

reading which different from Laos, I have to adapt to their way

of learning. I have to stay focus, be more patience and have time

Khamsalath SOUDTHEDLATH

and laboratory works. Sometime, I feel stressful because lots of

First arrival in Japan

seniors and do exercise. After that, I come back to do those

first time to Japan, the

of reading and searching of many academic journals are crucial

to study since I was a

management in order to complete many assignments, presentation

Well, this is my

works but I can deal with this issue through consultation with

country I am expected

tasks it again and again so I can complete them on time. Love

high school student.

parts to bring me approached my tasks so now I love them and

Of course, this would

I spend most of my time on them. On the other hand, Kyushu

be my value memories

University provides many activities for international students to

that I will never forget

share experience and make new friends through joining clubs

because it is my great

such as debate, badminton, tennis, piano and windsurfing clubs.

opportunity to deal

I attended debate club which make me improve speaking and

with my dream and it

faster thinking skills. It also allows me to have new friends from

is also the hard time

Korea, China and Japan.

for me to stay far

away from my beloved family for 2 years. On 26th August 2016
in the early morning, I arrived at Kansai International Airport,

Osaka prefecture by Air Bus VN0330; JICE staffs have already

been at the airport and took us to Shin Osaka Washington Hotel

Plaza by bus. We, JDS students, stayed at this hotel for 2 weeks.

During this period, we participated many wonderful orientations
and lectures which organized for all JDS students, including the
understanding of Japanese society and culture, economic and
business, political and administration, education in Japan, daily

stress management in Japan and Japanese language. In additional

to this, the field trip to Kyoto Disaster Prevention Centre to
learn how to escape and protect ourselves from natural disaster

My research conduct the experiment and collect data

was very great and meaningful because we all had a chance

in Japan so I do not have to return to collect data in my home

to practice as we are in the real natural disaster situation such

country like some students. Therefore, I can spend much time to

as the earthquake, typhoon, and fire. However, this is my first

work on my research. I receive support from my supervisor and

experience to learn and faced with these situations since it rarely

Ph.D. students so there is less issue to implement my experiment.

occurs in my country, Lao PDR. Beside this, staying in Osaka

My supervisor provide advice in particular academic knowledge

brought me to get to know and make friends with many JSD

and skills. He is very kind, helpful and friendly to me. When I

students from different countries and we are proud to share our

did not understand some part of academic journal, I can discuss

cultures, traditional and experiences what we have gained in the

with him easily. My lab has seminar in each week, when I attend

past in order to get to know each other well before moving to our

seminar, I can learn from others students in different topic

respective university. These valuable lessons make me stay and

research and I can develop my present skill which how to make

learn in Japan with self-confident and comfortable.

better presentation and good presenter.

Academic Life in Kyushu University

Beside of study, I have chance to visited many famous

After arriving Kyushu University, Fukuoka prefecture

prefectures and gorgeous places in Japan during my vacation

on 10 th September, 2016. I was very excited before starting

time. There are Tokyo, Kyoto, Osaka, Nara, Niigata and
Hiroshima. I visited Fuji Mountain, it was incredible place with

my academic life in next few weeks because I, firstly, could

more relax. Moreover, when I traveled to Niigata to visit friends,

But I felt more confident and overcame all the anxieties after

not imagine how difficult and challenge of Master course is.

beautiful scenery view and nature. It made me enjoy a lots and
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the warmly welcome party which organized by Faculty of

you.

Japan experience

Agriculture because I had a chance to meet many professors
(sensei) and senior JDS students and got the suggestions

After arriving

from them. Particularly, I had a great opportunity to meet my

to Japan, JDS

me to the laboratory members and also the laboratory works after

the opportunity to

supervisor, Akiko Maruyama-Nakashita and she introduced

program gave me

the party ended. From 11th October 2016, I have been starting

attend a post-arrival

to learn and practice about the experiment in the laboratory

orientation course

in order to complete my goals. During the first semester, I

in Osaka. During

was completely supported by family, my sensei, laboratory

this time, I met a

members and classmates, so I could finish all module subjects

l a rg e n u m b e r o f

with enough credits that an international student must earn. Of

JDS students from

course, Kyushu university is the biggest university in Kyushu

many countries.

island and it belongs to top ten universities in Japan. Therefore,

Although we only

learning at such a famous university is not easy but it is not

shared learning

too difficult as well. This is because the university is located

time in two weeks,

and surrounded with good environmental and it provides you

we were together

such great warmly welcome and good facilities for studying,

exploring Japanese

especially, the central library, the greatest place for studying

features through interesting lectures as well as small field trips,

because it is full of knowledge sources and the good place for

especially the useful trip to Kyoto for learning about disasters

group discussion. In addition, this library opens every day,

in Japan. Thanks to this opportunity, we could experience the

except some special holiday. Therefore, a group study with many

lifestyle in Kansai area: from the modern style of Osaka to

international students and Japanese students is very great time

ancient style of Nara.

for you to improve your academic skills, share your opinion,

After orientation course, I came to Fukuoka to attend

get the comments and suggestions from them. Moreover, this is

Kyushu University. Different from Kansai area, Fukuoka has its

daily Japanese phrases. This has been an amazing International

They are comfortable humid subtropical climate; peaceful

your great chance to improve your English skills as well as the

own beautiful aspects of Japanese south-western island - Kyushu.

Development Research Course. Then do not miss your chance!

seashore of Hakata Bay where we can come there to pick up

Finally, I would like to express my sincere thanks

oysters or clams in summer; red maple leaves at Dazaifu in

to the Japanese government, Japanese people, Kyushu

autumn; splendid decoration when New Year’s coming in central

University professors and staffs as well as the JICE staffs and

areas as Hakata; busy lifestyle with delicious street food in

JICA officers for their kind supported, educated, assistant and

Tenjin; beautiful flowers monthly changing in Uminonakamichi;

providing me very warmly welcome, hospitable and precious

and wonderful cherry blossoms in Ohori park…

opportunity to pursue my higher education in this prestigious

institution. Last but not least, My heartfelt thanks to my

beloved family, especially, my beloved wife and son for their
supported and encouragement throughout my study.

Nguyen Mai Linh
JDS brings valuable experiences to my life
Introduction

Academic experience

My name is Nguyen Mai Linh. I’m from Vietnam. Thanks

to JDS, I have a chance to study in Japan from autumn 2016.

I love academic experiences I’m having in Kyushu

Now, I’m a student belonging to Food and Agricultural Policy

University.

time I’m writing this report, I’ve already stayed in Japan for nine

room, we have our own place and we can spend time there 24/7

deal of unforgettable experiences and I want to share with all of

study room, central library seems to be the most suitable place

Laboratory, Faculty of Agriculture, Kyushu University. At the

Our lab divides 5-6 students into a study room. In that

months. These three quarters may not be so long, but I got a great

to study if we want. Although opening in shorter time than lab
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for learning. Here, you can meet a large number of students

memory. I still have time here, but I also know time will fly so

in every corner as self-studying rooms, group-studying rooms,

University. I would like to express my gratitude to Japanese

together with you chasing for the unlimited horizon of knowledge

fast… I will treasure every moment I still stay here in Kyushu

computer rooms, discussion rooms, book reference rooms…

government, JICE office and coordinators, my professors and

This atmosphere will encourage and make you feel happy while

colleagues in Food and Agricultural Policy Laboratory for their

studying.

supports. I will try my best to complete the remaining academic

Besides self-study, we also attend many subject classes

journey here.

that are greatly useful to improve our research skills as Statistics,

Rural Survey Methodology… Some classes also offer field trip
for students. One of the most interesting trips I attended was

visiting Kubota farm in Itoshima. This farm produces special and

high quality vegetables, which makes it become famous among
vegetable producers. The farm’s director introduced us about

their production, processing and marketing process, which gave

me understanding about one of the successful business models in
Japan.

However, the most important studying activity is attending

lab’s seminars. Thanks to seminars, we can learn so much from

other lab members about their research topic as well as their

mistakes while studying. I also presented for several times.
After each presentation, I received a large number of comments
from professors and lab friends, which were valuable for me

to orient my study in following time. My lab professor, Ito-

Pham Thi Thanh Huyen

gain good experiences, which is helpful for us in future career.

Foreign student life

Global Food and Agricultural Resource Economics (IFARE)”

laboratory of Agroecology, Faculty of Agriculture Kyushu

because this was the first time I participated an international

gratitude to my supervisors - Professor Dr. Toshihiro Mochizuki

sensei usually facilitates us to join international conference to

I am nearly on the half road of my Mater degree at

In last semester, I participated “The 3rd International Forum on

University. First and foremost, I would like to extend my

in Kitakyushu. IFARE was a precious experience for me,

and Dr. Tomomi Abiko for their suggestions, criticisms and

academic workshop as a presenter. I also got many comments

encouragement. In addition, I spend my special acknowledgement

and suggestions from international professors and students,

to Japan International Cooperation Center (JICE), JDS program

which were highly useful for me in future research. Besides, I

committee of Kyudai and Thai Nguyen university of Agriculture

could learn from other finished and ongoing studies and develop

and Forestry, Vietnam for the assistance, financial supporting and

connection with international researchers participating in the

providing me the great opportunity being here.

workshop.

Friendship experience

This time I want to come up with my story those related

Since I came to Japan, I’ve met a large number of students

closely to my life as a foreigner in this beautiful country, from

share a large number of things together. Regarding daily life:

As a JDS scholar, we have been supported by Japan

what I have experienced here through almost 1 year.

from many countries. We already became good friends and could

we lived together in dormitory; we shared living information as
electricity, gas, water and important administrative procedures

as health insurance; we went to supermarkets, prepared food,
then ate meals together; we enjoyed sightseeing and festivals
together… Regarding academic life: we learnt and presented

together; we listened to each other research and helped to solve
the difficulties as much as we could; we went to field trips and
joined workshops together; then in the future, we will together
graduate. I wish everyone would succeed in their studying, and

when the time comes, we will celebrate together for the last time

before we go back to our countries to continue our own missions.
Oh, I will miss all of them so much!

At Lion strawberry farm, あまおう most popular strawberries in Japan, are
produced exclusively in Fukuoka prefecture.

These nine months brought me so much unforgettable
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around Fukuoka. For rice planting, I experienced and acquired

knowledge concerned with the techniques of Japanese terrace
rice farming system connecting with tourism promotion which
should be learned for other countries including Vietnam.

As belonging in Agroecology lab, we usually have

field experiments like soil preparation, seedlings transferring,

harvesting, data analyze but all members including students,

technical staffs and even professors always give their hands to
conduct the private tasks together. And in reality, half members

of my laboratory are Japanese and we sometimes communicate

in Japanese language. In most cases, when I talked with them

At Iichiko Hita Distillery in Advanced technology course with international
students and Doi sensei

(Japanese people) I never felt as an outsider because they
made me involved in the talking by asking about my country

and respecting my culture very much. With them, I felt pretty
comfortable to talk in Japanese and more motivated to polish my
Japanese language day by day.

Thanks again to Japan & JDS scholarship, I and my

husband (ex-JDS batch 10 – the best sempai ever) can reunion,
pursue our passion into academia and survive smoothly here
every day. Many new things are still in my waiting list to
discover more and がんばってください .

At Osaka castle with JDS members

Nguyen Thi Hang Phuong

International Cooperation Center (JICE) from the day we

My memorable experiences in Japan

were selected, a full-care system and extremely good for us.

Frequently, JICE coordinators keep providing us information,
trainings kindly and carefully. Thanks to them, we have had
useful background on Japanese, life matters and get ready the

best attempt for every chance we cope. Under the International
Course, we have “United Nations” classes with Professors and
students from different countries. It is the best chances for us to
share our knowledge
by discussing and

exchanging our
traditional cultures.

From different point

of views and different

I am a Vietnam JDS fellow 2016, the first year Master

backgrounds, we can

learn how to apply

student in the Postharvest Science Laboratory, Department of

develop deeply our

University. After staying nearly one year in Japan, there are many

Agro-environmental Sciences, Faculty of Agriculture, Kyushu

critical thinking to

valuable and enjoyable experiences, knowledge I would like to

lectures. Another

mention about. Everything what I see, what I learn, what I gain

impression on

and what I try are very strange and useful for my life.

international course

The ﬁrst day of my life in Japan started when I arrived at

& JDS program is

the valuable study

Kansai International Airport on 28th August, 2016.

Farm, Iichiko Hita

course on Japanese Economy and Business, Japanese Politics

Plum Orchard

Japanese class for two weeks. In Osaka, we visited to Todai

After I arrived in Osaka, I stayed and took orientation

tours like Lion Fruits

At Uminonakamichi seaside park with my family,
4/2017

and Administration, Japanese Society and Culture, and attended

Distillery, Okubodai
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Ji Temple and Kiyomizu Temple. We also visited Kyoto City

Finally, study life in Kyushu University is full of new

Disaster Prevention Center and learned about disaster prevention.

knowledge and experiences. I am sure I can contribute my

activity while I was staying in Hakata was participating in

I would like to express my sincere thanks to the Japanese

After two weeks, I moved to Hakata. The most memorable

knowledge and experiences to the development of my country.

homestay program with HIPPO Family Club. My student’s life

government and JDS program for giving me a chance to study in

in Kyushu University started when I moved to dormitory in

Kyushu University. I’m very thankful to JICE staff for lending

September, 2016. I stayed with my Lao friend in sharing room.

their hands in time of need, such as provision of basic Japanese

We spent our time with each other by cooking, cleaning, talking

language, culture, politics, and arrangement of stay in dormitory

and visiting with each other. I had a good memory with my

as well as in an apartment, and making comfort when any

friends who have never known each other before and we could

problems come eventually. I’m also grateful to my Vietnamese

know in deep as one family while we are in Japan.

friends in Kyushu University and international friends who
always help me when I am need in help. Their kindness will be
always treasured in my heart and mind.

NAY MYO WIN
Life in Kyushu University

I used to dream in my teenage life for long staying

and studying in a developed country. Since I graduated, I

was immersed in the busy departmental responsibilities and
obligations of family for 13 years. These long and busy events
couldn’t make my dream to be dull because I was selected by

Life in campus is quite interesting to me, personally. I had

Japan’s Grant Aid for Human Resource Development (JDS)

chances to be in class with students from different countries.

Program to become international student in Japan. I was very

We studied together many subjects. It was especially interesting

excited to hear that news because Japan is one of the most

when we had discussion about a subject. Every student was

wonderful country. Japan is famous with not only their creative

encouraged to speak out their idea or solution. Through the

sciences but also self-disciplined and industrious citizens. In

discussion, we could have a wider view of the problem. I think

addition, I was proud of myself to be selected as a candidate of

it is very useful for me. We also had chances to go to factories,

Kyushu University, one of the seven imperial Universities in

ﬁelds such as integrated rice and duck farming, rice planting

Japan.

tour for some subjects and JDS one day study trips. Through
these tours, we could observe the real situation of agriculture

industry of Japan. Moreover, the most impressive thing for me is
internet and information access that Kyushu University provide

for students. I can ﬁnd and download many academic papers

easily from internet. However, there is one thing most of the
JDS students expect to be improved. That is the Module Subject
design. At the first semester, the students have to study 5 of the

6 subjects from different sciences, like Soil Science, Genetics,

Food Science, etc. Because of this class design, the students have
to study many subjects that completely different from their ﬁeld
of research. This really costs time of the students. We hope that
the class design will soon be improved so that the students can

study the subjects that are more closely related to the ﬁeld they
are interested.

Now, I am still studying research thesis for my master

degree under the supervision of Professor Toshitaka UCHINO
and Associate Professor Fumihiko TANAKA. They are very
kind hearted, very helpful and very friendly. We always have
open discussion in researches and I got a lot of guidance and
comments on my study.
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Orientation period

also important. I joined the wonderful Beppu trip organized

in 26th August 2016. As soon as we arrived Shin Osaka Hotel

It showed around the Beppu city visiting the Asia Pacific

Our Myanmar JDS (2016) group landed Kansai airport

by Kyushu University Foreign Student Association (KUFSA).

(OSAKA), JICE started their orientation schedules. Within

University (APU) and amazing hot springs. Among these visits,
Sun Industry was unforgettable and appreciated the deep self-

2 weeks stay in the hotel, we learnt about Japanese customs,

societies and disciplines from these orientations and Japanese

reliance and motivation of their disabled employees. Although

language as well. Among these orientations, cross cultural

they are handicapped, they have not given and struggling the life.

understanding workshop which shared how to expect the greeting

Regarding the research, data collection was conducted

form others in Japan and how to solve daily stress was the

returning to my home Country after the first semester. The early

uncomfortable greeting in Osaka. Although I smiled at a

ideas relating to the research topic. In addition, data collection

most interesting one. Regarding this, I’ve already experienced

data collection took me on study pathway and generated fruitful

pedestrian encountered on the same path-way, he ignored me.

in home Country was a great opportunity to see family and

Actually, it is not a courtesy to smile at stranger in Japan. So I

eliminate my home-sick.

understood that perhaps a polite manner of a Country would not

Now, I have moved out Kaikan dorm and already get

be that of other Country.

used to new address and Japanese daily life especially. As my

disaster prevention center in Kyoto and prevention measures

important to overcome study life in foreign Country. You should

Another great experience was earthquake simulation in

suggestion to new comers, physical and mental health are very

were learnt in case of earthquake. Though I thought that the

try to be familiar with new community not only in social issues

orientation schedule in Osaka was tight, the knowledge gained

also their traditional foods. In order to allay homesick, you

from these orientation were crucial for adaptation to Japanese

should visit sightseeing, do shopping and speak mother tongue

society and immerse in daily life of Japan quickly.

as much as you can with friends from home country and keep in

Starting story in Fukuoka

touch with international friends.

After 2 week stay in Osaka, we, Kyushu University

To be conclude, I’d like to express my gratitude to the

candidates moved to Fukuoka in which Kyushu University

Governments of Japan and Myanmar, JICA and JICE. Especially,

opposite site of Hakata station. Before University international

made me more comfortable in Japan. In addition, it is pleasure to

located. JICE managed the nice accommodation in Green 2 Hotel

JICE coordinator gave kind and detailed supports and her helps

student dorm, we had to stay 13 days in this hotel, it should be

say thanks to my professor Shigejiro YOSHIDA and supervisor

named the golden times because we owned leisure time to enjoy

associate professor Nobuya MIZOUE for their guidance and

sightseeing, metropolitan areas and try diverse Japanese cuisines

suggestions to succeed my study. Now I am hopefully marching

around the Fukuoka. During that stay, JICE coordinator kept in

to the destination of Master Course to fulfill the objectives of

touch with us and gave kind supports for application of resident

JDS program.

card and opening bank account. Besides, JICE arranged a home
visit plan. My warmly host family picked me at the Hakata

station and went together their home in Saga. They organized a

small welcome party inviting their friends. What a lovely custom.

AYE THIDA MAUNG

in that visit.

Unforgettable memories and study life in Japan

I learnt the politeness, hospitality and mutual respect from them
Student life

Firstly, I would like to appreciate my heartfelt thanks to

After 2 week stay in Green 2 hotel, it started moving to

Japanese Grant Aid for Human Resource Development (JDS)

with Mongolian friend. That was a good experience to stay with

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation, University of

Program; Japanese International Cooperation Center (JICE);

international student dorm (Kaikan). I had to stay in shared room

Veterinary Science, Myanmar that provide too much me to get a

an international friend together in a same room. It was time

to restart my student life. I belonged to Forest Management

great opportunity to become a JDS fellow and one of the student
of Kyushu University.

Laboratory, Faculty of agriculture. I was grateful for warmly

Now I am a first year master student of JDS program

welcome of Japanese friends from my Lab. and they gave kind
support to get used to Lab. and Campus. Although 25 minutes

2016-2018, studying on the Laboratory of Food Hygienic

to campus regularly because classes were comfortable and

University under the supervision of my sensei Professor Takahisa

Chemistry, Faculty of Agriculture, Graduate School, Kyushu

cycling from dorm to Hakozaki campus, I enjoyed to come

MIYAMOTO, sensei Associate Professor Ken-ichi HONJOH and

university canteen (shokudo) attracted me with its delicious

sensei Assistant Professor Yoshimitsu MASUDA. Also I would

menu and reasonable prices.

like to express my sincere thanks to all of my sensei.

While studying in Japan, I kept in mind not only

Since before I come to Japan, JICE helped me for

academic is crucial, participating in the university’s events is
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preparing of detail

many experimental topics which doing in our lab. My kindness

entrance application

advice to me “which one I should do, which one is better”, and

supervisor Professor Takahisa MIYAMOTO always guidance and

procedures such as

give good comments when we have discussion for my research

form for University,

even he is too busy because my lab have many international

visa for coming to

students from China, Vietnam, Thailand, Singapore, Korea,

here, air tickets and

African, Indonesia and Myanmar including me.

a lot. When I arrived

Besides studying I can enjoy and relax with natural

to Japan, we lived

in Osaka about 2

beauties of japan. I visited famous temples, waterfall, Japanese

language training

picking, planting rice paddy field trip with the plan of JDS

traditional house, Fukuoka towel, seaside places, strawberry

weeks for Japanese

excursion, KUFSA trip or with my friends. Also I really enjoyed

course, orientations

with Hanabi (fire-working), Hanami (flower looking), Cherry-

related with the

blossoms, snowing, skiing, Dontaku festival that all are only I

detail explanations

can enjoy in Japan. I love very much all of this memories.

about JDS program,

Finally, I would like to acknowledge in my bottom

Japanese life style,

economy, culture,

of heart to my sensei Professor Takahisa MIYAMOTO, all

crime management, and then we went to the Kyoto disasters

of the responsibility persons of JDS program including JICE

other professors, seniors, friends and all of my lab mate, all

bicycle rules and

Kyushu coordinator Yoshino san, all of my kindness teachers of

management center for training of the protection of natural

University of Veterinary Science, Yezin.

disasters. We had to participate the welcome party and perform
by Myanmar traditional dance. We could exchange many

experiences to other JDS students from different countries in this
orientations, Japanese language class and welcome party. I was

very appreciated to JICE and JDS program for systematically
arrangements.

After 2 weeks, we moved to the Hakata from Osaka by

Shinkansen (bullet train), we had to stay in Hakata Green Hotel
about 2 weeks. During this period, we had to go around Fukuoka
with new friends and I visited homestay program with Hippo

Family club. Host family was very kindness and careful for me.
I could try Japanese food and wear Japanese traditional dress

(Kimono). While I had to wear the Kimono, Japanese little girl
in this family had to wear Myanmar traditional dress and took

photos together. That moment was also very enjoyable and I
really felt Japanese people are very kindness and helpful mind of
them.

And then we moved to the dormitory, I stayed share room

with one of the JDS Vietnamese student about 6 months. We

could live and eat together even different countries. She was very

kindness and good roommate for me. After 6 months, we moved
together to the different room, same apartment near our campus,
this was also helped by JICE.

Regarding to the academic life, I started my course at

first of October and had to learn many lectures from different
fields. All of sensei were very careful for teaching and I got
many knowledge from all of these lectures. I had to go to my

lab from 9am to 5pm every day except weekend. My professor

had providing one desktop computer for each student to all
of the lab members for studying in lab. We have the journal
club presentation in every Monday and experimental reports
presentation in every Friday, so we can share and discuss
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