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1.  Purpose of the JDS program

The purpose of the JDS program, “The Project for Human Resource Development Scholarship” is to offer 
the research opportunities to the prosperous young leaders from countries concerned. The objective of our 
program at Kyushu University is to develop strong human resources, build a stronger personal and institutional 
collaboration and furthermore enhance the prospective relationship between Japan and their home countries. 
JDS fellows are expected to contribute to the socio-economic development of their country, by actively 
engaging in policy formulation and implementation of social and economic development policies when they 
complete the program and return to their home country.

The JDS program at the Graduate School of Bioresource and Bioenvironmental Sciences at Kyushu 
University has launched in 2001. 1n 2019, our JDS program hosts nineteen Master’s students from three 
countries namely Lao PDR, Vietnam and Myanmar.. Also, four Ph.D. students are undertaking the JDS Ph.D. 
program. They study and conduct research in the individual laboratories in our graduate school and prepare 
their Master’s theses as well as Ph.D. dissertation in English and present them at the end of the program.

 
2. Enrolled JDS students in 2020

Name Nationality Laboratory Supervisor
Doctor Course [2018 Entrance]

Thein Saung Myanmar Forest Management MIZOUE Nobuya, Professor
Sai Hong Anh Vietnam Water Environment Engineering HIRAMATSU Kazuaki, Professor

Doctor Course [2019 Entrance]
Honglikith Daoluang Lao PDR Water Environment Engineering HARADA Masayoshi, Associate Professor
Phyu Phyu San Myanmar Insect Natural Enemies TUDA Midori, Associate Professor

Master Course [2018 Entrance]
Saveng Inpeng Lao PDR Irrigation and Water Management SHINOGI Yoshiyuki, Professor 
Souvannasing Saovany Lao PDR Marine Environmental Science OSHIMA Yuji , Professor
Quach Dai Vuong Vietnam Environmental  Economics YABE Mitsuyasu, Professor
Vu Thi Thu Huong Vietnam Agricultural and Farm Management NANSEKI Teruaki, Professor
Tran Hong Quan Vietnam Plant Bioresources KUMAMARU Toshihiro, Professor 
Tran Thu Trang Vietnam Marine Biochemistry NAKAO Miki, Professor
Pham Nguyen Anh Duy Vietnam Insect Natural Enemies UENO Takatoshi, Associate Professor
Win Win Nwe Myanmar Forest Management MIZOUE Nobuya,Professor
Khin Zar Linn Myanmar Food Hygienic Chemistry MIYAMOTO Takahisa, Professor

Master Course [2019 Entrance]
Phommachanh Niphaphone Lao PDR Environmental  Economics YABE Mitsuyasu, Professor

Chanthaxay Bounhom Lao PDR Forest Policy
Institute of Tropißcal Agriculture

FUJIWARA Takahiro , Associate Professor
HYAKUMURA Kimihiko, Associate Professor

Tran Thi Ut Linh Vietnam Environmental  Economics YABE Mitsuyasu, Professor
Tran Thi Huong Giang Vietnam Agricultural and Farm Management NANSEKI Teruaki, Professor
Tran Thi Van Vietnam Postharvest Science TANAKA Fumihiko, Professor 
Nguyen Thi Doan Vietnam Food Analysis MATSUI Toshiro, Professor 
Nguyen Huu Thien Vietnam Systematic Forest and Forest Products Science SHIMIZU Kuniyoshi, Associate Professor
Yan Phyo Han Myanmar Forest Management MIZOUE Nobuya,Professor
Phyo Htet Htet Kyaw Myanmar Food Hygienic Chemistry MIYAMOTO Takahisa, Professor
Win Min Paing Myanmar Forest Policy SATO Noriko, Professor
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Division Laboratory Professor Associate Professor Assistant Professor
Bioresource Sciences

Agrobiological Science 

Plant Breeding Hideshi YASUI
Crop Science Yushi ISHIBASHI Norimitsu HAMAOKA

Plant Production Physiology Sakae AGARIE Kazuyuki SAITOU
Plant Pathology Naruto FURUYA Kazuhiro IIYAMA

Horticultural Science Yukio OZAKI Yuki MIZUNOE
Zoology Hiroshi IIDA Naoki IWAMORI Takane KANEKO

Insect Genome Science Takahiro KUSAKABE Hiroaki MON

Entomology Toshiya HIROWATARI Satoshi KAMITANI
Toshiharu MITA
Sadahisa YAGI

Insect Pathology and Microbial Control Chisa YASUNAGA-AOKI Oumi NISHI

Insect Natural Enemies
Takatoshi UENO

Midori TUDA
Bioresources and Management Kenji TAKASU Shunichiro TAKANO

Agroecology Toshihiro MOCHIZUKI Kaori SAKAI Tomomi ABIKO
Plant Photophysiology Tomonao MATSUSHITA

Creative Science for  Insect Industries
JaeMan  LEE
Tsuguru FUJII

Sanitary Entomology Ryosuke FUJITA Masato HINO

Animal and Marine 
Biosciences

Functional Anatomy Shoji TABATA Shotaro NISHIMURA
Animal Reproductive Physiology Nobuhiko YAMAUCHI Tomoki SOH

Chemistry and Technology of Animal 
Products Ryuichi TATSUMI

Regulation in Metabolism and Behavior Mitsuhiro FURUSE Shinobu YASUO

Animal Producition and Ecology Hideyuki TAKAHASHI
Yutaka NAKANO

Yudai INABU

Marine Biology Michiya MATSUYAMA Kohei OHTA
Akihiko YAMAGUCHI

Chakraborty TAPAS
Fisheries Biology Noritaka MOCHIOKA Akira KURIHARA

Marine Environmental Science Yuji OSHIMA Yohei SHIMASAKI
Aquatic Field Science Norio ONIKURA Yoshihisa KURITA

Agro-environmental Sciences

Bioproduction 
Environmental Sciences

Irrigation and Water Management Yoshiyuki SHINOGI Tomoyuki TANIGUCHI
Water Environment Engineering Kazuaki HIRAMATSU Masayoshi HARADA Toshinori TABATA
Environmental Soil Engineering Takahiro HIGASHI Akiko NAKANO

Soil Science Syuntaro HIRADATE Yuki MORI
Agricultural Meteorology Tomoyoshi HIROTA Daisuke YASUTAKE

Agricultural Machinery and Production 
Systems Design Eiji INOUE

Takashi OKAYASU
Muneshi MITSUOKA

Yasumaru HIRAI
Postharvest Science Fumihiko TANAKA Fumina TANAKA

Forest 
Environmental 

 Sciences

Forest  Management Nobuya MIZOUE Tetsuji OTA
Erosion Control Hideaki MIZUNO

Silviculture Atsushi WATANABE
Kotaro SAKUTA

Michito TSUYAMA
Eiji GOTOH

Forest Policy Noriko SATO Takahiro FUJIWARA

Forest Resources Management Shinya KOGA
Tsutomu ENOKI

Naoaki TASHIROYasuhiro UTSUMI
Ryuzi ICHIHASHI

Forest Ecosystem  Management Kyoichi OTSUKI

Tamako KASAHARA

Ayumi KATAYAMA
Takuo HISHI

Masaaki CHIWA
Tomonori KUME

Sustainable 
Bioresources Science

Wood Science Junji MATSUMURA Masumi HASEGAWA
Wood Materials Technology Tetsuya NAKANO Noboru FUJIMOTO Hiroki SAKAGAMI

Forest Chemistry and Biochemistry Yuji TSUTSUMI Toshihiro ONA Koki FUJITA
Bioresource Chemistry Takuya KITAOKA Hirofumi ICHINOSE

Biomacromolecular Materials Tetsuo KONDO Daisuke TATSUMI
Systematic Forest and Forest Products 

Science Atushi KUME Kuniyoshi SHIMIZU

Biomaterial Design Tetsuo KONDO 
(Concurrent professor) Shingo YOKOTA

3. List of Subjects and Supervising Professors for
    International Development Recearch Course (Academic Year 2020)
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Division Laboratory Professor Associate Professor Assistant Professor
Bioscience and Biotechnology

Agricultural and 
Resource Economics 

Food and Agricultural Policies Hiroshi ISHODA Takaaki WATANABE
Agricultural and Farm Management Teruaki NANSEKI Yosuke CHOMEI

Quantitative Food Economic Analysis Koshi MAEDA Kohya TAKAHASHI

Food Marketing and Distribution Susumu  FUKUDA Masahiro MORITAKA
 Ran LIU

Environmental Economics  Mitsuyasu YABE  Yoshifumi TAKAHASHI Goshi SATO

Molecular Biosciences

Biochemistry Yoshizumi ISHINO
Sonoko ISHINO Takeshi YAMAGAMI

Tomoyuki NUMATA Takashi NAKASHIMA
Marine Biochemistry Miki NAKAO Tomonori SOMAMOTO Takahiro NAGASAWA

Marine Resource Chemistry Nozomu OKINO Yohei ISHIBASHI
Biophysical Chemistry Yoshimitsu KAKUTA Etsuko NISHIMOTO

Plant Nutrition Ken MATSUOKA Akiko MARUYAMA Masamichi KIKUCHI 
(Research Associate)

Pesticide Chemistry Akinori HIRASHIMA Naotaka YAMADA
Plant Molecular Bioscience

Genome Chemistry Engineering Takahiro NAKAMURA Tomohiko KAZAMA

Systems  
Bioengineering

Molecular  Gene Technology Kosuke TASHIRO Shigeru MUTA
Cellular Regulation Technology Yoshinori KATAKURA Kiichiro TERUYA

Synthetic Biology Taizo HANAI Hiroyuki HAMADA
Applied Microbiology Kaoru TAKEGAWA Yujiro HIGUCHI
Microbial Technology Jiro NAKAWAMA Takeshi ZENDO

Soil and Environmental Microbiology Kenji SAKAI Yukihiro TASHIRO
Functional Genomics and Metabolism Shigeki FURUYA

Bio-Process Design Fumihide SHIRAISHI
Silkworm Bioresources Yutaka BANNO Kohji YAMAMOTO

Plant Bioresources Toshihiro KUMAMARU Takahiko KUBO
Microbial Bioresources Katsumi DOI Yasuhiro FUJINO

Food Science and 
Biotechnology

Nutrition Chemistry Masao SATO  Yasutake TANAKA
Food Chemical Biology Hirofumi TACHIBANA Yoshinori FUZIMURA

Food Analysis Toshiro MATSUI Mitsuru TANAKA
Food Process Engineering Noriyuki IGURA
Food Hygienic Chemistry Takahisa MIYAMOTO Ken-ichi HONJOH Yoshimitsu MASUDA

Affiliated Institutions
Fisheries Research Institute of Karatsu Department of Joint Research Keishi SAKAGUCHI Hirofumi OHGA

Center for Promotion of 
International Education 

and Research, 
Faculty of Agriculture

International Relations Mako NAKAMURA

International Education Douglas Robert 
Drummond

Yukiko OGINO

Bang HYUNJUNG

Willam Ka Fai TSE
Ta Viet TON

Yasuaki HIROMASA
Hisako NOMURA 

(Senior Asst. Professor)
Hiromi Maekawa 

(Senior Asst. Professor)

University Farm Toshiro MOCHIZUKI Kaori SAKAI
Yutaka NAKANO
Tomomi ABIKO

Biotron Application 
Center Coordination Division Satoshi YOSHIDA Toshihiko EGUCHI

Institute of  
Tropical Agriculture

Tropical Crops and Environment Section Kazuo OGATA Ikuo MIYAJIMA Shingo HOSOICHI
Land -Water& Envionment Conservation 

Section Masaru MATSUMOTO

International Development Section Kimihiko HYAKUMURA Akinori OZAKI
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4. Program for JDS fellows

Pre-arrival program
  We dispatch of professor for pre-arrival supervision in relation to the research context as necessary

Programs specific to JDS students during the Master’s degree course
1. Special lectures/seminars/workshops on the domestic/international/regional issues,
2. Special seminars for the JDS countries,
3. Well-provided facility with basic equipment for the classes and research,
4. Special supplementary lessons for the needy students,
5. Individual tutoring assistance for the foreign student system.

(These courses are taught by invited foreign scholars during the intensive lectures. The uniqueness and the 
specific information and technology are provided for individual regional developments). 

  In additional to the Master’s Program, an additional coursework is prepared for JDS students to enhance their 
knowledge on both academic and cultural experience at Kyushu University. It filled with a number of academic 
activities that inspire you academically while allowing you to explore Japanese culture and to enjoy campus life 
during your study.

1)  Japan Society for International Development (JASID) Western Japan Research Meeting
  Since 2016, JDS students have opportunity to present their research outcome at the Japan Society for 
International Development (JASID) Western Japan Research Meeting. This will be one of the most exciting 
experiences you will have in the JDS fellows’ academic career. In 2019, the 6th JASID Western Japan 
Research Meeting, jointly hosted by Hiroshima University, Kyushu University and Kumamoto University 
was held in Fukuoka.

2)  Research Skills Seminar
  Many of the new JDS fellows are just 
starting their research. We will help you 
get started on your research as smoothly as 
possible. We have several research seminars 
such as survey methodology, writing skills, 
and presentation practice. This year, due to 
COVID-19, Prof. Taylor could not come to 
Kyushu to provide his classes, however he 
kindly offered to provide the presentation 
skill lectures online.

2019 JASID Western Japan Research Meeting

Prof. Taylor gives a presentation skill lecture online
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3)  JICA Development Studies Program (JICA-DSP)
  Since 2018, the JICA-DSP has launched as part of a minor course which both Japanese course students and 
international course students jointly take.  We provide two subjects, ‘Construction of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries, and Development of Asian Agriculture’ and ‘AgriBio Advanced Technology and International 
Contribution’. 

4)  Research Trip
  We visit a distinguishing rice farm, the Furuno firm, and an agricultural engineering site. This is an exciting 
opportunity to get to know and see the leading technology in agriculture for future leaders of agriculture in 
their home countries. Dr. Furuno demonstrated his recently invented tool for weeding, “hawking”. We were 
impressed by the improvement of the “hawking” since its invention a couple of years ago. Dr. Furuno’s 
technique is applicable to JDS students’ countries where organic, GAP and other environmentally friendly 
farming methods of production are becoming important for sustainable agricultural production. That is part of 
Sustainable Development Goal set by the United Nations. Although we could not visit his farm this year, hope 
this year’s JDS students have chance to visit him next summer..

Completion of the JICA-DSP program

Furuno farm and rice integrated firm
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Rice harvesting on the terraced paddies in Ukiha city, Fukuoka
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Life in Kyushu University
  JDS fellows experience intense and fruitful academic life in Kyushu University in a warm and welcoming 
atmosphere. One of the best experiences of your two year academic life will be the farewell party held by the 
Faculty of Agriculture including your supervisors at the end of your two year program. JDS fellows celebrate 
the completion of their hard work and enjoy a luncheon in the Italian restaurant in the Ito campus.

Post-program
1.  Follow-up Seminar

  After two years of hard work, supervisors of JDS fellows will be their important research co-workers. 
We organize follow-up seminars in the JDS fellow’s home countries, where the fellows can have another 
opportunity to discuss and be inspired for their further research. Follow-up seminars were held in Cambodia 
in 2013, Myanmar in 2014, Laos in 2015, Vietnam in 2016, and again in Laos in 2018.

The opening speech by Prof. Doi

The follow-up seminar in Myanmar
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2.  Guidance of the journal article submission
  Supervisors will continue to guide and support former JDS fellows to submit a journal article which is based 
on data and analysis conducted during the program.

3.  Network building
JDS homepage
  Find out what’s going on in the JDS Master’s Program at the Graduate School of Bioresource and 
Bioenvironmental Sciences at Kyushu University. Go to the following web site to find names and publication 
lists of professors and JDS fellows, as well as upcoming events such as international seminars and follow-up 
seminars.
            http://www.agr.kyushu-u.ac.jp/international/graduate/jds/

Dinner with Myanmar alumni

 Visit to YAU
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JDS Facebook Page
  Posted in the JDS Facebook include information about research seminars on topics such as how to conduct 
a literature review using academic databases such as PubMed and how to manage references using Mendeley. 
It also functions as a meeting place for JDS alumni. JDS fellows can stay in touch with their JDS friends long 
after they left Kyusyu University.
            https://www.facebook.com/pages/JDS-at-Kyushu-University/441849815879864
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5. Ph.D. Mid-Term Presentation and Master’s Thesis Presentation

  Ph.D. students presented at the Mid-Term Presentation and demonstrated research progress. The Graduate 
Course faculty members assess the progress and advise the students about issues that can be improved.

Ph.D. Mid-Term Presentation
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  MA students are awarded the Master of Science (M.Sc) on completion of a satisfactory thesis. This year, the 
presentation was held on 31st July and all students successfully demonstrated what they have captured from the 
last two years of training at their laboratories and out in the field.

Master’s Thesis Presentation
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6. Reports from JDS Students

Sai Hong Anh

A Wonderful Learning and Living Environment – Kyushu 
University

Kyushu University is an incredible place to study, and Fu-
kuoka city is a lovely small city that is one of the most livable 
cities in Japan. You not only can find the academics top-notch in 
your field but also interact with people from different back-
grounds and cultures in the university, exceptionally friendly 
Japanese students. There are many exciting things you want to 
learn and study, and you will realize it soon right after you arrive 
at the university. I am sure you will want to feel it with your 
experience, and you will have unforgettable memories to bring 

home. Besides, the study programs overall are well organized. If 
you study here, you will be inspired by your supervisor, who not 
only teaches you professional knowledge but also show you 
how the Japanese solve the problem. I learned a lot, and they 
were very challenging, exciting, and rewarding. The program 
for international students is an excellent program and I am so 
pleased to have been a part of it. Finally, I want to say that com-
ing to Kyushu University was the best decision I ever made.

I enrolled in the Master’s course of the International De-
velopment Research Course of the Graduate School of Biore-
source and Bioenvironmental Sciences in October 2015 under 
the support of the JDS Master Program and finished the Mas-
ter’s course in September 2017. After going back to the home 
country, I enrolled in the Doctor’s course of the International 
Development Research Course of the graduate school in April 
2018 as a student of the JDS Doctor Program. After finishing the 
Master’s degree, I learned a lot and have experienced so many 
things from life; most of them are very interesting and reward-
ing. I want to tell you that I was very surprised about Japanese 
life and these are necessary for the sustainable development of 
Vietnam in the future. 

I would like to tell you that the JDS program provides us 
with great scholarships not only for master’s degree but also 
for Ph.D. degree, and I think you agree with me on this. I can 
say that the primary purposes, eligibility requirements, and 
conditions of the scholarship are excellent. Thanks to the JDS 
program and the members of the JICE Kyushu office. The 
challenges we face in life could be solved quickly with your 
support. I am very appreciative of that. I want to tell JDS fel-
lows that coming to Kyushu University was the best decision I 
ever made.

2018 Entrance [Doctor Course]
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Honglikith Daoluang

Ph.D Journey in Japan

JDS is a helpful and valuable scholarship to support my 
education degrees and skills both master and doctoral course 
so I cannot find any words to express my pleasure than only 
“Sincerely thank you for your kindness”. JDS provides me a 
grateful opportunity to join an academic life at Kyushu Uni-
versity as a doctoral student in the year 2019. Kyushu Uni-
versity is one of the top ten high range universities across 
Japan, I am so proud to study at Water Environmental Engi-
neering Lab, Graduate School of Bioresource and Bioenvi-
ronmental Sciences under Agriculture faculty. I promise to 
myself that I must study harder than other students because 
my ability needs lots of improvements. Thus, when the se-
mester started, I have been searching for several types of re-
search works and consulting with my main supervisors be-
fore starting my indoor experiment. Since March 2020, I 
have been conducting the experimental on water quality im-
provement and then gathering the analysis data so now I have 
some results, but I must continue to experiment more to con-
firm the accuracy of data. 

Besides academic life, I explored Japan through the 

new year vacation and spring break trips. I went to Kyoto and 
Osaka city to visit my friends and site seeing. My friend 
brought me to many places in Kyoto area which is extremely 
impressive and admired in terms of unique, design and stun-
ning of a Japanese house, shrines, temples, and other historic 
places especially kinkakuji in Kyoto. Another trip to Osaka, 
we visited a Universal Studio Japan (USJ) which is one of 
the famous places in Japan. USJ attracts plenty of tourists, I 
experienced a rolling coaster, watched palace, illumination, 
and game shows. For spring break tour, I appreciated only 
seeing the cherry blossom because this year occurs COVID 
19 pandemic around the world which is a first severe pan-
demic for humans. Following the social distance policy, I 
have been isolating myself from society to protect my health, 
but I sometimes feel depress that spending much time for be-
ing alone. Therefore, I allocate my time properly to study, 
exercise, and sleep to increase my immune system. Online 
communication and learning are the best ways to minimize 
risk from COVID 19, I spend most of my time in my place 
and rarely go out with friends and travels. Reading and writ-
ing academic journals, attending Japanese courses, seminars, 
consult with my supervisor by zoom application. Addition-
ally, my routine life is fantastic that I can meet many interna-
tional friends such as Vietnam, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Pales-
tine, Germany, USA, and France while living in a Dormitory 
1, I participate in various activities, organized by Dom leader 
teams mainly coffee hours in every week, to play a game, 
table tennis and chatting with new friends to share experi-
ences, cultures, and ideas. This makes me forget about home-
sick, and the tension of study hard. 

To sum up, I try to balance my life among academic life 
and daily life and patriciate in trips in Japan as I know that doc-
toral student is complicated and has high pressure. I will effort 
myself success for obtaining the certificate as much as that I can 
like JDS to always support me until now. I believe that my abil-
ity and knowledge will be surely improved at an advanced level 
during three years in Japan.    

2019 Entrance [Doctor Course]
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Phyu Phyu San

Words of Thanks

It is very nice to have an opportunity to write annual re-
port for my Ph. D study life again. The Japanese Grant Aid for 
Human Resource Development Scholarship (JDS) Program has 
been started in Myanmar since 2001. I had got Master degree 
with biological control specialization in 2010-2012 by JDS 
scholarship. This is why I am eligible to grasp this opportunity 
to become JDS Ph. D candidate. So, all executed persons who 
implemented this program are very thankful and it cannot be 
expressed by words. Moreover, I would like to express my sin-
cere gratitude to Japanese people and the government of Japan 
for giving this opportunity and financial support for study. I 
would like to express gratitude to my supervisor, Dr. Midori 
Tuda, Associate Professor, for giving strong recommendation 
and encouragement to apply this program. Moreover, great 
thanks are extended to my coordinator, Ms. Yoshino Chikako, 
my lab members and Myanmar students for their help kindly. 

Study Topic

My interest for Ph. D degree is to study the “Response of 
Azuki bean beetle, Callosobruchus chinensis and its’ parasit-

oids, Heterospilus prosopidis and Anisopteromalus calandrae 
on endosymbiotic bacteria, Wolbachia under climate change 
condition and host plant uses of azuki bean beetle”. Azuki 
bean beetle, is one of important economic pests on grain le-
gumes, infests in field and damages stored legume seeds. Post-
harvest yield losses caused by this beetle were reported up to 
100%. In Japan, C. chinensis is commonly found on seeds of 
cultivated and wild Vigna angularis (red mung bean). In addi-
tion to its importance as a pest insect, this beetle has widely 
been used as a model organism in population biology because 
parameters related to its population dynamics can be easily 
measured, quantified and controlled under laboratory condi-
tions. Parasitic wasps, Anisopteromalus calandrae and Het-
erospilus prosopidis, are potential biocontrol agents against the 
pest beetles. Local populations of C. chinensis in Japan consis-
tently exhibited 100% infection with Wolbachia. Interestingly, 
the three Wolbachia strains caused different levels of cytoplas-
mic incompatibility (CI). CI results in the death of eggs from 
uninfected females mated with infected males in their early de-
velopmental stages. CI-inducing Wolbachia are likely to confer 
a reproductive advantage on infected females compared with 
uninfected females because they are compatible with both in-
fected and uninfected males. The elimination of Wolbachia 
from the host by using antibiotic may be useful for future pest 
control strategies. This present study will emphasize on how 
interactions among Wolbachia strains affect not only host fit-
ness of adzuki bean beetle but also parasitoids on long term gen-
eration. To know the host plants uses of azuki bean beetle, wild 
bean plants in Thailand and Myanmar will be collected and 
identified the infested beetles.
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Saveng Inpeng

JDS tour on rice cultivation in Ukiha city, Fukuoka prefecture

First of all ,  I  would like to appreciate the JDS 
organization that provided many great program and unique 
experience for me. I would like to share one the most 
interesting of JDS’s activities that is important and useful 
points of this mission that can help to create good relationship 
cooperation among international students as well as the 
Japanese community, release the stressful hard study and 
refresh the mind, and learn how to organize well in each part of 
this process. That is field trip on rice cultivation in the Ukiha.

Establishing good relationship cooperation is a relevant 
between cluster, people and community that is not limitation of 
religion, position and national. However, it is creating network, 
contributing affinity and making friends. As I can able touch 
through my emotion from communication of organizer with 
participants respectively, explanation of conducting softly and 
formally. All participants were discussion happily and funny 
as their smile. Besides, it makes me more understanding of the 
good relationship between parents and children as a community 
because everyone communicates on their conversation with all 
participants, teach their children on fundamental agricultural 
skills automatically.  All participants among farmers 
community including children are excited, active and willing 
harvesting. They are look very happy when they were talking 
and laughing. In addition, I feel like I am not far from my own 
country when I saw Japanese children and their parents.

Japanese community provided some of activity that 
make all people to be closely after work hard in the field such 
as having lunch together in a tent with Japanese Oishi food 
and play game. This game, all participants choose the number 
then they give some prize according to the lucky number. My 
observation of this participation show that Japanese people 
restore unique traditional of their rice cultivation. Although 
Japan country is modernization and high technology they still 

conserve their culture.  In my opinion,  it is one of my benefit 
experience that is the relative directly to my workplace. I get 
some idea that I will contribution to conduct at my workplace 
such as establish of training and attract young people know the 
critical of rice cultivation. Therefore, I will share this experience 
to my organization to promote and train teenager know through 
value of rice and significant farmers who always work hard. 

One more thing I would like to express my feeling that 
I am proud of learning from joining this trip happily. Due to, I 
can reduce the stress of my hard study by natural environmental 
conditions around the paddy field with refresh air that makes 
me relax my mind. Moreover, I spar and massage my feet when 
I took off the shoes on the soil in the paddy field. I feel like my 
feet were massaged by some kind of automatic machine.

I hope that when I return to my country. This is one of the 
activities in our organization we will contribute to promoting 
farmers on linkage people who live in the city as well as 
children who  will understand more about the importance of 
agriculture. It is a main key point for all of life in the world 
and encourage young people to develop agricultural production 
smartly. Even though Japan is one of the top modernization 
countries in the world but it has been restored, encourage and 
created this event. I admire and proud of myself that I am one 
of Lao student who is studying in Japan. I cannot forgetable 
good memory and keep it in my mind forever.

Souvannasing Saovany

In the past two years that I have been granted the 
opportunity to study in japan by Japanese Grant Aid for Human 
Resource Development scholarship (JDS). I have been working 
hard to achieve my Master degree of agriculture of science at 
Kyushu University. However, I did not miss chance to spend 
live in Japan.

As for studying, the curriculum of the university is at a 
high standard. All the professors are very kind and care for their 
students, the lectures were clearly explained to the students.  The 
faculty provides a lot of field trips which give us opportunities to 

2018 Entrance [Master Course]
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experience in practice. One of the most impressive field trips was 
to JA (Japan Agriculture Cooperative) which we get to obverse 
how they managed the agriculture system in the company. I have 
learned that the advancement of technology in japan not only 
help the technical industries it also helps the agriculture industry 
as well, beside the technologies that was added to the help the 
agriculture system, there was also the highly well-organized 
united cooperation of the local community. All that has been 
mentioned above, compare to Laos agriculture system, Japan is 
at a much higher standard and well organized. Therefore, this is 
a great opportunity for me to learn from japan and contribute to 
improve Lao agriculture. Another worth mentioning experience 
was a national-level conference in environmental toxicology 
fields at national institute for environmental studies in Tsukuba, 
Ibaraki. I have a chance to participated in a poster presentation 
session and present about research topic.

Fukuoka is my home for 2 years and my live here is joyful 
and convenience. Fukuoka is the main prefecture of Kyushu 
area and ranked in one of the most livable places with high 
security. I live in Itoshima city, a peaceful city. Even though, 
the city is fairly new, it is convenience for students. It has all 
the facilities that is needed. Studying sometimes could be very 
stressful and best way to relax is travelling since it is so easy to 
go to difference parts of japan. The public transportation system 
in Japan is very well organized and relable more than a lot of 
developed countries. I have been travelling around Japan, there 
are so many places such as Kyoto, the traditional and historical 
place of japan and Nagasaki, a seaside city with European 
architecture scenario which impressed me. The most favorite 
place for me is Itoshima beach which is not far from Ito campus 
of Kyushu university, and I often cycle to watch sunset there.

Overall, the experience that I have gain over these 2 
years in Japan have been very fruitful. I have enjoyed and 
learned Japanese culture which really amazed me, people are 
so respectful to each other and care for.  My highest aim when 
I go back to my home country is to apply these knowledges 
that I obtains from Japan to raise the standard of the agriculture 
in Laos and contribute in my organization. I would highly 
recommend students that are looking for a good scholarship 
and a high standard university to come here.

Quach Dai Vuong

SELF-INTRODUCTION
My name is Quach Dai Vuong, a second-year Master 

student at Environmental Economics laboratory in Kyushu 
University, under the supervision of Mitsuyasu Yabe sensei. 
Time passed so quickly, and once again I am writing the annual 
report and thinking back about the past year as an JDS student. 
It is no doubt that we have gradually become familiar and 

integrated with life and study in Japan.

FIELD TRIP
As second-year Master students, we have not been too 

busy with lectures and courses, more focused on our own 
research topics, interesting but also challenging. However, we 
still have had the trips which is well-prepared by JDS that help 
us better understand Japanese agriculture, as well as the spirit 
of the Japanese.

We have visited the organic duck farm of Mr. Takeo 
Furuno who has 40 years’ experience using organic farming 
practices. He gave a presentation on his technology, Integrated 
Rice and Duck Farming (IRDF) which uses duck at appropriate 
and certain times in rice production without any chemicals. 
Besides the IRDF technology, he also introduced his weeding 
broom. Although, the broom is simple and easy to build with 
low costs of roughly 2,000 Yen, it is very useful and help 
reduce a lot of labor costs for weeding process. Through talks, 
he showed his passion to agriculture which inspires us a lot.

In addition, we have visited the the Iizuka Center which is 
responsible for dissemination of improved agricultural methods. 
In order to provide efficient supports to farmers, the Center 
has divided farmers into different groups such as: new farmers, 
youth farmers, certificated farmers, women farmers, ... The main 
tasks of the Center are to improve farmers’ perception, encourage 
and guide them to cultivate effectively by themselves; introduce 
new technologies, varieties which are suitable to the locality; 
allocate both direct and indirect supports, subsidies from Central 
Government as well as Prefecture Government. Moreover, 
extension staffs of the Centre work closely with farmers and 
often visit the field in order to give timing and necessary 
advices. From the trip, we acquired a better understanding on the 
operation of the agricultural extension service in Japan, which is 
really helpful and enrich my knowledge.

ACADEMIC CONFERENCES
As I mentioned before in last report, being a JDS student 

means that you have many chances to attend and present at 
seminars, conferences in Japan as well as outside, which help 
yourself improve even more quickly. For the first time, in 
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November 2019, I was able to present the results and my research 
progress at the 10th International Symposium on East-Asian 
Agricultural Economics 2019 in Renmin University of China. 
Thanks to my Sensei(s) for the dedicated and motivated guidance, 
and, especially for financial supports from JDS program. 

Through the conference, I have received a lot of useful 
comments and advices which help improve my research. 
Besides, I have learnt the way to respond to questions, and 
how to give a presentation properly and effectively. As same 
as me, other students from other countries also presented their 
research, thus we can exchange knowledge as well as cultures 
by conversations on the sidelines of the conference.

Last but not least, I would like to express my gratitude 
to JDS program as well as JDS coordinators who have always 
concerned and provided us with useful information, especially 
in the moment of the COVID-19 outbreak, in order to make 
sure that we stay safe and peace of mind to study.

Vu Thi Thu Huong

JAPAN – THE MOST MEMORABLE JOURNEY

Someone said that human life is often likened to jour-
neys, some of them pass through without and impression but 
there are also unforgettable ones. Among them, this two-years 
studying in Kyushu University is the most memorable journey 
in my life, which gave me knowledge, experiences, friends, 
and even myself.

Indeed, in past, I was very nervous and unconfident when 
I applied for the JDS scholarship, but then I did it. When I met 
the professor, who interviewed me to say a thank for choosing 
me, she said that she did not, that was my effort and then the 
scholarship chose me. I realized that as long as I work hard and 
try best, I could get success. 

However, at the beginning when I came to Japan, 
research was not easy, everything was very new. It was a 
challenge that I had to learn from the basic. I sometimes 
got stressful and stuck on finding the orientation for my 
research. Fortunately, under the supervision of Professor. 

Teruaki Nanseki, Assistant Professor Yosuke Chomei, with all 
kindly advices from lab-mates, I step by step overcame that 
difficulties to conduct my research. Through that, I acquired 
not only knowledge but also skills in research, in which 
independently and critically thinking are the most important, 
which are valuable for my further work. Finally, my professor 
created the best conditions for me to practice presentation 
skills and have good contact with other researchers through 
academic meetings. Attending conference is great chances for 
me to widen my knowledge and share my research results.

Moreover, the life in Japan was more interesting because 
of my friends who I really appreciated. We shared hobbies, 
difficulties, and stories with each other. Our daily life was 
full of just simple things like riding bicycle to see wild cats, 
running on the beach to see sunset, baking in weekend, or 
taking some street life photos. They inspired me a lot to be 
active, think positively and do what I delighted in.  With them, 
my life was more fun and happiness.

Time flies, it has been almost two year since I came 
to Japan. It is true that JDS scholarship changed my life and 
studying in Japan was an opportunity to make me become a 
better version of myself. I also would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to the Japanese International Cooperation Center (JICE) 
for granting me such an opportunity and thoughtfully caring 
me during the whole time I stayed in Japan. Since this journey 
has been started, it gradually makes my hopes and dreams come 
true, and I know that even when it is finished, it will help my 
hopes and dreams to fly higher and further. I will carry these 
unforgettable memories for the rest of my life. Although it hurts 
to say goodbye, just hope that someday, somewhere, I still can 
meet again my supervisors and friends. Goodbye does not mean 
an end but a beginning to once again hope and dream. The 
dream of coming back Japan in the very nearest future. 

Tran Hong Quan

My journey in Japan: The end is just a new beginning
This year is my second year in Japan. I became familiar 

with the weather, the schedule and the lab work. When the 
epidemic broke out in Japan, at first we were worried, but 
everything went smoothly. We spend more time at home, study 
by ourselves. Japanese people handle the disease slowly and 
calmly. We are well supported by Kyushu University, JICA 
and JICE’s staff. Compared to other countries, I can say that 
studying abroad in Japan during this time is my luck.

There were many Vietnamese people in Fukuoka city. 
Vietnamese community had many common activities, such 
as organizing Tet holiday, a traditional holiday of Vietnamese 
people. They were kind, happy and willing to help each other.

During these two years, my project was mapping a gene 
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in rice, which regulates the level of rich-cysteine prolamine 
in rice seed. My research went smoothly. There are many new 
things to discover, and many new things to learn.

Kyushu University has a very large and modern rice 
field for my studying. Around the field are hills, beautiful and 
peaceful. There are lots of birds around too, like crows and 
eagles. Nearby is the beach. This beach is quite, blue, and you 
can surf.

I attended a conference in Kumamoto city in late 
November. It was a great opportunity to present my project, 
listen to experts and make new friends. The food in Kumamoto 
was also great.

Nearly two years have passed, I am nearing the 
graduation day. But I can tell you everything is just beginning. 
The time in Japan inspired me to continue to pursue research. 
With better experience and skills, I am ready to solve more 
difficult problems. I am very grateful to my professors, 
Professor Toshihiro Kumamaru and Associate Professor 
Takahiko Kubo, for supporting me on this path. Their kindness 
and enthusiasm encouraged me to explore new methods. I have 
learned a lot from them.

Again, most sincere thanks to the JDS scholarship for 
giving me a much-needed Launchpad for both my professional 
and personal growth. I am very grateful.

Tran Thu Trang

Studying and daily life in Japan 2020
JDS gave me a treasure chance to experience Japan as 

well as academic life at Kyushu University also. Time flies like 
the flash, I already came to Fukuoka for two years. There are 
plenty of wonderful memories and happy experiences that I 
could not count over the years. 

I remember that I arrived firstly in Tokyo, where is a 
metropolitan city, and stayed there for about almost one month 
for some JDS’s programs. Although I was inspired for coming 
to Japan to study by my dad before, I still did not have much 
deep impression about Japan and Japanese at that moment. Until 

I came to Fukuoka and Kyushu University as well as met my 
professor, I used to start my journey with my supervisors, friends 
as the wonderful partners in Japan filled with full of joyful, 
memorable events and new knowledge. Now I am studying 
about fish immunology, more for detail is CD83, a specific 
protein in immune cells stimulation. I successfully revealed two 
types of CD83 homologous in ginbuna crucian carp, besides, 
I also research on the biological function differences between 
them in carp immunity.  There are so many curious things 
among this study, and to master the knowledge, lab skills are 
ever never facile. So that I chose the way that pushing harder 
than yesterday by small consistent efforts in this journey. 

Furthermore, I enjoy Japan’s life with participating in 
badminton club, trips, Japanese circles as well as homestay, 
where I made friends with many Japanese. Unfortunately, the 
Covid-19 pandemic has been spreading out over the world 
since 2019 which caused several impacts on my daily life 
and my study. I had been being canceled plenty of activities, 
including sports events, an academic conference in Tokyo 
as well as banquets. Fundamentally, my research had been 
being interrupted by this outbreak, which causes the state of 
emergency in Fukuoka. Consequently, Kyushu University 
proposed the emergency at the highest level that all activities 
had to stop for two months. Fortunately, I am starting all my 
experiments again to achieve final results for the master thesis.

Finally, I enjoy Japan day by day through small things 
in daily life with my study, my lab-mates, my supervisors as 
well as my friends. Japan certainly will be the most beautiful 
memory in my life.

Pham Nguyen Anh Duy

THE MEMORABLE YEAR 
Time flies as the wind blows over a field. It has been al-

most 2 years since I came to Kyushu University. This is the last 
year I have lived and studied in Kyushu. For all I have done, it 
is hard to tell all it out, but this is a memorable year. 

Firstly, I joined the extra-curricular activity organizing 
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by the JDS office at Kyushu university, which has never oc-
curred before, it is harvesting the rice that we had transplanted 
in Ukiha’s terraces field. Using sickles and human power, I and 
my friends had a hard and interesting time to harvest the whole 
area of the rice field. This was not only an activity for us but 
also for the other Japanese families. It is also an opportunity to 
teach their children about the importance of human life. There-
fore, many families had come here and shared in this activity. 

Next, I had a workshop trip with my laboratory members 
to Kumamoto prefecture, where the meeting of The Association 
of Plant Protection in Kyushu took place. The first thing we did 
that was visiting Kumamoto Castle, which had been affected 
by the earthquake in 2016, and under rebuilt some parts of 
the castle. Then, we relaxed on the onsen nearby after long 
walking around the castle. At the dinner, I had a chance to 
enjoy horse meat - a specialty of Kumamoto. The next day, we 
attended a meeting with other researchers. After attending the 
seminar, I have felt inspired and motivated by the research I 
have done. I met with leading experts and researchers in my 
field, received suggestions and encouragement from them, and 
I felt more confident in my chosen path.

After the trip, everything changed quickly in the least 
desirably and unexpected way - the Covid-19 pandemic has 
spread around the world. I was excited about many plans I had 
for the next trips to Nagoya and Tokyo, where the scientific 
conferences and the meetings with the Ministry of Agriculture 
of Japan were held. But COVID-19 has changed everything, 
out of all the expectations of experts as well as governments 
around the world. In Japan, a state of emergency had been 
declared, along with the social-distancing method, etc... had 
been given and done. Personal and other learning activities 
must change to fit the new situation. But above all, I feel safe. 
Because unlike European countries or the United States where 
the infection was rising very fast, in Japan strict management 
methods were introduced and implemented drastically to 
reduce the spread of the virus. And resulting, when I am writing 
these lines, the epidemic situation in Japan has somewhat 
under control, the state of emergency has been removed, and 
everyone’s life is almost back to normal condition. After long 

social-distancing breaks, I have continued my research with a 
higher determination, because I will be graduated this year. It is 
worth waiting for because I will return to Vietnam after 2 years 
of studying in Japan, and this is an opportunity for me to share 
with everyone about what I have done in the last 2 years.

Besides the difficult times due to the pandemic, I still had 
fun and relaxing moments with the members of my lab. I will 
remember every moment we had together, the great parties, the 
conversations, the activities we did together. I will remember 
everything had happened here along with my life.

From the bottom of my heart, I want to say thanks to the 
JDS scholarship program for giving me a chance to study in 
Japan and at Kyushu University. And I want thanks to the JICE 
office at Kyushu, especially Ms. Yoshino Chikako who has 
taken care of us throughout 2 years period. I want to JDS office 
at Kyushu University for organizing many exciting activities for 
us. Finally, I want to say thank you very much for my sensei, 
Associate Professor Takatoshi Ueno, for giving me dedicated 
bits of advice during the times I studied at his laboratory.

Win Win Nwe

A friend in need is a friend indeed

Time flies so fast. It has lasted 1 year and 9 months in 
Japan. I still remember the first time I came to Kyushu from 
Tokyo by a flight. JDS Kyushu students including me were 
busy with their heavy stuff. Unfortunately, my luggage broke 
suddenly; and I was so nervous, but it did not take a long time: 
one student I did not know before gave her help. Now, she, who 
comes from Laos, becomes one of my best friends. The first six 
months of University life was spent in Ito Harmony house of 
Kyushu University. I was with Laos friends on the same floor, 
and my room was next to their rooms. We attended classes 
and discussed what we did not understand; went shopping 
and sightseeing together; and encouraged each other when we 
missed our home. After six months, I moved to an apartment. I 
live in a shared room with one of my Myanmar friends. Living 
with other people for a long time is not easy: it needs to keep 
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flies as swiftly as an arrow. I can’t believe I am about to 
graduate from Kyuhsu University. Studying for one year and 
a half has been a long journey, however, everything looks like 
yesterday if I reconsider. 

In this year’s annual report, I would like to share the 
experience that I got from attending conferences during 
my study in Japan. Thanks to my kind Sensei, Professor 
Takahisa MIYAMOTO for this great opportunity, I joined 
two international conferences last year; the 6th JASID (Japan 
Society for International Development) Western Japan Research 
Meeting and International Symposium on Agricultural, Food, 
Environmental and Life Sciences in Asia (AFELiSA). At the 
6th JASID Western Japan Research Meeting held in Nishijin 
Plaza, Kyushu University, I felt a little bit nervous while 
giving an oral presentation at the beginning because it was my 
very first time. However, it has been a great experience as I 
met other intelligent international presenters from Kumamoto 
University and Hiroshima University. What makes me enjoyed 
during this one-day event is questions come from the audiences 
and discussions on a variety of different topics such as peace, 
policy, education, engineering, agriculture and food hygienic 
chemistry. The content of presentations delivered by each 
presenter was very informative and insightful on their subjects. 
JASID conference helped me to get the presentation skills, 
adopt an international perspective on how to benefit from the 
exchange of ideas, and socializing with international students 
from other universities.

Next is the AFELiSA conference, the 16th international 
joint symposium between Korea and Japan, which was held 
for two days in Yonago city, Tottori prefecture. We went there 
by school bus together with Professors and students from 
our University. It took about 6 hours. Normally, I spent my 
day with going to school and back home. Therefore, I was 
delighted seeing the beautiful scenery on the way to Yonago 
city. Although there were two sessions at that conference; oral 
presentation and poster presentation, I presented a poster and 
gained a lot of experience on how to design a poster and show 
the research data that can make the audience understand easily. 

To sum up, I  am sincerely grateful  to Yoshino 
CHIKAKO and JICE staff members for their kind support 
throughout two years. And, I am deeply indebted to my 
lab. members who assisted in one way or another for my 
research work. In addition, I am deeply thankful to my rector, 
Professor Dr. Mar Mar Win, University of Veterinary Science, 
Myanmar for her permission to study in Japan. Furthermore, 
I would like to express my heart-felt thanks to my honourable 
Professor Takahisa MIYAMOTO, Associate Professor Ken-
ichi HONJOH, and Assistant Professor Yoshimitsu MASUDA 
for their kindness, and invaluable suggestions and advice on 
my study. Without their guidance, I can’t achieve a master’s 
degree. You all made me a better, more thoughtful person.

patience, mutual understanding, negotiation, and respect. Both of 
us overcome difficulties by keeping these things. Our friendship 
becomes stronger than before. Living in Japan is a challenge 
for foreigners. Luckily, our JDS/JICE/JICA coordinators and 
staff take care of our social and educational affairs; and we can 
openly discuss difficulties with them. They are always in front 
of us whenever we are in trouble. In Kyushu university, there is 
a program helping new foreign students for their first days in the 
new environment, organized by “International Student Support 
Team”. I met my supporter, a Japanese undergraduate student, 
on the first day of moving into the Ito Harmony house; he helped 
me to fill an application form and patiently explained how to use 
a kitchen and room facilities. We made friends with each other. 
He always gives time to explain what I am not clear about. 
Moreover, in the university, there is also a Tandem Learning 
Language Exchange Program that made me meet Japanese 
friends again. I joined that program two times. My language 
partners were Japanese undergraduate students. Two times a 
week, we met at the university library; shared our language 
knowledge; and learned English and Japanese. They are very 
kind and friendly, and always help what I ask for. A thankful 
thing is being with Myanmar friends in the same laboratory of 
Kyushu University. Very first days in Japan were a piece of cake 
because of their kind warmth. They cheer me up whenever I 
miss my parents. One of them is my childhood friend, a Ph.D. 
candidate. We are very happy to study together in the same 
laboratory. Whenever I have difficulties in my study, she always 
encourages and gives advice to me. While I was writing this 
letter, I was missing them because staying and working at home 
has been two months because of Covid-19. Anyway, I would 
like to deeply thank JDS/JICE/JICA coordinators and staff, and 
my lovely friends: because of their help, encouragement, and 
kindness, I can stand and study in Japan.

Khin Zar Linn

My name is Khin Zar Linn. I am a second year Master 
student at the Laboratory of Food Hygienic Chemistry. Time 
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Phommachanh Niphaphone

The first-year experience in my dream country.

My name is PHOMMACHANH Niphaphone. I come 
from Laos. Renewable and New Materials Institute is my office 
in Laos before come to study the master course in Japan. Now I 
am a first-year student belonging to Environmental Economics 
Laboratory, division of agricultural and resource economics, 
Graduate school of Bio-resource and Bio-environmental 
Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Kyushu University.

As I said in the first at the beginning Japan has been 
one of my dream countries since I was a little girl and that is 
why I am here now. I knew JDS scholarship since 2018 from 
my organization, at that time I applied but it was failed in 
the first year. But I did not give up and I tried my best for the 
second year, finally, I got it. I am very appreciative of that JDS 
scholarship as well as the Japanese government and all Japanese 
people that make my dream come true. From September 2019 
to now June 2020, nine months have been passed. my academic 
course started in October 2019 with plenty of different subjects 
some subject I no background knowledge but now all those 
subjects have already supported me to enrich my knowledge. 
I also had opportunities to be a participant in many field trips 
such as Vege-Fru Stadium (this place will distribution hub 
for Fukuoka city central wholesale market and fresh produce 
market), visited JA group at Itoshima and Itosaisai market (JA 
established for the management of developing the agricultural 
business and improving the livelihood of the farm), Kitaya 
Sake factory in Yame city and went to Miyazaki prefecture for 
a business trip with the professor to visit Takachiho farm and 
Kirishima factory garden (The purpose of the trip is to get to 
know the farm and factory in more detail in terms of generating 
energy from livestock and sweet potato scraps). Those field 
trip experiences made me understand more insight into the 
Japanese agricultural systems and comprehend how Japanese 
people utilize and adopt advanced technologies into agricultural 

production activities. Besides that, in my laboratory also have 
seminar one time per week with professors and all lab-mates, 
providing such a big chance to have lessons and comment 
from them to improve thesis, and also additional knowledge to 
further my background. 

During my academic life, I also have great chances 
to explore this beautiful country especially, the culture and 
tradition of Japanese. I realized that here is completely different 
from my home country in the beginning, because different 
cultures, lifestyles, food, transport system, etc. but now I 
quite familiar with those things. By learning the way Japanese 
people live. I used to sightsee Maebaru with Japanese people 
during the Autumn season, picnic with my friends near Hatae 
station to see cherry blossoms in the spring season and helped 
Japanese people prepare Mochitsuki (rice cake pounding) 
in Moji event at Kyudai Shin Machi park. My life here is 
comfortable and safe but it will not easily without these people, 
Yoshino san (JICE Kyushu officer), Linh san (my room-mate) 
my Lao friends, and also my JDS friends who always make 
me as I live in my home country. Even though now we have 
to face under the influence the spread of the new coronavirus 
infection but warmth, very kind, and friendly of those people 
and a good system to control and manage from the Japanese 
government made me feel calm down and not worry too much 
about the virus. I hope we can pass a terrible situation together.

Last but not least, once again I would like to express my 
sincere thanks to the Japanese government, JICA, JICE staff 
for supported and helped me to pursue my master’s degree. I 
may not good at study, but I will try my best to do everything 
that I responsible for. I am here for learning and I will try hard 
to complete my study.

Chanthaxay Bounhom

Life in Kyushu university, Fukuoka, Japan.

My name is Bounhom Chanthaxay. I am an officer of 
Permanent secretary office, Ministry of agriculture and forestry, 
Laos. I am taking master course in Laboratory of forest policy, 

2019 Entrance [Master Course]
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Department of Agro-environmental Sciences, the Graduate 
School of Bioresource and Bioenvironmental Sciences, Kyushu 
university.

I do not know how to describe my feeling, experience, 
impression and exciting that i have found, saw, met here ITO 
campus, Kyushu university. My story in Kyushu university can 
create to be a long movie.

Since the first day arrival ITO campus, Kyushu 
university. I am very surprise. It is amazing architects and 
landscape, for me I will call green architecture for this 
wonderland through coexistence with nature, just step outdoor 
you will meet forest. Can you imagine how good environment 
here?. I am appreciating for fortune to studying in Kyushu 
university due to the facilities in the school are the most 
modern equipment to support study and directly learn with 
expert professor to teach with deeply science every single 
lesson. The study environment is extremely active this have 
been a strong influence encouraging me to learn in daily. I am 
enjoying student life in class and lab where we consider as our 
family to learn from each other and share happiness as well as 
difficulties among us. Kyushu an incredible place to study. It is 
not only top high-ranking university of Japan, also the world. 

I would like to emphasize that learning is 
life-long precious activity.

Let me take you explore Japan. the transport system is very 
luxury and punctuality that why my life here is very convenient. 
Japanese foods are truly tasty, and I was falling in love with 
ramen which I have almost every day. Usually in my hometown 
I have noodle for lunch which it delicious and available 
everywhere, therefore ramen fulfill my habit in japan that why 
current I am ramen addict “Please do not trust me if you not 
try!”. As most of you might already know, Japanese people they 
have the reputation of being kind and respectful. Sometime when 
I bumped into a Japanese people at a subway and even though it 
had been my fault they smiled at me and said sorry “sumimasen”. 

I would like to share experience in case of coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) epidemic. Japanese government are best 
preparation, prevention and management for disasters, as begin 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) outbreak in China, without 
spread to other countries. The JICE safety management had 
notice to refrain from visiting China and refrain from using 
flights via China. I had received many notices to pay attention 
to take daily preventive measures (good manners to cough, hand 
washing and gargling, avoiding crowds, etc.) and guideline: How 
to protect yourself from coronavirus. Also, university had many 
notices to cancel meeting, class, activities that gathering of people 
instead by online and suggest preventing from CORVID-19.

In situation to stay home. I appreciate for good resilience 
systems of Japanese they keep contact weekly to check health 
status regularly (online health condition check-up), mental 

health and suggest selecting information and determine 
whether it is correct or not and the trustworthy source of 
information. I think is a part of the Japanese culture to wear 
masks and maintain cleanliness during the routine life, so 
COVID-19 pandemic did not change much in the country.

I always realize most of our problems are in our heads. 
It is not what happens to us; it is what happens in us.

First and foremost, I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Japanese government especially the Japanese 
International Cooperation Center (JICE) and Laos government 
for giving me an opportunity to study at Kyushu university and 
for their thorough and considerate support. Thank you JICE 
staffs in Kyushu who were very enthusiastic in helping me in 
every situation.

Last but not least, I would like to express my deepest 
gratitude to my supervisor Association Professor, Ph.D. 
Hyakumura Kimihiko and Association Professor, Dr. Takahiro 
Fujiwara for their suggestion and encouragement to do the 
research writing with precious advice.

Thank you for the amazing experiences 
that will last a lifetime.

Tran Thi Ut Linh

ABOUT ME

My full name is Tran Thi Ut Linh. I am from Vietnam. 
I have worked as an agricultural researcher for an agency 
belongs to Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
for more than 6 years. With the enthusiastic help from my 
director, colleagues, staff at JDS Project Office in Vietnam and 
professors, I have gotten the JDS scholarship in 2019. Now 
I am a first-year master student of Kyushu University and a 
member of environmental economics laboratory, being mainly 
supervised by Prof. Mitsuyasu Yabe. 

RESEARCH WORKS
Because of being an economic student, I do not conduct 
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experiments like engineering students. I mainly read documents 
related to the field I intend to do. Every week the laboratory has 
seminars for students to present their research proposals. This 
is the common activity of the lab. Thanks to these seminars, I 
have learned more from labmates, interacted with professors on 
research direction and received the comments and suggestions. 
From there, my research will be clearer and better. The 
University also organizes many scientific conferences in which 
students can discuss, give the opinions, and then improve the 
communication and critical skills.

Besides, I also have the field trips to get practical 
experience. Like a field trip to a winery or a farming 
cooperative (JA) and a farmer’s market (Ito Saisai). Each trip 
brings the valuable meanings. I have a better understanding 
of Japanese people, Japanese agricultural practices, then I can 
think about applying those experiences to my country.

In addition, I am taking the courses in the classes that 
provide a lot of knowledge on agriculture and economics. 
The lecturers are very dedicated and pleasure. The content of 
the lectures is very diverse and useful. The knowledge I have 
received is very useful for my current research and future work.

THE DAILY LIFE
I have been in Japan for almost 9 months. Everything has 

become more familiar than the bewilderment when first arrived. 
Food, travel or communication all become easier. Thanks to the 
enthusiastic support from JICE, we have settled down quickly. 
Referring to JICE, I must especially mention the help of Ms. 
Yoshino san, who has always supported and helped me a lot in 
dealing with health issues as well as other issues in life.

As you know, this year is a period that probably JDS 
fellow 2019 cannot forget when the covid-19 pandemic has 
occurred and greatly affected the learning and living of Kyushu 
students in particular and the whole of Japan in general. No 
matter what happens we believe that Japan will soon win this 
adversity as used to triumph over horrific disasters before.

I hope that I can get as much knowledge, experiences 
and connections with friends and teachers as possible.

With the new JDS fellows, I would like to remind you 
that Japan is a place worth to study and experience. Do not 
worry a lot. Open your door to the widest possible to receive 
the best things that the short time in Japan can be for you.

Tran Thi Huong Giang

My name is Tran Thi Huong Giang. I come from Viet 
Nam. Currently, I am a first year Master student at LABORA-
TORY AGRICULTURAL AND FARM MANAGEMENT, 
belong to Prof. Teruaki NANSEKI and Assistant Prof. Yosuke 
CHOMEI. This is my first time to live and study in Japan, es-

pecially at Kyushu University. 

About my daily life
F o r  t h e  f i r s t 

time, it was inevitable 
and strange to live in 
Japan, especially not 
knowing Japanese was 
a disadvantage to me. 
When I first went in 
Tokyo, I mostly stayed 
at the hotel and ate at 
the “combini”, I felt 
homesick and worried 
abou t  t he  coming 
t ime,  not  knowing 
what it would be like. 
But luckily for me, when I came to Fukuoka City, we received 
enthusiastic support from JICE, especially Ms. Yoshino, who 
helped us with the first procedures when arriving in Japan, from 
making resident card and bank account, so on…Then when we 
left the dormitory to settle in the new place, she was also very 
enthusiastic to help us with the related documents, helping us 
get the best benefits without her, we were hard to get. I feel 
very fortunate to have successfully applied the JDS scholarship.

About my research, my laboratory
Regarding studying, due to lack of experience in 

research, I was quite worried about the next 2 school years. But 
in my laboratory, I had two “Senpai” who are very enthusiastic 
and willing to give me useful suggestions in every seminar, 
helping me improve every week. Besides, my “sensei” is 
very interested in me and always asks me when I have any 
difficulties in academic.

After only 6 months, I have completed the research 
proposal, questionnaire and ready for my research survey in 
about 30 days in Vietnam. The survey went quite smoothly. 
However, in 2020, the corona pandemic occurred and prevented 
me from returning to Japan as planned. Instead of 30 days in 
Vietnam, I was delayed and it took about 5 months to return to 
Japan. Fortunately, the learning was not interrupted, overcoming 
the initial difficulties, we started to learn online, which was 
an interesting experience. We still had seminar regularly, still 
getting useful comments from sensei and labmates. I am very 
sorry for missing the first cherry blossom season, the first 
summer in Japan. I hope in my second year of study, I will 
experience the beauty of Japan that I missed this year.

Conclusion
One again, I am extremely grateful to the Japanese 

Government for giving me the valuable opportunity to study at 
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Hiratsuka Kawazoe Archeological park, Join Ukiha festival at 
the Ukiha gymnastics center and Persimmon picking at Migita 
orchard. Some extra-curricular activities from classes such 
as visiting the Sake winery, visiting one of the JA models in 
Itoshima and visiting Vegefru Stadium at Fukuoka City Central 
Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market. I realize that these are 
great opportunities for international students like us to learn 
about the history, culture and life of its people. Besides, this 
is also a good opportunity for us as international students to 
learn and exchange with each other about the cultures of many 
countries, about learning and everyday life of each other. This 
will help to expand our connection later. I feel so blessed to 
have those valuable experiences. 

Finally, I really feel blessed to have learned and had great 
experiences here. I would like to thank from the bottom of my 
heart to the JDS program for bringing good luck to us. I would 
like to thank to Jice for their dedication and thoughtfulness. I 
would like to thank to the Professors and friends for being and 
always with me.

Nguyen Thi Doan

My name is Nguyen Thi Doan. Currently, I am a first-
year student for master’s course at kyushu University. I belong 
to lab of Food Analysis under the supervision of Professor 
Toshiro Matsui. From the first day I arrived in Japan to until 
now, I always received great support from JICE staffs as well 
as JDS program. It helps me easily to adapt to my new life in 
Japan, so I am always grateful for this.

Academic life at Kyushu university
Studying at Kyushu university is a great experience. I 

had worked for several years before going back to school, it 
makes me a little nervous. In my lab, students come from not 
only Japan but also many different countries. Since the early 
days, my supervisor and Japanese student as well as foreign 
students have supported me a lot, so I could easy to adapt 
academic life in my lab. In my research, I have already learnt 

Kyushu university, and the JDS program that has helped me a lot 
during my daily life and studying in Japan. We look forward to 
and hope to meet the next “kohai” of the JDS scholarship. I will 
not hesitate to share everything I have received from my “senpai”.

Thank you so much!

Tran Thi Van

Time has passed 
so fast. It has been 
more than 9 months 
since I first arrived in 
Japan. Impressions 
and good memories 
about the people, the 
environment and the 
way they work that 
have always been a 
guideline for the next 
steps of my life.

O n e  o f  t h e 
memories that I can 

never forget is the thrill of feeling when “tomorrow is the day 
to see Professor and all laboratory members”. I still vividly re-
member the first day like that. Just thinking about it made me 
feel my heart pounding and feel strangely nervous. Actually, 
at that time, I had a lot of worries like worrying about whether 
can I understand when my Professor and his friends say or not? 
Is my research orientation alright? Worried that at my age can I 
keep up with young people? Worried if I can graduate on time? 
Actually it was just a feeling then the first session also passed 
happily. My Professor kindly asked about past activities and 
wholeheartedly directed the research for me. My lab members 
were so cute and friendly, they are always willing to help me 
both Japanese and international students and I feel like so lucky 
to research with them. As time went on, the past 9 months I had 
completed many parts of my research proposal and I also had 
some initial results. In addition to studying at the laboratory, 
learning in the classroom also goes smoothly. I have completed 
the first semester and now continue the second term. Although, 
this time the Covid-19 epidamic caused by Corona virus has 
had a great impact on the life and learning of all students in 
japan. However, with the help and support from the University, 
we still take classes as usual through online learning. Regarding 
plans to participate in conferences, in fact, I had planned plans 
but due to the complicated Covid-19 epidemic, conferences 
were postponed. I will continue to make plans to attend the con-
ference both in Japan and oversea when the epidemic is over.

Regarding extracurricular activities, I participated in 
a number of activities organized by KUFSA such as visiting 
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ty of valuable information. Firstly, the lectures from sensei and 
JICA specialists gave me the big picture of the current agricul-
ture situation in Asia countries, together with an open question 
for the solution to that situation. Second, the field trips to JA 
Itoshima, Kitaya Brewing Co. and Vegefru Stadium enlightened 
me with the level of development in Japan agriculture, from the 
growing to processing and distributing process, everyone and 
everything works in a systematical and modernistic way.

Beside course works and field trips, most of my academic 
times have been spent in the lab, in which, I studied even more 
precious lessons, not only on specific science knowledge but 
also general aspects of life. My laboratory, named “Systematic 
Forest and Forest Products Science” or “Shinrinken”, is 
specialized in studying about the bioenvironmental physics of 
ecosystems and utilization of forest resources. By working and 
studying in Shinrinken, I have the opportunity to accumulate 
and strengthen my knowledge on bio-organic chemistry 
and build up experiences on working with high-end, precise 
scientific instruments. Moreover, my supervisor, Shimizu 
sensei, and my other lab members, have taught me several 
worthwhile and important lessons on research ethic, moral 
standard, professional working style, Japanese style behavior 
and so on, which I really thankful and appreciate.

Outside of the university, fortunately, I have my family 
to accompany me here in Japan, whereat, I would like to thank 
JICE and the Japan Government for giving me the chance to 
reunite with them and providing us with many supports during 
our stay. Within our first year in Fukuoka, we have experienced 
many wonderful things, from the beautiful sceneries of the 
seasonal change to the various and delicious foods. As for 
example, we have a memorable visit to the Nokonoshima 
Island, with its’ astonishing flower park, especially the yellow 
rapeseed garden. In addition, we really have adapted to 
Japanese foods and even find interests in cooking them, for 
instances ramen, udon, yakisoba, oden, nabe, Takoyaki, gyudon, 
karage and so on. Though, we missed this year hanami occasion 
due to the COVID-19 situation, however, we definitely will try 
next year. From my perspective, the time and experiences in 
Japan will be a meaningful and unforgettable period of our life.

and performed some advance methods in food analysis that I 
have not opportunities to do in my countries. Besides, seminars 
in our lab are held every Monday and Friday morning, it helps 
me increase my knowledge day by day.

The curriculum for master’s course covers many areas 
of agricultural field from things I understand well to things I 
have no idea at all. In addition, I have some field trips with 
classes organized by JICA. Firstly, we went to the JA center. 
In this trip, we learned how they produce, manage product 
quality and distribute agricultural products. Secondly, we 
visited Kitaya company to see how sake was made. Sake is a 
traditionally wine in Japan. Sake as well as wine is a product 
I am very interested. Things make sake unique are ingredients 
and production method. Water, rice and microorganisms are 
materials to produce sake. The mineral contents of water 
influence the growth of the microorganisms, so that flavor 
of sake will change depending on the water used. Therefore, 
water with good quality is essential. Sake rice is an especial 
rice for making sake. Moreover, microorganisms for producing 
Sake consist of yeast (Saccharomyces cerevisiae), mold (Koji 
mold), lactic acid bacteria. Yeast produces ethanol, flavor, 
organic acids, and amino acids. Mold secretes many kinds 
of enzymes, especially amylase transfer starch to sugar. The 
fermentation process differs for each type of drink, and a 
unique characteristic of sake is that it uses a sophisticated 
production method called multiple parallel fermentation. That 
is my understanding of my favorite wine, sake in Japan. 

 In conclusion, I would like to say many thanks to 
Japanese Government for giving me a great opportunity to 
study at Kyushu University. I also would like to express my 
sincere thanks to JDS program as well as JICE, particularly 
JICE Kyushu Office, especially to Ms. Yoshino for helping me 
a lot for my daily life during staying in Japan. 

Nguyen Huu Thien

To start with, I am really grateful for having an oppor-
tunity to pursuit my master study in Japan. I really appreciate 
the consideration of Japan and Vietnam government, JICA, 
JICE, Kyushu University and Shimizu sensei, as well as other 
constituents with great supports and efforts to help me not only 
before but also during my study.

For my academic life, since the beginning of my master 
study until now, I have engaged in many interesting agricul-
tural lectures and field trips that help me not only to accumulate 
fundamental knowledge but also nurture my enthusiasm for 
agriculture development. For instances, JICA intensive classes 
of “Construction of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, and 
Development of Asian” Agriculture” and “AgriBio Advanced 
Technology and International Contribution” provided me plen-
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Yan Phyo Han

Introduction

My name is Yan Phyo Han. I am a first-year Master 
student at Forest Management Laboratory under the 
supervision of Nobuya MIZOUE Sensei. I have never been 
abroad before. So, this is my very first time for going abroad.

Academic Life in Japan
I have been working as a government officer for 8 years 

after graduated. Therefore, I’m so far from the academic life. 
But I tried my best to communicate with the environment 
and to learn everything especially in academic life. Education 
system is quite different from those of my country especially in 
teaching and assessment. Assessment has done by examination, 
report, presentation including attendance and participation 
during lectures. Teaching system is also based on agriculture. All 
subjects are very interesting and easy to understand. It is very 
helpful to support my knowledge in thinking and concept for 
research. But some parts of the subjects are unfamiliar because 
they are mainly based on agriculture. Therefore, I tried very 
hard to meet the basic background. I also had an opportunity 
to know development, policy, and technology innovation in 
agriculture of Japan from the specialized subjects provided by 
JICA program. I got a lot of knowledge from this program and 
learned about Japan Agricultural Cooperative (JA) organization’s 
system. I am very interested in the function of JA. It has three 
main parts: farming and sales business, economic business and, 
financial mutual aid business. In farming and sales business, I 
learned about the process like startups support center, package 
center, wide-range collection facility, etc. In the second part 
of economic business, day care service center is very good for 
the farmers. In the third part, JA focus on close relationship 
with the local community. And the new JA approach is more 
suitable for farmers because they can choose directly to the 
market or collective sale activity. There is no system like this 
in my country. So, I think that this system is the best suitable 
for my country. In JICA subjects, there is also an opportunity 
to know the Sake making process from the field trip. There are 

many steps in sake fermentation compared with other alcoholic 
beverages. The fermentation process of other alcoholic beverages 
like beer and wine are simple. But in sake fermentation, the 
taste and feature can be adjusted. Therefore, this lecture is also 
very efficient for improving my knowledge and for supporting 
initiative things for my country. On the other hand, I try to 
adapt with the environment. I joined most of the activities like 
KUFSA Trip and other events to solve the feeling of loneliness. 
I join the activities like tea ceremony and other events. And I 
also study the Japanese language to communicate with Japanese 
friends and to know their culture. I play football with Japanese 
students and international students every Friday. In conclusion, 
I really thankful to Japanese Government and JDS program for 
giving me a precious chance to study in Kyushu University. And 
I would like to thank my supervisor Nobuya MIZOUE Sensei, 
JICE staff and JICE Coordinator for their invaluable comments 
and suggestions for my research and supports for everything.

Phyo Htet Htet Kyaw

My sweet days of student life 

If somebody asks me “Show the happiest person in the 
world”, and I would reply right away “That would be me, be-
cause I am at my dream country now”. Here, I might confess 
that studying abroad in Japan is my goal in life since I was 
graduated. Therefore, I won JDS scholarship, not just by luck 
but because of trying hard and proudly became one of the JDS 
fellows as one of the representatives from the country of Gold-
en Land, Myanmar,

At first, I would like to express my deep appreciation 
to the Japanese Government for giving the opportunity to 
study in Japan by JDS program. I also would like to extend 
my sincere thanks to our Ministry and other thankful persons 
for their kind moral support throughout my study. There are 
a lot of things that I would like to share my experiences and 
study life in Kyushu University. Currently, I am conducting 
my research work under the supervision of Professor Takahisa 
MIYAMOTO, Laboratory of Food Hygienic Chemistry, 
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Faculty of Agriculture. I still remember the brilliant time I 
attended “JDS Welcome Reception” held by JICE at Tokyo, 
and surprisingly met with hundreds of JDS candidates from 
many countries. After spending delightful three weeks at 
Tokyo, each of us departed to our respecting universities and 
thereafter, my university student life started from fall semester 
2019. Since JICA staffs offered various briefing meeting before 
and after arriving Japan, I dare say I was never felt worrying 
myself to live in a new environment.

As a new international student, the days of freshman 
student were full of happiness not only because of getting 
new friends from other countries, but because of memorable 
“Welcome Parties” held by International student session, 
Faculty and Dormitory leaders. My laboratory members also 
warmly welcome to me. There are more than thirty students 
including Japanese and other international students in my lab. 
Therefore, I get valuable experimental knowledges from my lab 
members and my language skills seem to improve day by day by 
communicating with them. Moreover, the lectures provided by 
the Professors are quite interesting for me who is willing to learn 
advanced level. As a JDS student, I get fruitful knowledges from 
JICA minor degree program which provides better understanding 
of Japan’s agricultural technology and facilities supplying to 
the farmers. Additionally, tours on JA group factory and sake 
factory (Kitaya Co., Ltd) create big smiles on our faces due to 
sightseeing views and also open our minds with new things. 

Since Fukuoka is incredibly beautiful city, I cannot 
consume my days in Kyushu without going around the city by 
exploring something new. Moreover, my student life becomes 
more happier due to the KUFSA day-trip to the stunning 
popular places together with many international students. Cherry 
blossoms, Sakura, one of my favorite flowers, bring lovely 
pinkish days to me, and for this reason, I wish I could spend the 
rest of my life seeing the cherry trees. I would become second 
year master student during the following year. I would like to 
end up my letter by saying three words to the upcoming JDS 
fellows, “Study smart, Live happily, and Enjoy any challenges”.   

WIN MIN PAING

A Memorable Trip with My Professor
Studying in Japan as a JDS student gives me three dis-

tinct emotional feelings. The first one is having a safe life and 
the second one is about getting opportunities to study compre-
hensive courses in the university. And, the last one is getting 
the benefits of experiencing the best exposures of modern 
Japan. Here, I would like to mention the international seminar 
trip to Tokyo with my professor, Dr. Takahiro Fujiwara. It was 
one of the most wonderful trips in my life. JDS used to arrange 
the trips for its students to be able to attend international con-

ference or seminar each year. My professor and JDS arranged 
for me to attend one international seminar held at Tokyo Uni-
versity. Why did the trip become so special for me? I have two 
reasons. Firstly, I got a great chance to study and learn about 
the current and future scenarios of REDD+ program. Secondly, 
my professor made a plan for me to visit the Diet of Japan, the 
National Museum of Nature and Science, and other famous 
places like Tokyo Station and Sky Tower.

 The seminar was held in Tokyo at January 21st of 2020. 
The main topic of the seminar was about REDD+ (Reducing 
Emission from Deforestation and Forest Degradation Plus) 
with the title of “REDD+ Start-up Year 2020: Roadmap to 
Result-based and Transferable Outcomes for Sustainable 
Development”. It was a great chance for me to understand and 
learn about the current challenges and opportunities of REDD+ 
program. I also got the chance to learn how the researchers 
and policy makers around the world are working hard for 
preparation of the roadmap for REED+ program. At the 
seminar, the prominent researchers from Japan and around the 
world shared their views, research findings and opinions. 

After the seminar, my professor reserved the next day for 
me to visit the Diet of Japan and the National Museum of Na-
ture and Science. For the foreigners and international students, 
it is a rare chance to visit and learn the Diet and the parliamen-
tary system of Japan. The architectural arrangement of Japan’s 
Parliament building is enormously attracting to visitors. There 
are numerous things in the Diet of Japan which are of very 
interesting to see and learn for visitors such as the main meet-
ing room of the Diet, Emperor’s Room and chairs of the main 
meeting room made with cherry wood etc. Another wonderful 
visit arranged by my professor is the visit to the National Mu-
seum of Nature and Science. It was very wonderful for me to 
see the collections of scientific facts, figures and items for ev-
ery field of scientific disciplines. I used to mention my sincere 
thanks to my professor for the arrangement of this wonderful 
and informative trip to Tokyo.  

Student life in Japan is one of the safest in the world 
and the lectures and 
research programs 
are also one of the 
tops in the world. The 
professors are always 
trying to push and 
upgrade their students 
w i t h  t h e  l a t e s t 
research findings. In 
combination with the 
restless supports from 
J D S  p r o g r a m ,  w e 
have a wonderful life 
in Japan.
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